
Our C o l l e ~ e  F ~ Y  LCLL?~ --- 

This afternoon you a r e  going t o  see some of the people and places 

the.t bzve been significant in the l i f e  of our college. You under- 

g r~dua tes  who s i t  here today might well be the great-grancichildren of 

1.6 Lq our f i r s t  graauates, z o r  the Fe-le Norm1 and High School w e s  c 
established by s resolution of the c i ty ' s  Board of Eiiucation just  88 years 

ago, on November 17, 1869. This board of education was compose6 of 3.2 

commissioners appointed by the Mayor, including in i t s  membership ihilliam 

boa, white bearded, seated second from the r ight ,  i n  the second row. iIe 

k t e r  becme president of the board ~ n d  chairm~n of the college governing 

:omittee. M r .  Rood was an  ardent friend of the new ins t i tu t ion  and E. 

constant EM staunch supporter or" i t s  f i r s t  President, Thomes Hunter. The 

new school provided higher education a t  public expense. It afforded the 

c i ty  a nconsb.nt supply of t r ~ i n e d  &nd competent teachers." Its students 

. 
' 

would be elementary school graduates vho had all passe6 an entrance t e s t  

t-?+ et 75 o r  bet ter ,  and who were a t  l m s t  il, years old. 
U 

k building fo r  the new school had still t o  be erected. A t  that time 

mont of New Yorkls million inhabitants l ived below 4 t h  Street.  Therefore 

the nea school was first iocated i n  aowntonn lanhcrttbin, i n  an upper f loor  

and s half of s. business building a t  694 Broadwey, a t  the corner of I t h  

Street, running thro%h to Lafayette Street.  The long ? lo t  on tine extreme 

ri&t of the mtp i s  the s i t e .  Light classrooms were provided, with hn 

assembly h a l l  that  could be converted into eight more rooms by pushing 
>(. : 4 w C ' (  ,+ 

sliding aoors and curtains into phce. Such were the physics1 scconmodations. 
rc 7 o 

4s to the Faculty: Irish-born Thomas Hunter, forced t o  ieave Irelax% beccuse 

of h i s  strongly-expressed democratic views, hsd f i r s t  found employment i n  

k m e ~ i c a  e s  a drawing teacher. k f ine  teacher and a dsuntless mn, he haa 

become a school principal, a t  the age of 26. low, jus t  38 yesrs old, he 



mas to plan sna codcluct e school which was to be both an academic i n s t i t ~ t i o n  

~ n d  s training school f o r  teachers. 

President Hunter, in addition t o  h i s  administretive duties, was elso 

p ro fes~or  of in te l lec tua l  philosophy and of the theory snd practice of 

tet-ching. Professor P s t h u r  Benrg h a o n ,  named 6s vice presioent, KES 

2rofessor of the English language and d s o  of ffitin. It w 6 s  Professor Lbaon 

rho devised the college motto: M i h i  Cur& Futuri - "Mine i s  the Care of the * 
r - 0 h . 6 ~ 1 ~ : ~  Future." F h e r e  rere  two other professors on that f i r s t  faculty - Joseph 

Anthony Gillet ,  professor of mathematics and physics, who yesrs i t t e r  ms 

t o  serve as sc t ing  President, on Dr. Hunter's retirement, and Charles 

H , ; ~  k,, Mbert  Schlegel who heeded the department of German and French. b d i h  F. - Z 
F.'adleigh, who had been principal of tr f ine  public school, beceme the f i r s t  

Lady Superintendent. ( ~ a t e r  'liadleigh High School, and Viadleigh alcove a t  

Hunter CoLLege carried her name end memory). 

On St. Valentine's Csy, February 14, 1870 the opening exercises of the 

Femele No& and High School aere held i n  the th i rd  f loor  assembly room. 

gore than 1000 registered teecher-pupils, a s  the students were off-icieliy 

called, met on thht f i r s t  day. The new school now began i t s  yems of 

service arxl of growth. During tha t  first term provision was mde fo r  6 Moael 

Primary School, and the name Normal Coliege of the City of Bea Yorx vlas 

conferreci on the new insti tution. The first ~;radwition exercises mere held 

old f ir k # c  - the following July for  97 students who had completed f ive  months of 

P>,*; ld; 1 pmfesr ioml  training. F'rom the first Dr. i lmter end lLUiu Woods rorked L 
f o r  2 p e r w e n t  building, and when land had been acquired e t  68th Stree t  

and P ~ K  Avenue, formerly HsmFLton Square, it was I&. Hunter's plan tha t  

shaped our p e m e n t  home. I n  September, 1873 the k i r l s  of N o r a  College 

moved i n t o . t h t  permenent building. Around the barren neighborhood roamed 

4 
v i ld  goats, but  the building was s p c i o u s  and mgnificent.Ll'here were 



promenades, phyrooms, h calisthenium, and l i b r q ,  i n  adaition to  classr~oms, 

and a p b s i c s  lzboratory in which Professor Gi l l e t  condurctea dl the 

experiments nimseif, fo r  fear, a s  he saia,  that some yo-- ledy might hurt  

herseif. T h i s  picture shows the chapel, o r  assembly hall, of t h a t  buLaing. 

Tne yesss saw a group of hard working girls st school who founa -ke 
\ k  '?& 

cays full of adventure.-By 18'79 the three-year program was extended to 
1 6 6 J  e -- four yecrs, stxi the Faculty, as you see, was enhrged. I n  i888, the course 

was ag.in'lengthened - t o  f ive  years f o r  the academic sequence - and the 

. . 
Dg;(l ~ , r u ~ ~ ~ ~ . h o r m i l  College was emporere by tbe s t a t e  legislatitme t o  grant d e p r e e s . r ~ d , . L ~  

/ 

cismisssl occurred a t  tm olclock f o r  the ent i re  student bocly. 
, 

During the ehrly years of our college the students, despite their youth P\Q.F~' 

~ n d  their  earnest studying, planned a c t i v i t i e s  tha t  have groan snd 

$ The Alumnee hssocht ion  i t s e l f  ?xis organized i n  1872 "for the purpose of 

preserving the friendship and pleasant intercourse begun during our college 

l i f e ,  tnd to advance by every means r i t h i n  our power the best in teres ts  of 

our Alma k t e r . "  Its early a c t i v i t i e s  includea the nurturing of the free 

kindergcrten movement - the f i rs t  f r e e  public kindergarted in America was 

ours. A loan fund f o r  needy students mas s e t  up snd has been conskntly 

- 5  enkrgeci. It was the Associate M-e who founded the college iibraqr. $ 
.-- 

In the 1890's the Alumnae Settlement was eskbl i shed  on East 72 Street. i)ne 

room served both as off ice anti a s  bedroom f o r  lkary A kel.Ls, the Head borker, 

&rad,uate of the c lass  of 1880. A picture of the coliege stood prouiiy on 

her bookcase. The settlement brought t o  residents of the Upper Fast Side, 

oid YorkviLLe, day care for  tbir chilaren, health and s o c k 1  service fo r  

the ent i re  fhmily. Todsy the nurmber aided i s  so great, the a c t i v i t i e s  so 

expaded, tha t  other groups combine with the kssocihte h l m e  to  mainkin 

P,-+..,t xSt-l'- Lenox H i l l  House. I n  1896, the Alumnae News, a w a r m  and friendly psper, A I ~ F  $*C 

lLr , - l \ . , ~ t  : 
came to l i f e  under the wise guidance of Irs. Eleanor F w  Hhhn. 

+ / O W <  * '  



In1889, when the c i Q  celebrated the centennial gnniversary of being 

the f i r s t  United States capi ta l  under the constitution, N o d  College 

students strewed f l o ~ e r s  before President Harrison as he entered City k i d .  
4 1 

LXlring these years, the two litel'63y,societies of the college, Philomathan 
\\ A 

s.nd ulpha Beta Gemma, forerunners of our present departments clubs, provided 

~ k ; ~ ~ & ~ & $  F(91 musicai, l i t e ra ry ,  and drametic programs i n  the chspel, !Chis picture shovis 

re7 3 1 
the. ent i re  cast of the Christmas play of 1893, which was written m d  proawed Tfli 

L' 
by the Senior class. I n  1889, the l i t e ra ry  societ ies  haa joined forces t o  

fiC 1 
bring forth a publication. && first appesred i n  April, 1889. I n  the k r ; ~ '  

13 
1990's, Echo sponsored another publication, an A n n u a l ,  l e t e r  mmed his tmioh 

*,,,..z 'I / 

-TJAS%,  l o  i n  reminder of the lovely h i s t a r i r  vine t h a t  bloomed on the college w a l l & ~ k r * l  r L - 7 .  
/ / 

J., & r /  6 ff.,*r ( L T r r c u r ~  C ~ ~ I S ,  -J .f 4 e +  c a / / . d ,  d b t r s - A  w r r c  C - V L ~  ../(< C - O I C ~ ~ ~ O  

Clrsr 1'10 I - i i thletics e l so  clEimed i t s  enthusiasts - the "Normel five" of basketball I I - 
---7 C/,ss li feL even xent to Staten Island and to Southampton to pley .~1901 e a w  the lest 

i 

L Z s e n i o r  c lass  tbt was graldted i n  dresses. The gerivates of 1902 were the LC 
f i r s t  C ~ S S  prouUy clad i n  caps and gowns. 

By 1903 the college course was again reorganized. A separate four-year 

high school w a s  accredited by the Stete Board of Regents with a three-year 

college course. Not long af te r ,  q d i f i e d  high school graduates 'Rere offered 
/ 

z four-year academic course with a fu l ly  accredited degree of Bachelor of Arts. L- 
p i 14 I"%* C< C Dr.  Hunter i n  1906 was 75 years old. He ha6 created a school and. led  in 

.- 

i t s  development from a three-year course folloning elementary school, to an 

institution that could take a g i r l  a t  kindergarten en* end guide her thmugh 

elemente.ry, and high school, and on t o  college gradmtion. D r .  Hunter "in 

the f u l l  vigor of h i s  health presented h i s  resignation ~ i i t h  the earnest 

d i g n i t y  and s impl ic iv  which ever chhracterized h i s  work." 

t ~ ~ ~ ~ r a d u m k ~  C Professor Gi l le t  declined to  be  considered as successor to President 

w.- Hunter. iiowever, he did serve as Acting President fo r  a year a d  a half .  

You see him i n  the middle of the second r o w  i n  this pricture, surx-ounded 



the graduates of 1907. It mas he who worked heartFly with the Allannae 

Association, and successfully, to ?revent a merger of Normal with the City 

College, because "The two schools are not a l ike  i n  t radi t ion or  in outlook. 

Let each go i t s  m n  ways and advence along i t s  own lines.  Professor Gi l le t  "% 
died sudaenly in January 1908. Years l a t e r  his name was perpetuated by 

a s 
G U . t  H a l l  on the Bronx Campus. h.ofessor Burgess, head of the natural 

science department, acted as president u n t i l  the induction in May, 1908 of L= 
Dr .  George Samler Ilavis, our second president. k graduate of City College, 

and of Columbia's l c w  school, he had been associate superintiendent i n  the 

c i ty ' s  school system. Mgnified in appearance and manner, he w a s  kindly, 

direct ,  earnest. It was i n  his administration lbt Colmbia and Teacners 

College gave f u l l  recognition t o  our graduates as candidates f o r  advanced 

degrees. I n  1909, the commencement procession had f i r s t  shorn the outward 196 a 
end vis ib le  signs of scholastic dis t inct ion -- the faculty inarch& garbed C*() 

Cb 

in  f u l l  acdemic a t t i r e  (though no picture i s  available.) Notice that the k" 
Feculty of 1910, la rger  i n  number than e a r l i e r  faculties,  a l so  included 

cr number of women. I n  these yesrs  the present High School Building on 

Lexington Avenue aras completed, but f o r  many years thereafter the college 

occupieZ the structure and the high school was scattered over various parts  

of the city.  It was during the construction of the High School BuiAaing 

tha t  Pressiaent C a d s  obtained a Hunter College Subway s k t i o n  st 68th St ree t  

and Lexington Avenue. I n  1916, d e r  president Davis, the summer session 

was established, and i n  1917 the evening aid extension 
rf 

E. aickinbottom had been appointed as roman superintendent i n  1906. A warm 

h e ~ r t e d ,  sympathetic guardian of the aaeportmentn of tha t  period, her duties 

expanded when she became the f i r s t  Dean of Students, a post she held un t i l  

her retirement i n  1934. 



- 6 -  

I n  19l.l-12 a strong feeling among the students that they should assume 

greater responsibi1iti)r for  themselves, resulted i n  the establishment of a 

student council. I ts objectives were: to form a nucleus of public opinion, 

and to agitate  for  tha generd welfme of the college, i n  accordance with 

such powers a s  the Faculty may from time to time grant. There were other 

"firstsn a t  this time. A coUege l i teraxy a n n d  Ye Pecilarls Pack appeere 

for  tao consecutive years. A college newspaper The Normal Co l l e~e  Bulletin 

dated i ts  first issue October 8, 1913 a d  survived un t i l  absorbed by the 

present-day Arrow. The first student hop, the first Athletic meet (ancestor 

of Field Day), the f i r s t  Sing, all came between 19U end 1917. The Old L 
Christmas Play written and presented annually f o r  over % w e e  years by the 

- 
upper clessmen, became the Varsity Play, the writing of an established pley- 

might, the casting open to the ent i re  student bod.. Before 1915, students 

were conducting their  o m  e x p r i ~ & 1  i n  physics i n  a well-equipped 

laboratory. One of the most satisfying events of these years was the kk P' 1dJ cbl ,tf 
chenging of the college name. Ho longer was tna college mrbly a professional 

school. It had broadened with a curriculum of standard scholsstic rank. 

I !  names l e s s  res t r ic t ive  than Normal were proposed but the Alumnae wouid 

h e r  only the name Hunter. On b p d  4, 1914 Normal College did become Hunter 

/ . ! 2 e l  College. Dr. Huuter, the nbeautifully handsome, majestic old man" now 83 
W . L J  / 

, years of age, had the jay of receiving this t r ibute f r o m  Ahis  gir lsn.  

In  19i7 came the United States1 entry in to  World Ear I. Students a d  

staff  helped i n  the military census; they joined the i40men1s Land Army; a s  

you see, they were active i n  Red Cross Work; they donated four ambulances 

to the Red Cross; they organized the Huuter College Minute Men; they reised 

w e r  a million dollars i n  Liberty Loan drives. And students and staff main- 

teined the high ecademic standard of the college. the earnestness of 

. the mls i n  u s  class of 1920. After the .-stice, in 1920 



3 d 
Hunter College celebrated i t s  50th birthday. On tha t  occasion the Nu chapter 

of Phi Beta Kappa was established, a d  in that yetrr the Master of Science 

degree nas granted in education. The following year the bster of Arts degree 

was s e t  up, and also the Bachelor of Science degree in Education. It was in 

the anniversary year tha t  the Lumnae raised $l25,000. towards the building 

of an Alumnae W, a building tha t  to-day is  s t i l l  a dream. a s o  in 1920, 

the hlumnae s e t  up a bureau of occupations to find par t  time employment fo r  

students, with volunteers and elumnae-paid workers to operate it. This 

bureau was l a t e r  taken over by the college, and today has offices on both 

4 e e r a  campuses. /, 
/ / 

By the mid 19X)'s college registration was too great f o r  the red brick 

building. Larger qutlrters were needed, and the c i ty  assigned the present 

Bronx campus fo r  the college. I n  1929, on Dr .  Davist retirement, Dr.  James 

Michael Kieran, who had been the benign head of the department of edwation g c ~ + f  
b r .  h r  sr.c[+ur became o m  college presicient. It was d w n g  h i s  ten of office tbt the @f9 

,$all E 
.-- present four buildings on the Brom Camps were compheted. Pet  classes also 

, is  crowded the park Avenue Building. Succeeding Dr. Kieran, Dr. Ekgene A. 
2 c 

Colligan, former professor of history a t  Fordhhm and associate superintendent 

i n  the ci ty 's  schools, took off ice in 1933. It was he who inst i tuted a 

reorganization of the curriculum, and it was awing his regime that  a new 

by-law of the Board of Higher Education provided fo r  an enlarged facuLQ 

membership, anci fo r  the election of department chairmen. It was under Gr .  

Colligan that House Plan came into being, in 1937. But more memorable to 

most people than these changes, was the distressin& f i r e  which burned the 

Old Gothic Structure on the morning of the coUegets 66th birthday, i n  1936. 

president immediately arranged to continue classes in rented qmrters.  

Temple k r l ~ l w P  a t  Fiftb Avenue and 65th Street  hospitably offered i t s  



schools rooms to +he elementaqr and junior high school. 

/ 
What to do for permanent quarters? The president and the ardent n, w ?fit GW - 

, I f Associate Alumnae successfully urged re-building on the Park Avenue s i te .  
I_ 

/ 
This would make evening and srnnmer session, adult  education and public 

forums, a s  well ELS day session class)s, readily accessible from dl parts  

of L!e city. ihe building was planned, and immediately began t o  take shhpe. 

<h d t f '  In September, 1939, &. Col l i an  took leave of absence and then resigned. - 
In  September, 1939, Professor George N. Shuster of Xotre Dame and St. 

Joseph's College fo r  Women caze to the college a s  Academic Dean and ecting 

President. l'he year 1940, the seventieth year of the college, was a gala 

a .  ' h e  cornerstone of the new building was la id ,  the buiiding w ~ s  completed, 

an6 fo r  the f i r s t  time i n  a great maw years, all the schools of the college, 

except the aronx unit ,  were gathered together under one roof. I n  1940, the 

college a l so  ~velcomed the induction of Dr. Shuster &s i t s  f i f t h  president. 

-4 naw building, a new leader, offered richer education, more stimulating 

vistas. but the delight i n  the new home was broken i n  December, 1 
lgLl rithJbd + Korld War 11. The college family turned to c iv i l  defense, to active Sv 

measures of aid. F i r s t  Aid classes, a i r  warden training were underttxea. 
b&i i $0 

-4mbuhnces were bought, war orphans adopted, blood fo r  plasms was contributed, 

war stamps and savings bonds were purchased. The Associate Al-e conducted 

a center of war tue  ac t iv i t i e s  - teas fo r  servicemen, Sunday afternoon am 

1 8  

A evening hospiteliiy, sllall g i f t s  f o r  a l l C 1 n  the college more t&n forty 
/ 

speail --area coursed were scheduled. And, because of the serious shortage 

of nurses, s program for  graduate nurses, leading to the Bachelor of Science 

i n  nursing education was inaugurated i n  1942. From 1943 t o  1945 the Bronx 

capus  was used a training center f o r  the WAVES. Bronx students and fkculty 

'("doubled upn with those alrea* a t  Park Avenm. 

I n  1946, we k d  the honor of housing the f i r s t  regular sessions of the 



United Nations Council and Assembly on the Bronx campus. This i s  the 

Assembly chamber i n  the Bronx gymnasim building. On t h e i r  departure, 

college sessions were resumed i n  the Sronx buildings. A t  t h i s  time, the d 
two-family Ecoosevalt House on East 65th St ree t  was purchased from President 

Roosevelt as a social and religious center f o r  the college t o  furthar 

"JForld friendship %rough understanding." The kssod a t ion  of :ieighbors and 

Friends of fioosevelt House, together with the Alumni Assoiiation and other 

wgll-?&shers, ra i se  the annual budget. The Altanni a l so  mainkin their  

hesdquarters here, w i t h  open house fo r  a l l  students. I n  1949, the Alumnae 

~ s s o c i a t i o n  in i t i a t ed  a scholarship and Welfare Fund from ahich to provide 

financial help for undergradustes. 

The changes in the college in the 1940's were academic, rather than 

physical. Courses were provided for returning veterans, men as w e l l  a s  

women, a t  federal government expense. Following t h i s  incursion of men, the 

Bronx centar became co-educational, graduating i t s  f i r s t  c lass  i n  June 1955. 

The vetersnst paper mergea w i t h  Bulletin,to create Arrow. 1954 saw the kist 

a l l -g i r l  "Sing." I n  the 40's and 50ts, the Alumni grew, both i n  membership G 
a~ i n  bctivity. Local chapters sprang up, such a s  this Queens chaptar 

group. These older s i s t e r s  of ours are  interested i n  strengthening the power 

and prestige of the college, in helping the stuients, .%nu i n  the con~inuing 

pleasures of friendship w i t h  the i r  former school mites. During this current 

period of expinsion of college opportunities, the Teacher Education Program 

was formulated to give students a f i f t h  year of training ~ecrding to Lhe degree 

of Master of Arts in education. Now, too, the School of General Studies 5 
l ,Abb $ 

&d" 
uaited the work of Evening, Extension, end dummer sessions, offering various 

workshops and experiaental a c t i v i t i e s  i n  aadition to  the regular courses. 
f l u  

The most recent additions to the Hunter curriculum a r e  the Sasic College 

Nursing Program fo r  uudergraduates established, in June 1954, offering a 

Becheior of Science degree and prewration fo r  the t i t l e  Registered Nurse. 



I n  September 1956, our Louis I. Rabinowitr School of Social work became the 

f i r s t  gradwte School f o r  Social Work to be conducted under public auspices 

2, u V c  i n  New Pork Stzte. P 
P i c # @  h r n  18L7 when a f r ee  academy f o r  boys presupposed a simiLar school 

.- 
for  girls, t o  1870 when Thomtis Hmtter 's  educstioas idea ls  f i r s t  took vis ible  

form, down the years, the college has grown through the vision of i t s  

leeders, the faithfulness of i t s  students, the warm support and devotion 

of its alumni. To-day, large i n  number, the college is  r ich  i n  the diversi ty  

of i t s  student body. New Pork City is but one contributor. Fmm Europe, 

Asia, Africa, South America; from a l l  the United States, come its stuients,  

t o  p h y  together, to work together, recognizing that "tihe care of the 

future i s  theirs." 

Wzabe th  Vera Loeb Stern 
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