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There is something portentous and even awesome about a class com-
pleting a period of college study, and facing the world -- a turbulent
and threatening world, at this pimpoint of nistory. For it is impossible
for anyone living in these times to escape the effects of the dreary
catalepsy of foaé and frustration that has gripped us with such relent-
less hands. The pages of the daily newspapers, the radio commentators,
the statesmen and the politicians, the pollsters, and the ordinary man
on the street, have all been preoccupied with dismal thoughts of the
disintegration of our society and of our moral standards; the collapse
of western éivilization, the impending physical destruction for most, if
not all of us.

Lewis Mumford calls this world into which you as a fresh new
generation, are emerging, "kindling for global gehsnna.® The moral break-
down, he says, bas shown itself in several ways: philosophically, in a
cult of nihilism, which denies the fundamental ciscriminations belween
good and bad; politically, it nas shown itself in the debacement of justice
and disregard of law, and in practiced indifference to cruelty; and
physically, it has shown itself in the uncoatrolled exploitation of physical
power, creating, in tne rather strong langusge of the writer, a state of
disorder and terror never even approximated in numan history since the
glow invasion of the glaciers during the ice ages.

I have quoted Mumford only because he makes Lhe typical case with
force and imagination. This sort of representation of the present state
of the world is now quite common; so common, in fact, that it was neadline

news for the Hasghington Post, on Christmas Day, that there was no
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world-shaking bad news to report for theat day.

If it were not for some reassuring tuoughts, which will be the
central theme of my address to you tonight, your appearance as a
graduating class, in full academic panoply, would be a sad and sobering
picture of misspent faith and futile coursage.

We have settled into the belief that we, as a nation, are a frus-
trated lot generally; dismayed and throttled by our owﬁApoter, and bent
upon enforcing peace upon the world only on our own terms, with our
mighty weapons. There is no bappiness in this prospect; there is, in
fact, & wretched defeatism., But I am convinced that this very mihilism,
this frustration, this flight to the finalities of violence, are in
themselves the weariness of age.

I do not believe that this widespread disintegration so dramatically
described, is in any such degree as is implied, a reflection of the
mentality or spirit of our younger people. There are increasing numbers
in our colleges; tney are showing a deep and real and wholesome interest
in social issues; they are engaging themselves directly with the social
problems of these times; they are not worrying themselves ill about pre-
serving a status guo that is obviously no longer possible; in Europe as
well as in America they mey have lost some of the old values (and some
might well be lost or exchanged), but new values are emerging which in
time may well prove to be soundest for thiz new age. The antidote to
fear and the sense of futility, is the clear recognition of these new
values.

Tiere is not to be discerned in these youth themselves, so {ar as I
can observe, the cynicism, the fear of war, or of depression, or of new

ideas. Nothing more clearly reflects this broad change and period
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distinction taan the sense of mission that is held by imcreasing numbers
of these youth in social and political problems, and in the changing
status of women. Certainly this doez not suggest the kind of moral or
spiritual or mental collapse that our commentators are worrying about.
More women are today in positions of recponsibility in the field of human
relations than at sny time in recent nistory. More women are today
seated in the parliaments of the world tban ever before. And what is most
significant, the most spectacular increase in women legislators has been
in those countries where women had little or no political stature before
the war.

The strixing difference in orientation and scademic concern that
sets off tne generation reprecented by this classe, and the cynical ones
is, I believe, the most wholesome and promising symptom of thi: very new
day. It 154%6aitivn and constructive approach to the world, a sence of
diﬁb&tlon that is realistic and free from the comstricting mythologies of
the past. |

They represent tie new values emerging in the world -- or certainly
new stresses in older values to which lip service ulls been given more often
than personal dedication. It is in these new values end stresses that we
look for the strength and spirit of the next years alead.

Let us look at some of them.
(1) The

4 I recall seeing a statesent by Dr. Oliver C. Carmichael, that tne
Itno subjects that have attracted uaniversal attention since thae war are
general education amd international studies. Here we have a revolt against
the fragmentation of knowledge and s deepening of interest in those subjects

that prepare for the common social respomsibilities shared by all men.
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Here also we have, even on the undergraduate level of study, a concera
about how other people live, what values reside in other cultures than
our own, what common bases exist for living together in & larger even if
more complex and difficult world.

The extraordinary growtih of interest and participation in social
issues and programs as & part of the educationsal process is an unmistakable
index to the positive concern of presentday college youtu. This concern
hes entailed a great many academic headaches, the bresxing of shibboleths,
at times startled teachers, parents and elders, over the invasion by young
students of tie not yet socially acceptable worlds of labor, politics,
social service, interracial and intercultural education and living. But
tuese interests have had the rich merit of humanizing the relations between
people in zn age growing steadily mechanistic, cold, fearfully and hate-
fully objective. The observation of Emerson that the principal aim of
sclolership is action has found fuller realization in these recent years
than at any time in our nistory. These are not sigas of frustration, or
of fear. Thls is a new and important value and force in the modern world.
(2) Zue Hew Cult of Humsn Rights. )

There is another development that is reflected in the faith and
actlon of the uncynical ones — a development tﬁat is pogitive and unmoved
by the fears and threats of war. It is the swift contagion of the doctrine
of human rights. Only ten years ago the idea of human rights was largely
a concept of philosophy. It ie today & principle of action, a living ex-~
perience to be understood by sharing in its operation.

The mood of the worla has been nospitable to the enunciation of the

Four Freedoms, the covenant of the United Natiouns, thne Atlsntic Charter.

Along with the major nations of the world, we were signatorie: to this
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pronounceneat:

"We, the peoples of the United Nations, determined to save
succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which
twice in our generation has brougat uantold sorrow to man-
sind, and to reaffirm faith in fundamental huwan rights,
in the dignity and worth of the husan persom, in the
egual rights of men and women and of nations large and
small...have sgreed to the present charter and do hereby
establish an interpnational organization to be known as
the United Hations."

In the past, and very receunt past, the human rights on which we placed
the hignest value (and which really are embodied in our conmstitution), have
been, in the last analysis, negative rigits —— intended to protect the
individuzl zgajnst certain kinds of action. There has grown up in the very
modern world a more positive counception of shuman righis, of economic and
social rights. These include the right to do a job, to certain social bene-
fits, to certain minimum standards of living. And now, only within the
 past two or thres yesrs, we have reached thue polmt, for the first time im
- our history as a nation, that civil rights can be dealt with as a majority
matiounal political issue. This issue is in fact before Congress today,

witn a popular gendate {rom the last Presidential election for legislative

~ action.by the 8lst Congress.

The very last act of the Talrd Conference of UHESCY in Beirut in

ecember was the umanimous approval of thévcbarter of universal human rights,
:byﬂthe Sub-lommittee on Human Rights of the United Nations, imcidentally
v.ﬂﬂ&ar the lesdership of Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt.
J This poeitive positionm has been taken Sy practically every nsational
anc inlernational organization, whether religious or secwlar or learned.
Wien it hus not been taken, its direct denial has been evaded, becsuse it
could not face the growing moral cemsure of humen inequalivy amd exploitztiom.

This is indeed a new climate, a new chullenge to youth, & mnew day, cesplite
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the insolent rebellion of a provincial section of our own country, sgainst
thiz tide of history.

Accepiance of the principle of action can be observed in the sweeping
extension of suffrsge, the be inning of rebellion of college youth against
the snobbisiness of fraternities and sororities, the relaxation of racial
and religious guota systems in colleges, the growth of orgamnizations for
democratic action, and the mounting protests of segregation and discrimi-
nation throughout the nsztion and, in fact, throughout the world.

This is & new front, a new orlentation, & new wvalue stress that is
giffereat in texture and charscler from the unhealthy fears thet nossess
the minds of the cynics. It may indsed be, as Victor lugo says, that great
perils bring to light the fraternity of strangers.

(8) Courage for Personal Democratic Action.

I want to call stteation to still snother value of this most recent

period, partially obscured by the aysteria of the oldnrg.\ It is the ex-
pending will to personal democratic action, -- both in gztiations and in
situations newly cefined in our modern society. When we entered World War 1I,
the greaat majority of the youth who went to battle under the banner of
democracy smdefresdom had very little real conceptién of its mesning. They
did not see the incongruity of such a crusade to save or carry democracy
to the world in racially segregated units, nor did they protest the in-
gisteace of some of our national policy makers upon the racial segregation
of blood plasma even for the wounded and the dying, merely to perpetuate
an acknowledged and obnoxious myth.

To many Americams still, what goes under the name of democracy is
more a standardized fear of Communism than reslistic and pgrofound demo-

ceratic conviction. This much is cert.in; that if freedom is to be made



o

g,
to live, it mgat be made to work, no®. There ic no longer the leisure
for elowly and la@ili.muturing the processes of freedom through education,
or for wsiting unhil:%ll rebellious or merely hteteful racial and religious
attitudes have been in one way or the other changed. In this stepped-up
age, with ite instantaneous communication, its swift travel, its zagnified
power, iis impersonsal forces pushing bard ageinst the frall structures of
human association, this lesson must be learned and appiiad within a
relatively few yoars.

The late Reverend Peter Marchall in opening the U. 5. Senate spoke
thda prsyer,

"Help us, O Lord, when we wani to do the right thing, but

know not what it is. But help us most when we kouw per-
fectly well what we ought to do and do met want to do it.®

Here iz another of the values that can and is commandipg the faith
and loyalty of the new generstion. For the failure to translate creative
idess into the reality of everyday situations iz & failure that can lead

. conviction
to (rustration, fear, confusion, ané uncertainty. It is the private of
ench of us thzt determines whet we cell public sttitudes.
(#4) Science and Knowledge.

There heg been sssoclated with this new sge of viclence, an almost
vniiealthy and terrified respect for ccience. In our modern society
science playe o great apnd susteieing role. It is well, however, to keep
in mind thet sclence is not the only kind of knowledge there is, -x It
ig & kind that serves a specisl purpoce and is valid for tne purpose.wx
Put it czmnot; s¢ Charles C. Morrisonsc well says, take the place of
wizdom or invalidate thie world of reality whici wisdom presuppores and re-
veals.we Jur emotions, our purposes, our values, our ideals, snd our

deciasione, in thelr living context —- of actual experience, lie bDeyond tae



resch of sclentiflic aetiode.
(5) Llus Pursuit of Peace.

I wish to speuk of one other redeeming vaiue thst lies before us aad
whica is, 1 believe, deeply seunsed by this newer geueration. It is the

impsrative pursult of peace. HNow this may sound like a pious platitude

;t war is

Gt

tuese days, because it stould be perfectly clear to ﬁverybod%@g
verrible, cestruciive, and inconclusive. There can né military’#iatoriaa
but no peasce. ¥e dp notl bave peace now Gespite our victories -- after

tue greatest attempt in history that ever falled. bBubl you camuot feil to
seuse the real shallowness of the ceptn of zo much of the talxg aboul peace,
in the open and somelimes sneering cynicism of some of toe press aud the
omnipotent commentalors, directed at the effortc of men of good will and
wisdom to lay a foundation for & lasiing peace.

Oue of tue wmost courageous efforts im this direction is the United
Bevions Educationa., Lclentific, and Culiwral Organization, which hae just
ended its third sescsion in Lebanon. What is there that is comic or
ridiculous about men who try to build the defences of peace in toe minds
ol men? As ¥r. srcalbeid Mockeiss so well says, il requires ve longer ito
provide a background for peacc'tnrsugn ecucntion aud culture £ﬁun io
prepuce an argy asd fortifications for the destructive but futile test
of force. What is there tuat is umresliuably idealistie, about getting &
| kumowledge and understending sbout thne necessities for survival of other
‘ people toau ourselves,” of feeling thelr Luman kinship, of &nar%ng re-
pources, or even ylelaing a fraction ol soversignty to the lasting end of
' iiving peacefully togetoer oun tais ngnet? Powerful men and nations, says
ﬁainhold Hiebubr, are oiten in greater peril from their own iliusions

toan {rom their meighvors' hostile designs. We can undermine the reality
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of our power by our very uncriticsl price in it.
Here sgein is anotier challenge for ihis new generation. One first
tect of world peace is our abilily o liive peacefully at home wiln our

nuzmaen differences.

These thoughts I commend to you graduates, as vocatishsk&nﬁfgggitive,
eraative mi:sions, thet you may remaln free [rom ine débilitahing and
distorting fears and frustratious thal lead %0 spiritual surrender, %o
notningness. I comsend to you these fresh and compulsive velues, whatever
of the old ones may have baen lost within the vicient past. Hay jyou, in

the words of Swift, live gil of the daye of your life.
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