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June is & month dcdium, since relatively irmemorial time, to brides
_mad ﬁmmumnm. 1 do not wish to suggest that there is any sort of connestion
’hnnm the two, or even to surmise that in days like ours a good husband may be
: nu ﬁifﬁwlh to acquire as & gm degres. It is merely werth nwﬁm&. I think,

_mw a8 ons contemplates mwﬁ% upon ‘either family life ar n mwn of service

e one. h going away from oneself, M mking s commitment to others, is forming a

o hm ar unions The imsge of & «m«mu :um to suggest .thnlt« ‘, m leaf, any

, Mm sireamer of ribbon, will mr in the breese. It will &u nn in & great

a maw of ways. Outside ny‘ wiaﬂw at home there is a m;ph W ‘ ,mﬁ I have

o ﬂt’hm been feseionted by am nmmnt of ite leavess Some 'uw ‘Emd fro with
'ua only be dhg,awud as Mn and dignity; others are tmw_%mtlcn "

) m;m end atill omr: mrm‘ uﬂly, as if they were mﬁwu m» o

iy m srt of jﬂkr‘huggin;- ﬁwb :im. '&h‘ wheel of & windmill amﬁl nf wood or

:m‘}. tm buckled toegether, m u uwt of mesmeric oircle, so mm mwww,k the

whoi. mn and spins on the ﬂﬁ» ﬁr air, it can be h;mutﬂ t tguk e L0
: '"m &M snd henerable task, hdtﬁ; h«lpml %o millers and hu f"‘aiuou the
"dmn of history. !
. It seems to me that W only truly exciting and rmrﬁiug decision a
hmu being oan make is ehowfuny tm beoowe pary and parcel nf Mm windmill.
Te flutter about aimlessely and alma way seem agreeable, but *me ma have
ﬁriml it are the great mlwmmw we the idlers whose idhm“ wimﬁ more
huwily in the end than evun wht Olﬂt of prison labers IS W tm ‘true that

wan is mester of his fate and an of his soul, but the poet v&m wrote




ol

those words happens to have haeaa/nindofutigtble social worker. Sometimes the
great creative artists seem recluses, but it is elear that their work is the
fruit of exacting cormunity effort in association vith other nrtittl. living
and dead. And it would be quite improper to cite the mystic as evidence |
against me, for his cmpmiénshxp is the most inesoapzbly friendly and pas~
siomate of alls The only thmg that really matters is that one be interesied
m," find & decent reward m; the work of the windmill of oue's eﬁ‘ummg. And
hwn one must- concede that t;;ﬁfﬂrltmtoly s great w‘pcwh are not at all
_comtemt, snd that in particular there is dissatisfaction mﬂw educated.
. The sducated person h‘qul{l‘ite naturslly prene te feel that he wants

: t«umn and be and act im an eﬁw‘w way -- that is, with a fa@iing thet he
is Mring in an intellectual txwiomm He tends te be unébm.&h‘ in his
own tnhian. because he Mima 1o his definition of himselfs. Lﬂu every-
. hody .hw, he wishes to embark W adventure, and when he has %hat word in
ui.nd he mn: ;o@ﬁphm-o of r‘:hk»_- kisks are of two kinds. ‘ﬁwn are those
; cm maxwhedly runs into. Ym walk around a corner snd mmmmg like the
Wing Tower of Pisa falls :&m far your special benefite-w or v}wre. as it
'tm with Romeo, stands the vary Juliw of your dreams. anm cm ﬁho risks
pnq'fmnimly seoks oute Like m«lot yeu ride in quest of mmatou and
~Mia~~ta dlstress -~ become ﬂt"nt‘ormr, in other wordss or ycg,}n_t up shop
as an insurence broker and begin ﬁﬁ stalk your preye. How it i-ﬁ to be expected
‘ww the educated person will aﬁprwiato intellectual adventure, whether it be
fertuitous or caloulated. He may dream of meeting & girl whe knows all about
@hn Pln'wnio ideals, or is able to predict within the fraction of en ineh what

the ulttmta effect of the bretton Woods agreements will be. Sho wants to teach,
; loriln

to marry Binstein's younger brether, to offer sage advice to the Seecretary of the
Interior. Contrasting models present themselves for her consideratiom. There is

the feminine Semator, busily plenning the future of the worldj and there is




.

Molly Simkins, dusting the furniture and feedinz the twins little tins of
. peas end spinnche

I am not going to argue that feedinyg the twins is the more importan;c
enterprise. ‘I‘G is, of course, because plaiuly if there were no children, there
would be no world to plane The poimt to be made is & somewhat less obvious one.
o speask of education a-f all, in its higher sense at least, is to reckon with
the mp@t of great literature upon the mind. And great literature -- that is
writing bern of profound feeling and deep insight into what the intelleet ean
dissern of the meaning of life, =~ is eoncerned with the sharing of very simple,
olmntal experiences. No man Viwth his salt, for instence, owf resurrecte te
his .ménm"ﬁho thrill of having once held thousands of persons at rapt attention
M he disooursed on some problem of assumed moment. But he does recall with
awy gratitude those rare hours whem he felt and could express tho pulse of the
common man beside hime I am certain that when lir. Roosevelt sensed the meaning
et m four freedoms, for example, he saw before his mind's eye a real men
wanting to go to church and not being allowed %o zo to church; a man eager to
work and yet umeble to find eny work to de; & man anxious to spesk to his neigh-
bor about the way things were zoing, and yet forced to rammin drmb by reason of
spies and sesret police. In ah-ar#, he had for e time the simple comradeship of
the common men and in that comradeship there was kindled w soct of light by
which signifieant things were made plain. Then the great statesman became
gmitnr than his time. Then he alsc became grester than himself. He beoame a
mouthpieoe through oh-the whole world spoke.

m great books are not sbout sowcalled great things. Perheaps the
only volume of speeches auybody in his right mind remds was written by Cicers,
and he merely happens to be preserved in academic aleochol. But who that has

ever read Horace oan have enough of him? In Amherst town there lived a little
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spinster whose name was Emily Diekinson, who made poems for the grown-ups and
gookies for the children. But today she is more deeply beloved by more people
than any other person of her gemeration save one alone. He is Lineoln, vrho.
knew thet wars must be won but alge that people suffer duripg wars == that
wounds must be beund up by these who survive. I eould go on endlessly.
mra is no wisdom in shtkacpcnrd. for instanee, whioch is deeper than his
insight into the meaning of farewell and finding anew; for that wisdom has to
do ﬁijﬁh the making and breaking of the great, the elemental em&miti&s upon
which society rests. i

: Therefore I should like to put to you a question: Would it not be
better to instil into one's living some of the spirit of great art thanm to
staks everything on elbow room for one's ego?! Suppose you find employment
and it seems very trivial employment. You teaeh Bngl ilh/ finding it a vast
tiamnhticn of very bad themes and no opportunity to expeund ss enly you, of
course, oould, the hidden intent of hy Lowell. Yes, but is it not a glerious
chanee to offer umthi:ng far more precious than anything else you ean give, .-
: namsly yourself? Is not your teaching a m appwmnuy to watch with
wonder beside the expanding flower of each ohild's soul, wondering why dearth
and evil should be here and glory there; to know that for a moment .yéu have
“held other groping fingers in your own; and to see the luster in the ges of
these before whom the horisons of life loom up for the first time? Or you

work in an oftfice where after three weeks you feel woefully like a rubber

stampe. Where, you wonder, is Keats in this place or & platform for ontesquieun?t

But the whole of the labering world drums out one monotonous rhythm. Evea the
kisses of rapturous love are ditte marks. You may find other, more varied
work to do, but remember that even a powerful stetesman's life is one handshake

and one speech afbter amother. And even so the rhythm is beautiful.
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Certainly this world would be a far happier place if there were less
shouting and more silence; less taking and more giving; less o vintary and
and more a/lc ‘rm For a hundred and fifty years, almost all the grut'
poeta have been trying to say Just that because of their awarsmess that for
lack of insight into this truth their age would risk destrustiom. Wordsworth
and Keats, Tagore and Hopkins are agreed and we now know that they were right.
But it is not merely that the 9ollectivity has been at war and in chaose. The
t,i;ngle person, too, has been mgae-uy unsettled. For go loag; & tim we have
presched the dmta’m of flcxing uusclu. inuneetmx and phyaiul, that the
imun socene looks, even in a fru society, like an assemblage of pistol packers,
each taking the other for his tar;ﬂ. At the family hearth fire, the drame is
xfmr. far too of ten not one of ﬁw discovery of unity, of the waaﬁ%ng over
fa.{frax}mms for the sake of agreement, but rather that, apw'e‘xxfxy, of the
boxing bout. Does any one wnm&p‘t that there should be strife between groups
and se~oalled reaces when the dominant individual philosophy h one whiah holds
that training the uind means mining & weapon? Let us say in raply only that
a weapon does not heals end if we ‘heed anything, you and I and 117 at us, it
is healing. Healing of wnlvu through the healing that emo.a to us from
others may well be the recipe fnr happiness whick the groeat tuohnﬂ of humane
ity have left us as their logtey.

Oh yes, there is a discomtent, sometimes termed divine, which com-
timwmly spurs us on. But we should be very careful what we mean when we
speak of being spurred on by that discontent inte making room for ourselves.
In & little while the space may be large but there mey slso be nobody else
there. What symbol of all this could we desire on a grand scale that would

be more effeotive than Hitler?s exsmple? He struck sbout him with mighty

- arms, and the blows he gave seomed almost like those whieh the Prophets onoe



"

asoribed to the vengeence of the Lord. But in a little while there was empti-
'/uu inside the realm of the New Order and only Hitler was there. Do not btake
Hitler lightly. His kingdom is served by all who follow his prineiple and his
rules  But the end of his kingdom is always the same end.

| If you asked me to pray for you on this day so rich in meaning and
)'m hope for you, my mtiﬁm wuu be this: When you know suffering, may it
be such as quickena your lym'khy for all living things that brnathe 80 much in
‘pein; when you find Joy, and uy that be wery of ten, let it prove gladness like
uﬁw & ochoral somg of meny hearss md iands; whmvlwa comes, may he paint for
you a Ianﬂm;m which he and you have chosen together, tracing every shadow and
draining the preciocus vials of ;%11&{1‘3 to the last dreop; and when you find work,
may it be toil which brings bresd first blest and broken together with other
“wwi:iée!mi ®ho have becowe your friends. I shall hope that your twiaﬂp will be
gladly heard at many other thresholds, but that inside your own a fire may

always burne

June, 194§
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