BAGCALAUREATE ADURESS

Given by President George M. Shuster - June 18, 1944

The other night, & snatch of an old sentimental sony oame k
to minde You all know it --

"A soldier of the L&gion lay dying in Algiers;

There was lack of women's nursing,
Thare was dearsh of wopan's tesrs.”

We couldn't quite mmna e that sort of ditty now. hHut it
lu&éoulyobaaemea elear thu. when {hose verses were written Florence
Wightingale hed just appeared -- & greai woman who wmade nursing part
of uarfura,'uhota memory is no doubt smersd to every soldier at the
front today. I think alse of the last line oé another lyrie whieh you
may also have reads It was written by Lieuteasnt Stanley Prootor Wright,
who was killed on bougainville Island during 1543, just a year after he
graduanted from Dartmouth. The line, whioh is addressed to his sweethesrt,
rends, \\

”Temeribﬁ must e greater than ouwr selfishness.”

it seems to we that the poem of whiéh this is & part la the
only verme like Kupert Irooke's to have come out of thils war. Florence
Hightingale would have liked it, beomuse it is a formule whioh you can
use to do even 44 wmuch &s she did.

"fomorrow must Lo yreater than our seliishnessd” You may
perhaps wonder a 1lttle ebout that. Wost ol you have gyone through Hunber
on whet might perheps be described as & series of shoestrimgs. You have
worked et Maoy's, iiloomin dule's, Altmen's. You have stayed up with the
’nsighbar't bavies. {ou have done odd jobs for the Registrar av fifty
cents an hour. aAnd no doubt & good many of you have ssndwiehed homework
between washing tne dishes and dad's session with the radio and the

evening news. You have written scores of letters %o soldlers and

sailors, have pleaded with the lean, and have hung for hours from the
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straps of the subways. Doesn't it seem that after all this, with the
eften seriously imperilled diplomm now safely in tow, there ought at
last to be a time in which %o cash in? These days numerous Hunter
graduntes da‘quitc nicely, indeed. They are, as our survey of & re-
oent class indioates, teachers, stenogrephers, statisticians, journslists,
&atignnrl, et ceteran ad infinitum. Highteen percent of a class which
graduated a year ago ere housewives -~ a figure that testifies to a
degree of acquisitive suocess which, under the circumstances, is nothing
short of mirsoulous. |

But the brilliant led who died in the South Pacific jungle
says that this will far from pay the bill of 1life. Oh yes, he desparately
wanted the girl to whom those lines were addressed -- a slip of s thing,
probably, just finishing her second year at college, bright eyed sand dark,
with a deep concern about how to improve the affairs of mankind. But he
had learned to know that the things you most desperately want are hard
to define becsuse they are deep inside you -« the eraving for satisfied
honor, for the chanos to live up to one's prophetic intulbtion of righteouss
ness, for the requisite bravery at a moment of desperate sacrifice. I
make the point here hecause the greﬂ% women who have 50 nobly helped to
bear the burdens of & crestive pesce have had just that outlook upon
1ifes June Addems, Marie Curie, Lilian Wald, lary Simkovitch, Zleanor
Noosevelt -~ these and so meny others have changed the world round sbout
them by manifesting the courtesy snd humenity they elung to within them-
selves. It is the old story of being great by reason of whet one is
rather than of what one has. It newly illustrates the truth thet te him
who heth much shall be given.

Perhaps it will help to place before you two less well-known

women. The firat is Henrietta 5sold, born in Baltiwore, intelleotually

gifted, destined finslly to become the foremost seoeial worker of modern
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Palestine. If the Zionlst idea has succeeded, & large measure of the
eredit must 30 %o this indefatizable woman. Her life, nos tranquil or
satianted, was spent in great part on those battlements wﬁsre humanity
wrestles againet despair for bhe gaiming of visien. But her blographer
refers on his laat page to a meéhln@ &t the village of Ben Shewen, where
& little Austrian refugee girl speke. Turning to Henrietta Seold, she
promised: "ie will follew the romd we have taken,- forward and upward.
4nd you wil& be with ue on the road.” 4ind whet could mean more to any
mertal oremture at the close of life than knowing thet one's spirit will
live on in the dream and the doing of youth?

I give you enothor exammple. [ere in New York there lived s
1ittle Italian nun. She was naéar in the newrpapers. Her days were spent
tirelessly cdolng good unto others. But when she died the fame of her
stranze holiness spread. A boulevard was nsmed in her memorys Soldiers
and their mothers, of all oreeds, pray to her. And the other dey an angry
mun wandered for na.purtiaulur reason into her shrine. Suddealy he began
to chuckle, to snicker, to hide his face, convulsed with laughter, behind
& handkerchiefs A8 he went out, snother visitor, somewhat shooked, asked
whet he thought was so funny in that holy place. The man said, "The wife
and I had & quarrel, and I left the house with my wmind made up never to
step inside it again. Then I happened to pass this pinnbvand walked in
to eool offe. All of a sudden it dawned on me how ridiculous our quarrel
had been -~ about nothing much at all reslly, we had juat been waking
fools of ourselves. We looked so funny as I thought of us that I unnﬁod
to laugh out loud.” "That," said the questioner gravely, "wss the ine
fluence of Hother Cabriani.”

Khether it was, or not, I believe that the effeot of great

human personalities, of the wise snd generous humean spirit, on the making

of history is of supreme importance. And if this be true, sll of you



have something spesial to try te give your country throughout your lives.
We talk oonstantly these days of the problem of power. By this we mean
two things: [irst, the vast ecoumulation of meshanicsl aud vhemical k
energy now a% the disposition ol society; and second, the oconcentration
of politieal strength %o & degree sufficieat to insure the hernessing of
thet ensrgy to soolal objectives. e who cling to the demooratio faith
are no doubt aware of crueisl diffioulvies whioh bloek the way to an ef-
fisient solution of the problem. 4s we often admit, we muddle through. ,
On the other hand -~ and the point has probably notv been streesed snough
«= Herr Hitler wes fescinated by his own analysis of social dynamisme
He formed a rough but shirewd esvimate of whet could be done with the
eaergy svailable, provided e suificient cancentration of politioal
streagth could be effected.

But like rany in the records of the past who resemble him,
Herr Hitler had absolute coatempt for the human beings with whose help,
and for whoze benefit gvtaummhly. the problem of power was to be solved.
1% was this contempt which ultimately brought the free nations of the
earth inte the war againet him. We need not go into further detail, I
think, irn order to conolude that any plan like Hitler's is bound to fall
beoause 1t is & plan concelved against rather than with men. And I think
we ubpy likewise conolude thet demoorsoy will succeed, if it really can
live up to ite own faith and so both discover and utilire the resources
of hurén nature. And smong those resources none is more important than
man's instinctive urge to humanize the world. VWordsworth said that the
funetion oi poetry is to wake the universe habitable. And I am serious
when I say thet unless the applied sciences bescume poetry im this sense
wan omnnot live with them. He will die by them as he is dying now.

Let me illustrate again. 4 college miﬁht have the wost

scholarly instructors, the finest laboratories, the most effective



system of financlal control, the ablest registrar, and still bs w wholly
dead, dreary and useless place. Only if its teachiny comes to life, and
only if what are celle: its guidence services are warm and cordial, ean
it do anything signifieant for its students. I have preached to you for
four years the dootrine that you must make yoeur college life bappy if
you wanted to make your educetion worth while. And happiness is neither
& guffaw nor a ncﬁ;g it 1s the result of purposive living in the cempany
of aeﬁurn‘- aot %asi&g them, but with them. And why should we suppose
that the state, even a world state, would be &« becrable place unless it,
$o0, mude for happiness?

I have salid thaese things Lo you because they seem %o be the
enly things whieh at present ere being ignored. se will win the war,
and if we oan keep the so-celled Four Powers together we can maie a
peace. 4 formula for some lnstitution resembling the Lesgue of Nations
will be found. Ve shall unearth a solution of sorts for the finascial
and commercial quandaries which we face. But how esn we put some life
into these things? Hr. Wallece's ressrk that the babies of the
Hottentots ought to have & pint of m}lk e day hes been hissed from
many & gallery. But why wouldn't giving them that be just ms epoche
making & step forward as was Florence aighving#lu’a devel opment of
asursing? Ve are tclé thet if we inelst upon doing relief work in the
stricken countries of Europe, some Amerieans may not be able to g.u all
the luxuries to whiech they are seoustomed. Eut who on esrth ceuld term
our demooracy a living falth unless we siokened at the thought of poofl;
sbarving while we sat grinning snd gussling?

Whet are we dolng when we undertake these things other than

vwhat we attempt in daily living if we have laerned o live at ally fThe

other day the paper oarried & ploture of a little Freach girl plesing

flowers on the freshly dug grave of an American soldier. Whet oould
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she heve done to show us more elearly &w wey wo must zot? Ye are omlled
upon te¢ jive human signiflicance to the ecuntless youny, greves whieh are
the priece this century hes peid once more for the opportunity to be frees
The men uha‘ lie there will heve no dreamless sleep. We say thet what is
mortal in them has put on immortelity. And I would repeat that now not
in its loftiest semse but in the lower, earthly one that what they had
8% stake when the sunrise hour saw them te their death lies upen our
future like the shadow of rightecusnees itself. You who are young, too,
must find the mysterious fimgers by which their spirits remch out te us,
even 88 the spirit of Henrietis S30ld remchsd out te that of a litile
Austrian girl at Sen Shemen. Those fingers are not shrewd and larde
They have the text in their hands -- "Tomorrow must be grester then our
selfighness.” There is suffering they have put awey frow them, &nd we
remember 1% because it is so very dear. There are the tears thet dried
80 slowly in their mothers' eyes.

Yet thefe is something fer more important. It ig this we
%he burning desire that Judith and Mary and (erol, ;oing out from college
%0 live in the greater schocl of Ameries should remenier, as they ride
the subways, and dine, and scramble after the gold thet buys and buys
that there is always e uhnncnging seniry at every armu:road. lie says,
what light ie in your window end whet high courage is in your stridet
How will you be remembered when the end of the Journey comes? And abeve
all have you kept the faith of Salerno and Batman and the Nermen besches 1
Or have you desided that eynicism will do nicely and what you ocan g;ct‘ out
of it is only half enough? My dear ;irls, yours like mine will be a
haunted generation. I only hope that the ghosts you ses will smile as
they speak to you in this the twilight which you may still make the
morning rather than the evening of the world.

I do not say that you will find all this either iomediately




rewarding or untroubled. Storm snd cloud are always approaching the
landscape of man. 5ut I em sure you will have a good journey even 20.
It is our hope thet the benediotion of Heaven may be upon you always,
and that you way know with lesefield that in our best moments we all

are

"evsegathoring as we stray, & sonse
Of 1ife 80 lovely snd intense,
1%t lin;ers when we wander henoe;

That those who fellow feel bebind
Their baecks, when all before iz blind,
Our joy, & rampart to the mind."
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