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GREETINGE T UBADUATEE, EUNTHR <OLLEGE
There is one preblen of everwhelmins iwpurtsces in this sountry tedey -
u&ﬁg i the guestion of moraleeeihis msatal mﬂﬁtm af our eltisess as regards

eours;e, seal, and mmmc/’t/"“ﬁ W

tolensl Lindbergh seys !dtler cen't get usy v, m:m suys perbeps he 083,

After readimg the papsra for the last eouple of wesks, one Legius Lo feel mt‘”w}'d

dmlindotp dobnting the eternal "o beesor zet o ve%e Certalnly we do not nesd more
M;wundmumﬁm,g,ﬁ)nmmnmmm. peuple must Leel and whow

strangth eﬂm sincerily

people wnd they will wot fight, you een give jJoue e labar and 1t will not produce,

purposss 7ithout o high morels, you can dreft

and you ems esploy espital sad it 1Ll bog dome

1t has bess mu important step and & wise ene, Lo dralt yowns nen el ghm
the wilitary treining, wven though the likelilood of their using it &l S
But memsdiile, to dreft then 1s not mou kJfy you heve to inapire thes, you have to
T -2 Nmm feel thet what they sre doing 18 the most ncesssary end Loportsst thiag
in the world, Seb—evenr—a-hishirepk

e, o S 5 it Mwww

You can give jobs to labor but wnless sorsle is hight, wnlass they really
want to do the werk, they will saly ask for mere pay snd shorter hours and they
will soom maite the cost of defesus teo highf and produstion insuffieient, They must
work with & willy

ind sapitel must be meowrarsd o lake Lte full shere of the risks without
wdus burdense Losders in fndustrye-lusiness aame-ere human oo, and they can gw'
di peoura ods l

st we need L the spirlt thet will keep our shols pesple working tegelhar
wibh tholr hearts at rest wod thelr ninds concemtralel ou our CUAN NeGdS.



-

You may wonder whers you come in o all thise You have as fine an sdusetion ss this
eountry ean give. fou were chosen for thls edusation Lecause by all known tests, your
abilities were well above the average. If you have any sense of pratitude to your sountry,
and 1 lnow you have, I eall uwpon you to be lesders in tho new spirit which must pervede this
lend,

he history of the world is the reeord of ome erisis alter snother, ususlly associoted
with sn individusl, Alexendsr, Caesar, Uapoleon, aad mow Hiller, Ul course, suue pesple would
say that is those days, pesple did not inow they had » erisis, but they m ght, conversely,
say boday thab we invent erises. In sny event, we have to moke the best of erises in our own
lives mnd we must get adjusted te erises in our publie life. Ve camot all be Ut. George fight-
ing the Dragon, but at least we can act ag if we thought we were, Let us gel some fun out of
it, toce

And surely you have learned in Collese that good work is sccomplished anly with seals

A good piese of wurk pets you somewhero., Just tarzing slong is hardly worth the effort. Ve

noed to face the defemse progrsm with spirit and we need you ss lesders in it. You may per-
haps go into real delemse jobs and perhaps you may go inte growing vegetablesweor just peeling
themeethis Summer. Sut for Coodness' saks, do it with pep, as if you reslly meant it und let
that pep be eontagiouss

Finally, have confidence in yourselves and donfidenee in whal we are sll dbing. This
gouatyry has hed a great past, based mn the superior rorsle of its people,. lie have bewm
{nventive sad sdventurous. Lvery gentleman is &« bit of e gmabler, aand thei willingness to
Ptoke & ohanoe" has not been lueking in our national histery. Jur inventions aud thelr per-
feetian, our mass produetion, all centribuie Lo the huge .induntwul development Ior which we
in Amsrics are famous., loloue ean Leat us at @Athqr e copy us, but we san keep at the
head of the processicn 4f we want to and of ecourss, we want to, Let us make up their ninds
for thate

1 had just entered esllege when we were trylng to make the world safe for deascrecy

and the thing 1 remember about it sll is that we really meant it. %e did not Just siudy, we
studied snd knitted, Ue went meatless, suzerless, hestless, and we loved it; we got 'flu and

sinus trouble exd we didn't cere and just bocause we did not suceced in meiking the workd saf'w



in the world,

If you hed seen us then, I thimk you would haws thought us pretty
8illy. Ve wors long bloomers snd niddy blouses snd did ouwr halr in bung. e HEre
frigntfully shooked wien one of the sirls relled her stoskingg and exps ed her ineed
and we looked down om those who Lebbed their halry Hut we read Under Vire and hed
strong convietions snd ;rest enthusiasas, or call 1% “morele”™ if you weat to. fe
lived hard snd some of us died youngy we belisved with all our hesrts that "one
erowded hour of glorious life is worth a mﬂ& m'itkax;t & nenee” snd toat Lo what I
tak of you todey, '

fuentin Roynolds hes sald thwi the wouwnded don't ery. Lot us who have
not been hurt stop erying over our imeginary dumage. hatever La to same, let 1%
ez, end let us all tighten ouwr 'elts mud vo sub into Lha uneertain Muture
iz high epirite. And to you who sre the privileged fow, I suy thet you huve &
speciel duty ia leading the way,

Earion L, Vaek



USING WE.T NEENOW

Remarks at Hunter College Commencement, February 4, 1941

by

Hon, Urdway Tead, LL. D.
Chatrman, Board of Higher Education of the Ci$y of New York

LSt

I received a month ago a New Yeer grecting curd which read
as follows:
"The failure of the world today is the feilure
of the book -~ of the power of the true word-
of the socumulated experience of mamkind., ¥e
do not know how %0 use what w8 know,
"The best New Year I can wish for you ani yours
is s year in which euch of us will find the best
use of his own wisdom for the common good."
iy friend's card was saying in thoughtful language what was
said to the countfy agriculatural agent by the &3& old farmer when the agent
was trying vo get him to read some mew pamphlets on improved farming meshods.
The farser was not ispressed. He said, "I don't ferm as good as I know how now."
Colloge graduates, 1 can promise you , are faged with a sisilar
problem, Are we sure we know how to use whaet we know?
1 have newer discovered any simple panmces %o meet this dilemma,
But 4 Go know thet many of us on oeonsion =sk ourselves-what good has ecollege
been to me? Ur-how c¢un I resily use my education to best sdvsutage?
The experience is general that for the first few years after
eollege the work you do if you take a job may roquiaﬁ.ns than your full power,.
"What good is a college education if I have to sell tin pans in a department

store?™™ is a question one often hears.



wile

4180, the experience is all to freguent thet the college woman five
years out who has married end has a ohild says to herself, "What good is a college
edueation when * have o spend so much of my time over a washtub®”

The answer %o )th girl in the department store or on any job is the same
85 the apswer %0 the young mother., It 12 t is: Too much educédtion is impossible.
There is slways the chance that there has been the wrong kind of educakion, in
the sense ﬂm'm- kind of expsrience or subject matter studisd may have 1131;-
rekevance to ybur condition. Or one may have been taught what $o think rather
than how to think. DBut sduestion is really capaeity to confront new experience
end cope with it more satisfactorily because of one's grasp distilled out of
pust experience.

Ther® is an iuportant sense 1+Moh we do in any event bring ouwr total
eapacity to bear on asay problem wé face. But that doesn't answer o.r sense of
disorepancy between the power we feel possessed of nnd the limited nature of the
tagk at hard, or betwoen the amount of omr informetion and the relative finef-
fectuality of our lives.

If we are going to use what we know right now, whatecer the circumséridbipe
limits of the new experience we confront, we must ask ourselves always: What im
my past relates %o, bears om, throws light upon, is smalogous %o, this new
confronted problem?

This matter of use is a matter of persistnet intentional rgc;\.;ug of
old %0 new, T e college graduate who is selling tin pans surely cun make more
of her work and amount 60 more through it fhan a grammar sehool graduate, And
if she keeps persistently relating what she knows to what she is dcing, she is
likely to find herself ssked to do something more and still more,

And there is surely gn argument but tiat the college girl as a mother
does a far more resomrceful job thanm if she had no such trainidg, again udhinc

Rer ability to relate Chsucer to children or calculus to FX a group.



If she Eped dossn' velate, dossnit meke s meaningful comnectiém, and
m.al/t find life fuller and richer, the fauit mey be hexe or it may be the tm:.w
of Hunter Coklege. 1% is eonceiveble thst ss sales girl or as mother she will
recall from college little of informatioa or -ttitude which has sny carry-over
or trensfer value. if beseuoh you-if you find that the ouse, come back sad tell
us. ke are m:fﬁnnmu slogan,="1f sstiafied, tell others; if not, tell us."
o But my sole thought for you is this ome of relsbinge you will use what
you know, if you try persistently %o bring your education to bear on sach specifie
issue in living.

This element of persistence,lfif of sonfidenee, of esgerness in atiack,
I censot ignore, You can, for exumple, go out from herd saying, "The world is
dying, going inte a sailspin. Joe is me.," Witk thet attitude you won't use
your education, I cen assure you.

Or you ocan go out saying, "4 new world is struggling to be born and
I propose to belp it.”

With that eegerness, with that outlook, with persistenee in seeking
to EXEISAS ralate the resulis of your learcing to your sdventure of lipiug- you

will find life your oyster!
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