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What can I say as a parting word to the Class of June '38, for whom I
have a real affection? I should be bitterly ashamed to have to fall down in
your eyes and to say as Dre. Butler is quoted as having said at the recent
Columbia graduation:"Can it be possible that Spengler was right when he told the
world some twenty years ago that the decline of the West was obvious and certain?
Must the coming generatioﬁ accept a situation in which Democracy through feeble=-
ness, lack of moral courage, and want of efficiency becomes'the spectator of its
own tragedy rather than the hero of #ts own destiny' "?

When men are well on in years,they sometimes feel out of step with the
times.To them the "times are out of joint"™ while actually they have lost touch
with the times.Yes,and I venture to say if,if Dr.Butler believes this,he too,
is out of date.To get up and suggest defeatism to you young people,the great
hope of the land;is a sign of futility.Dr., Butler and his kind may be defeated;
I assure you that you are not,.

This year as class after class of graduates have sat on the edges of
their seats,thinking of their futures, jobs,homes,the thrill of living,it has
become fashionable for stuffy oldsters to tell them that all is hopeless,that
they are a lost generation; What pat words these are! And what do they mean?You
are not lost.Only those who have no message for you are lost;

There have been so-called lost generations before,I belong to a pree.
vious lost generation.It is a rare privilgge that I should address you,for those
who called us lost almost two decades agosare still doing most of the speech
making.Ours was the lost generation following the Great War.Our young people
were supposedly lost in an orgy of riotous loving and living,stimulated by
bath-tub gin,with F.Scott Fitzgerald as our soothsayer.bertainly the war up-
rooted our lives,

We were thrown into violent upheaval and the very surface phenomena
of our release from a shady Victorianism was mistéken for our inability to
adjust to a changing world. However, I promise you that we did adjust,as
young people umsually do,and we settled down to our homes and children,our
careers and jobs.We are more critical and less set than our predecessors,but
we are bearing our share of the burdens of the community.We are not lost;jit is

»

those who failed to understand and help us who are loste
And now they turn their attention to you and are calling you a lost

generation.While the Great War supposedly upset our equilibrium,the Great

Depression is said to have upset yours,I want to assure you it has permanent-

ly upset only those who 4o the speecch-making, not you., You will no more be
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lost than we were.You may have to wait a bit longer for your homes and
jobs but you will have them,

Over 100 years ago,the first four women graduated from Oberlin College.
This Spring,Hunter alone is graduating more than 900 students.There is a great
future for women.There is a great future for you.Being strong,hopeful and cour-
ageous,you will create new opportunities for yoursel¥es and will replace those
who have lost hope.They are the real lost generation,lost in the ideology pre-
ceding the Great War.

What you have to do above all,is what that pre-war generation has failed
to do.,You must adjust to a changing world.And the world is changing and has
changed before.In the late 18th century,revolution against autocracy ran around
the world.America freed hefself from tyrannysFrance foll>wed suit.Democracy
became the order of the dayeAnd this movenent was supplemented in the middle of
the 19th century by a great movement for individual liberty.You had the Chart-
ists in England;Garibaldi in Italy,and the uprisings in Germany which sent
Carl Schurz and many others to America,

Now you are seeing collectivism surge through the world.Communism in
Russia and Fascism in Italy are but different menifestations of the same collect
ive trend.The emphasis is on groups rather than on individuals.Collectivism
can take vastly different forms in different countries,depending on the funda-
mental objectives of each community.Its influence has obviously spread in this
country.But do not fearjthere is small sign of tyranny here.You must learn to
take the new factors in your stride.I beliéve that it is the inability to accept
change which is czusine havoe today.

And so I see for you,friends and graduates of '38,a world of hope, a
world not of decline but with a future,You will live in a community more or
less conditioned to collectivism,but a frece and democratic America. You will
still be in control of your own destinies,having learned to adjust in an

ever-changing world, o

t it



From: Anna Steese Richardson,
Talk to the 1938 Graduates,
Hunt er College,

June 15, 1938

FACING A FEW FACTS OF LIFE

President Colligan and the faculty of Hunter College:

I congratulate you on having completed another year of service
to the Gi%y of New York and its young women.

To the parents of the 1938 graduates I extend my warmest felici-

tations., TFrom experience I know that this is a great day in your lives.

For some of you it ends a long period of personal sacrifice and self-

aff

denial. Buﬁﬁthat is behind you and today, as you look at these girls
)
whose education you have made possible, there is in your hearts only the
’ YoAAS -
joy of realization. For no matter what we parents may achieve in a
Yo
business or a profession, no matter what we may produce through manual
toil or creative thdought, nothing can compare in value to society with
our clear-seeing, clear-thinking daughters. Bone of your bone, flesh
of your flesh, these graduates are your rewasrd fer—shatever—thoireducew

[

the City of New York, owes you a heavy debt

for seeing than through Hunter Collegze.

And now to you, the graduates of 1938, I offer congratulations
on havinz finished your course at the largest college for women in the
world and one whosé standards have never been lowered by its continuous
and unprecedented growth. But more than congratulations, I owe you a
debt of gratitude for the privilege of standing before you today as a
women with a message.

When your lir. Chase, as an o0ld friend of our magazine, asked me

to speak here today I told him that it was impossible. I had never spoken



at a college commencemént; I had not graduated from & college or univer-
sity, and the only degree I have ever received is an honorary one, in
recognition of my servicesto business. I could not possibly bring to '
you such a message as Fem—depmesyewes you have earned at the hands of a
master mind in education or in world affairs. Uy Alma liater is the Normal
3chool of Philadelphia, and I am a working woman.

But lire Ohasé laughed off my confession .of academic shortcomings.
And whag he informed me that I had been invited to speak, not by the presi-
dent and the faculty of Humbter College, but by your votes as the members
of Senior Class, Well)that was a different story. Wild horses couldn't
have kept me from accepting your invitation. My first impulse was to
meet some of your class leaders and learn first-hand what sort of a mes-
sage I could bringz to you on this, one of the most significant days of
your life. But you were all cramming for your finals, and I was making
a speakine trip for the Crowell Publishing Company in the great middle
west. So instead; I interviewed prospective graduates in Chicago, in
linneapolis, in Nashville, in Kansas City, icIutserawo¥®s. \hat problems
of the immediate future were heaviest on their minds? &% I learned about
Zgg.from those young men and women in our sister states. And I made the
astonishine discovery that your problems todqy are exactly the problems
that vexed me when I received ny diploma fifty-three years ago.

Like you, I wanted to live fully, richly, to have a career of my
own chocsing, and to be hapnpy. I faced the same obstacles, even greater
ones, than you are facing today. I had the same bitter disappointments
that you will meet in your upward climb. But you will find that obstacles
and disappointments develop the strength of character, the tenacity and
the persistency that make for success.

Yes, I cen hear some of you whisper to each other, "Oh, but when



she went to work there were jobs for everybody." Were there ? No! m y
" Q’“ 7 4 Wl

> .
In those days being a woman was a handicap. Employers spurned us. lien»
&&quvworkers viewed us with suspicion and resentment. As a pioneer newspaper
_ Wt
reporter, I remamber beifg snubbed by my neighbors. I couldn't possibly
paast, s
be respectable and run around calli&§mon men as I did. One of my class-
mates at the Philadelphia Normal School was the daughter of a man who
owned a ﬁrOSperous business college, vwhich was training young men to
use typewriters, - then a novelty in the business world. When his
dauzhter announced that she would open classes in her father's business
school to girls, the entire faculty of the Philadelphia Normal School
tossed her into outer darkness. She was about to lead nice girls astray
e ) nbaslrws:
in the busitiess world. Of course a few aged, withered spinsters served

as clerks in retail stores, but with them it was stand behind a counter

or starve. They had no ambitions to becpme buyers, or stylists, or copy-

writers in the advertising department. Every—vioneer—in-the-business

s
world fought, bled and~s6iétimes had nervous prostration. There-were -

timas_mhenwnnly;xgp4aEnsemofmhumanwsamndwmewanémkep$mmewa£wworkwizfuunnniﬂu-

ss.well admit..it.--snobbish-relative in Rittsburgh; Pennsylvaniae- Al
Bittsbureh-is-at-once.the ugliest. and. .most. snobbish.eity in. Americes=-
Shile-T-way-dréssing for a dinner-party, my aunt entered-my-room;-coughing.
anologeticallys..-"Now; tnna~deur§, sald she, "nlesse don't mention-your-
wozk_ftonight, will you 2. None.of.my-friends -have daushts¥s who work ToF™
the@rw&éving&:)
Obstacles ? All kinds - professional, social, domestic.

-But what of you girls ? You can glory in your right and your ability to
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work. Your families will encourage you; your friends will congratulate

-
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you, and if you get a job you'll be the envy of all your associates. The
o o T 7 g
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rizht to work in any chosen line is ydhrs;m Life, liberty and the pursuit
of happiness. A phrase as o0ld as our céunt:y, as vital as it was in 1776
- as it is today and it will be tomorrow and always,

Then consider our respective preparation for living and working.
We of th? graduating class of 1885 had no practical education for living.
Our physical education was limited to what were known as the Delsarte i
exercises. We wore baggy bloomers where you wear snappy shorts, and those
bloomers typified our education for living. There were no courses in
hygiene, or home economics, in the handling of money, budgeting, or buying.
e—deaITel oW —to—ceelk; bws we were taught nothing about diet and its
effects on the human body. We had no extra-curricular groups for guid-
ance in meeting modern conditions and adjusting ourselves to the social

h g,

body . We had no forums in which to hear discussions of economic or

social conditions. .,

————— """z'wvm»._.—.—.,...,x,,,., s

<edgangeotstires. Primarily, we were trained to be teachers who would

b~
train more girls to be teachers. To teadhi not to live. And you have
‘lel the rights and the liberties and the social opportunities
St Ay B

that we, the pioneer business women, had-%e-win-for you. You have in
your hands the knowledge and the opportunities which should lead to the
abundant life.

Yes, I know what you are thinking. Where are the jobs ? How do
we get a start ? What door will open to us ? I can't tell you that,
I can only say that todsy the job goes always to the exceptional girl,

forgoly B

not to the average girl. And that most jobs are made by the girX'herseif:

liey I give you one instance ? Two years ago a young women graduated

-from a famous college of home economics. She couldn't secure a post as
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teacher nor as home economics director in a food factory./g She read

41

en advertisement. A business woman wanted an expert housekeeper to take

over her home and two children. The graduate without a job answered the
(v
advertisement . ﬁHFor two years she has managed the business woman's home;

she did the buyi%g for the family, she hired and fired the day workex)

who helped her. Because she was a fine dietitian, the children thrived
und er her care, and being a teacher instead of a mother, she%taught them
their manners. She fourmd her job so exciting and so satisfying that she
did not weep over her lost career, but she did what most of us have to do
if we ever run a home, she developed a sense ofhumor. Last week she mar-
ried a fine man who was a frequent visitor at the home she managed. I
caggot say how much her splendid management of that home influenced the
mﬁgfé proposal, but she has entered upon the career that God meant her for

- a wife 2nd mother. I can't wish any of you a more abundant life than

that!

JI was relating my difficulties in securing

{ One day, at a luncheon,

{&ﬁﬁk
a gardener. I mentioné%ﬁour neijghborhood could

pOast a dozen boys of

hich school age who spend hours playing ball And hanging round the corner

drugstore, but I couldn't get one §f them fo cut my grass or weed my flower-
bheds. As we were leaving a young 3irl/stepped up to me and said, "I love .
gafdens. I'd love to work in yours. X Perhaps if I wore overalls or slacks
your neighbors wouldn't notice I wgls a\girl."
Well, that girl is on e staXf of a house and garden magazine
today. If you want to live, f£j

self into it, body and soul.

P TR Sailoas o
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. ong outOf WO TE " THF 68 HOHtHE T She—

\had.been-private-secretary {8 SHEof-the-executives—to—a- 1wl that Had




igiled. She had excellent recommendations. I really couldn't understand
N A
why:\eyen with times what they are, she couldn't get a job. In € jargon
N ,,,ﬂw"”’w
of the office woman, I asked: "Haven't you had any 'Eipblég' at 21l 2"

N

"Yes™, she ansﬁéngg, "at fifteen dollars a wee t I'm not going to drop
\‘\

)

from fifty dollars a v ut making a fight. I can't live

on fifteen dollars a week."

-

”Well how long wi last ?" I asked.

your sav

"Oh they melf€d lonzg ago. Iy fathef\Ehd\gother are hel me."

I lear\“‘.that her mother and father live u.ps‘ca:%éN nile she lives

\ ™~
in Greenwi Village:\waiting for a fifty-dollar a ek job. And this in
spiteAf the fact that there are no fifty- ar-a-week jobs for any™ew

the ‘
ployee today.Thet girl is he for W.P A or relief rollx, %%:)

Pogsibly salaries for beginners have not been so low in years
as they are today--and this in spite of minimum wage laws and labor legis-
lation. Be prepared to take whatever is offered to you, nay be ready and
eager, because if you have special qualifications, these will be recog-

nized by any business firm. And don't think that beginners are offered

minimum salaries because 1t 1s thb year 1938. pxcept aurlng “the lamented

~ol§/gwyeﬁrs oi the 1ate 20'3, when money was all ;I Tor the-zood

oL Eny natlon, when practlcally every woman recelved more than she was y
ey, ber foe30
y o ]
worth, beginners have always been poorly pald jwwﬂwé'
If you knew the business history of women who have attained
leaderchip in their respective lines, women whose positions you envy,

you would be stunned by their humble beginnings, the salaries at which

“they started.
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How many of you have heard Martha Deane and lary Margaret
McBride on your radio ? Well, they are one anc the same zirl. And she's
tops in the broadcasting world. No other woman can touch her for popularity
and income. |

Not so long ago, llary llargaret was workine her way through
the University of lMiissouri as a reporter on a local newspaper at $10.00
a week. Next she became a feature writer on the Cleveland Press. ihen

she received an offer from New York at less money, she jumped at it Dbe-

’

cause New York was the city of her dreams. But in eight months that job
g7 "i*ﬁ‘ﬁn #

vanished and llary largaret was stranﬂe&}\ So she turned stunt reporter,
doing all sorts of daring things at which other women writers quailed.

When the depression came, newspapers folded up and magazine
edit?fsszngif,fuylné stories. Undaunted, liary largaret licBride looked
for a ﬁew job. ”gshe followed up twenty-seven prospects; the twenty-eighth
was an:a&altion in a local broadcasting studio. lMary Jarcaret had found
an opening in a new field for women, and Martha Deane was born.

In 1 6 lMiss lMeBride won the award offered by the Women's

BExposition of Arts ‘nd“ingustrles for the outstanding contribution to radio.

.....
o

l

women on the air, and the Unive sity of hlsSUuri presented her with a medal
for distinguished services to journalisam.

Yes, hers is what is scornfully called a success story, but
strangely enough her story can be duplicated a hundred times in this city.
And it can be re-lived by you if you will decide upon the work for which
you are best suited and then go after it with all of your energy, initia=-
tive and faith.

How meny of you have read "Fashion is Spinach", by Elizabeth

Hawes ? Hlizabeth @@ was born in a town just across the Hudson River.



At the age of nine she sewed on her own clothes. At twelve she did he
first professional dressmsking for a small shop. While at Vassar, she
spent one whole vacation as apprentice in the dressmeking department of
Bergdorf-Goodmen. Do you imsgine that was fun--or even well paid ?
Then she worked as a sketcher and as a fashion reporter in Paris
and New York. She was stylist for this store and that. Today she is the
only Amevricen designer of clothes who holds an aﬁnnal opening comparable
to theso.a'uings held b;;vtmorld-famm coupourieres of Paris. ) : /!_1)
Mary Brooks Picken, nowza stockholder in the G. Lynn Sumner Adver-
tising Agency, and one of the fpundérs ofviﬁé Fashion Group, started on a
Kansas famm, sewing carpet rags:¥or her*érandmother. She went hungry in
Kansas City and in Nlew York to equip herself as a teacher of home dress-
making. Eventually she iounded thg Women's Institute of Household Arts,
a correspondence school in Scranton,\?ennsylvania. lew York called her--
and vhy ? Because_she bg}ieved that shg was born to teach women how to
make attractive clothes,.and to enjoy m;¥ing them.
You——eaéh one of you~-~has a special gift, the thing you were born
to do. Have four years at Hunter College helped you to find out what
that is ?
While she was still in school, Gertrude Battles Lane, the editor
of Woman's Home Companion, decided that some day she would edit a maga-
zine. She started in a Boston publishing house at a salary of eight
dollars a week. When she had worked up to twenty a week, she received
an offer of eighteen from a New York editor. She didn't hesitate an
instant. She left the comfortable home of her parents in Boston to live
meagerly in a stuffy New York apartment. But she never pitied herself.

She and her ambition were going places.
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Twenty~five years ago she was made the editor of Woman's Home
Companion. Today she is the only woman editor of a2 magazine with a
national circulation. She is not only one of the mgst influential women'
in the publishing world, but one of the wealthiest.

She believed that she was born to be an editor. Do you know
what you were born to be ?

As a child I believed I could write. Iiy teachers agreed with
me, but ;ublic opinion prevented my taking a job as reporter whem I gradu-
ated., I became a newspaper woman only after I had married and achieved
liberty. Iy husband believed that I could write, but I had to start as
a society reporter, at $5.00 a week, in Council Bluffs, Iowa.

Perhaps this explains why I subscribe to the modern idea that a
girl should hold her job after she marries, if she so desire&%» In some
cases only the double earnings make marriage possible and the mutual
problems of husband and wife in the business world often forge strong
ties of understand{ng, sympa thy and affection.

Life, liberty and the pursuit of heppiness. And the greateét
of these is the right to work according to your gualifications, to do the
thing for which you are best suited and which you yearn to do.

To sppreciate this statement you must travel abroad as I have,
studying not architecture, or memorials or palaces or cathedrals, but
people. I wish that some mult}-millionaire-—if we have any left in this
éountry—-would send the whole A%O of you to Hurope before you begin to
wérk for your living. You would return with a new perspective on these
United States of America. You would burm with patriotism{%@éth faith in
your country. |

Durinz the past ten years it has become increasingly fashionable-

" or if you will, popular--to cast aspersions on our government, our finan-
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cial system, our business institutions. But in Burope you would learn
quickly whether any country on the other side of the Atlantic offers v
you the same opportunities for self-expression, for'the abundant life,
that you enjoy risht here. You would soon discover what regimentation
does to individuality, what totalitarianism does to intelligence and
ambition, At Hunter College you have been educated to think freely,
to reason and to base your actions on your conclusions as an individual.
Under eny form of totalitarianism your education would be wasted for you
would have no opportunity to think or to reason. Only the dictators
and their advisers are permitted to'think.

What is your idea of freedom. To defy the police in a town
like Yonkers by walking the streets in shorts and a halter ? That is

cheap exhibitionism. To leave the home of your parents &nd live in a

one-room apartment in Greenwich Village; to live your own life, as you

call it ? That is sheer selfishness. It merely proves your inability or

your unwillingness to adjust\yourselves to the lives of others. It is
74
e
unsociale To flout marriage\as an instjfution ? That is pure folly, @»

%
Y

bravado, for marriage is your qunly profection agzainst the selfish desires

agg=tim unscrupulousrEES—sZ men rregular relations are not liberty.

They forge shackles around the wifnan's life and let the man g0 free.

4
J

<. In his new book, "Our/ ﬁdﬁntry, Our People and Theirs™, 1. H.
Tracy makes this statement: "Whllg\resultlng from different causes and
claiming to seek different objectivé‘, all forms of totalitarianism have
certain features in common. All of tRem rest on the one-party system;
all are intolerant of a@%erse ideas; alll strive to prevent the expression
of such ideas by outla/;ng groups and activities that might be used as

media; all employ uniffied and more or less secret police forces; all find

1t necessary to invoke censorship and other repressive measures; all tend
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toward the concentration of authority, and all regabd disloyalty to

the one established party as \treason to the State.” Under totali-
tarianism, what you and I accept as commonplace conveniences in America
are unattainable for the averas

y.
Yy

traffic on Sunday or on a holid

féitizen. We complain of the congested
because in the United States practi-
cally all of us ride in/gﬂkomobil s, buses, trucks, something that moves.
In Germany, under Hi?}érism, one ﬂides and ten taik, mostly in goosestep.
In Italy, under Fascism, one person rides while twenty walk., 1In Russia,'
50 walk to one who rides:’>
' lig/ﬂJ J{s~may have unemployment. e may have a largé undernrivileged
class. We may have injustice. We may have unscrupulous employers and
dishonest public officials, but we are still a free people.

Two weeks ago, in Atlantic City, I attended the annual convention
of the Ilew York State Federation of Women's Clubs. AsS T wendered-from
coufernence to conference, I heard those club women condemn almost every-
thing that met with their disapproval--billboards that interfered with
the beauty of the landscape, the édvertising of liquors and cigarettes,

this law and that which are under consideration in Congress. FRven the

President himself did not escape. They criticised his wife's clothes

and his children's mamners, and they laughed gleefully at any story that
lampooned a government official. '
» i 2 Ly Aot bovop

Well, what would have happened to those women in Italy, Germany,
Russia ? In Russia, let two or three women gather in conversation and
a spy, a neighbor, even a menber of their own familyy may carry a tale to

the police which will land them in jail. In Italy certain families would

find themselves short a wife and mother. In Germany, the population of

M f'&'m//’"ﬂ

concentration camps would shew an increase of Severdl-—hundred women. -

@
In America we women, in particuler; undervalue the liberty into which we



have been born. Perhaps education has developed skepticism and sophis-
tication. Then your problem is t0 keep skepticism and sophistication
within bounds; to look for that which is good in the American system,
government, business and living; to preserve what is good and to weed out
what is wrong. If democracy has its weaknesses, you have the education
and the power to strengthen it. Forty thousand or more young men and
women will graduate from colleges and universitiés in the United States
this month, and whether you believe it or not, you have the power to :
o
correct any evils that exist here todsgy. Euz you won't correct them
by tearing down a system which has served a nation well for a century
and a half. If democracy is weakening, it is your task to rebuild it,
to reconstruc£ it.
lMany of you girls can trace your ancestors back to the founders

of New York. Have you ever stopped to think why they came here ?' Some
of them to escape political or religious persecution. Some of them to
establish themselves in a business or a profession from which they were
barred by caste in their native land. Some of them because they believed
that here they would be free to raise their children according to their
own plans and desires, to give them an education and a social position
which they could never attain in the old countny; Tor you they risked
untold dangers, endured incredible privations. They built this country,
they built this government, and they have left it all to you -~ not to
destroy, but to support as a monument to their memory.

Many of you are the daughters of those who in more recent years
migrated to this country to escape pogroms and persecutions that can be
compared only to those in the days of Nero and the Christian martyrs.

WTA—
Your forefathers dreamed of you as free, living your lives in safety,
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carrying on their names, helping to build good government., Do you
propose to support<§£?1deology vhich will destroy forever the realiza- '
tion of those dreams ? Totalitarianism means concentration camps,
firing squads at dawn, and pogroms.

America is not perfect. .We have scoundrels here, murderers,
kidnappers, absconders, political bosses, but we_the people still have
the rigﬂk to dispose of them as we will. We still have the right %o ;
work where and when we will, if we can get it to do. We‘éégwstill make
profits in business. Private enterprise still exists to s;imulate effort,
to—offer-rewards-to-individual-effort. In spite of unemployment, long
relief rolls and uncertainty about the future, we are today.the most
fortunate people in the world. Ve have the highest health rate and
the lowest death rate, the most comfortable homes, the best fogg?“the
hizhest standardSof living, the Widast opportunities-for-abundant Tiving.

The population of the United States is not more than 7% of the whole

world, an& @e have 31% of its railroad mileage. We use half of the

world's electrical energy and we own more than 407 of the world's
wealth. We extract 50% of the world's minerals from our hills and we
produce 747% of all the trucks aml passenger cars manufactured in the
world. Half of the world's consumption of coffee is drunk in the
United States, and we America%é&éénsﬁme~§9ﬁfe£—$he_ﬂnzldisaauhhaz,m_

) @ onerii el
~5l%~a£zi£s:@:$ﬂﬁisunzznﬂ 3/4 of i%s ;ilk. Best of all, in 1934 we spent
on free education in the United States $2, 500,000,000 - $1,500,000,000
more than all the rest of the world put together.

These gan. he.counted.as. material..advaniages.—Potitically,
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economically, socially we mgy have made mistakes, but show me a nation
which has done a better job for its peonle. .

Where would you rather live than in the United States of America ?

And now may I speak to you from actual experience, from a rich
and satisfying life ?

Two months ago I celebrated my 73rd birthday. Nore than forty
of those yeargugave beemspent in close contact %ith American business

) %}vw? g&fip“
men - the men on whose enterprise most of you must depend for empleymenti—
And I have found them fundamentally honest and just. My faith in the
American business man is a precioué inheritance.

Alweys I have lived and worked smong pioneers. Iy great grand-
father was scalped and murdered by Indians as he traveled from Pennsylvania
to the Western Reserve. His wife and children carried on.

His eldest son, my granifather, estabiished the first large ﬁj?f

o AAA
nery in Stark County, Ohio. There he tanned leather for indivié=
~#6d shoemakers to use.

His eldest son, my father, established in Philadelphia one of the
first factories for making shoes by machinery, cheaper shoes, good shoes
for more people to wear., And as they built honest business so they
helped to build churches, schools, hospitals.

As a bride I lived in a one-room cabin on government land in
southern Colorado. There I watched valiant, determined men dig ditches
for an irrigation system which transformed a desert into waving fields
of wheat, rye and alfalfa. VWhen I céme to New York in 1900 I said, "My
pioneering days are over.™ But they were not.

In three rooms of a shabby office building overlooking lfadison

Square, I started to work for Woman's Home Companion. TFor 35 years I



Address made by Mrs. Theodore ’imis, President Associate
Alumnse of Hunter College, at Commencement BExercises
held at Carnegie Hall, Wednesdsy, June 15, 1938.
Dr. Colligan, Members of the Board of Higher Hiucation, Honored Guests, Membears of th e
Staff, Friends of Hunter College, ond Groduatesi=
The privilege of addressing you %todey is indeed a happy one, becsuse I bring to you
from thousands of Hunter's older daughters neé;;ﬁges of congratulations, best wishes,
end a cordial invitation - to join with us in our work for Alma Matere. For four
yesrs this has been your home. For four years you have been guided, encouraged,
and instructed csrefully, conscientiously, earnestly. Yo{x have grown mentally and
spiritually, In return, Hunter asks nothing of you but that you lead upright llirea,
be useful citizens, and loyal daughters. The thousands who have gone before you,
have built for Hunter a solid foundation of excellent scholarship, citizenship,
uprightness, and devotion, On each of you falls the responsibility of utren&/xening
this foundatione Join with us therefore in building for Hunter en even better and
finer college.
I bring you also best wishes for your happiness, God-speed, and success.

I say success with some misgiving, but I am using t'e word in its finer semse. When,
a year from now, you review the past months and take an inventory of your accomplishments,
let the following suggestions be the meassures of your success and progressg=
Remanber that 1t matters little how much money you madeg=- the lmportemt point is,
WA AN A HIEHIIEX. to what use did you put it ? Was it used for some good ?

Remember, that it is not importemt to know how popular you were, or how
msny telephone salls you received,~ think instead of what you soid when you made those
ealls, Were you understending, open-minded, unprejudiced, helpful ? Remember, ©lso,
that it matters little what profession you chose, besause each in its owvn way contributes
to progress~but it matters much how faithfully md joyously you performed that taske.
You will get out of life only what you put into 1f%e

Eay you therefore find the greatest happiness in each day, making the most
of every moment, enjoying every task.

Robert ¥. Service expresses this most effectively in his poem " The Spell of
the Yukon" when he soyst=



{ after having achieved his gosl and riches )

% It ient the gold thot I'm wanting,”

" So much as just finding the gold.”

" Its the grest big broad land way up yonder™
% Where silence alone has its swey ©

" Ite the beauty that fills me with wonder "

" Ite the silence that £ills me with pesce. "

My wish for you is that you may find happiness, not in gold, but in your
seorgh for golde May you find in nature's becuty smnd silence, a peace and

freedom within your own livese.



Remarks of Greeting
from
Board of Higher Education
at Hunter College Comencement
by

Ordway Tead, Chairman

Members of the Class of 1938:
At this occasion which marks a definite turning point in your lives, I am
here to convey the good wishes of the Board which is charged by this City
to oversee Hunter College, I a=n glad of the opportunity to do this - to
wigh you well as you shift from being tamght by teachers to being tamght by
1ife; as you change from learning out of boolm to learning from the chaotie
experiences of living,

But I would be a blind well-wigher if in an eors like ours I left our greetings
as solely wishful, That is too easy - too easy for me and tcfniuleadlng for
you., I mug in’'all honestly add to my felicitatioms a drief word of comment,
And this I do krmowing full .voll that advice is cheap, is usually unsought, and
is as often =s not the gratultous gesture of exhivitionism on the part of those
who find 1t easier to advise than to act| With this reslization that advice
is not what you -~ or any of us- usually want, I shall disguise my advice as
merely comments!

I wonder if you have heard of the Brazilian sailinmg vessel wnich ran out of
drinking water 150 miles off the mouth of the Amazon River, The captain hailed
a warship vhich siznmalled back vo him "Let down your buckets where you are,"
Those on the sailing vessel were shocked ai such hesrthess advice, and they
repeated their request for fresh water, The same answer came back again and yet
again, TFinally in desperation they let down t heir buckets; tasted the water

and found it fresh, It scems that the great force and flow of the Anazon River

thrusts far out to sea so that the freshness of the water is not yet d%};lnted



2.

at that great distance., They found vhat they sought right where th

The point of this anecdote for us is obvioms, Int he nest few months you
all have the difficult task of ritting in] of finding a toe hold, a niche,
in which you are to function as a person., This task may well préﬁ nuﬂ«
bregking. I have no desire to make it sound easy, You and I lma;that the
facts are other.‘in. Yor each of you to tind\ a voeation, a pr. A career,
an opportunity - which will be distinctively yours - this is never easy;
what is #bly heard in this recession or depression - or as someone hag

facetiously called it this Repression,

For some ofyou, by choicve ur note, this fitting in may temporarily have to
be done in your own nome, where the Jjob of home management is in your mother's
hends, and where she may with reiuctance allow you a share in it.

Others of you may find jobs which are not to your taste, which do not scem to

offer scope for what you k:;o' are your real powers, Still others of you may

find « at le=st temporarily that you just don't lmow what to do,
A

May 1 remind you that there are two broad weys in which these situations can be
approached, They can be approached grud.?ingly, reluctanily, indifferently,

Your attitude can say, I'm too good for this kind of thing; I'll just zo throu:zh
the motions nominally, "

gV rL
rr

Or your opportunities - even if only for seeming idleness - can be approached

2
4

eagerly, wholeheartedly, with dotominauoa 0o put tn your best sni get out of
it the best that you cang ?oru can toy with the next thing th=t comes to hand to

do’ ‘or you can do 4t to_the hils.

Indeed, %o the hilt, are the key words I leave with you,



e ———
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The secret of effective living is not obsecure., The door to personal

achievement Wn not a hard one to wlock, It is to do the next
Job to the hilt, Mastery and the striving for mastery are themselves

satisfying, o be uniquely creative is to live - in the best sense, The
W

Joy is always in the gffgrt, - in one's best effort. The reward or the

result -~ these are not for ua todﬂetomint. But the process of striving is

vhat we all do have control over,
And that process has 1ts own superlative value,

The subtle danger is in dabbling, in being an asmateur, in not cormitting
yourself wholly to what lies next to be done, R

Buv’ you sgk « if I can't find a Job how can I be uniquely creziive? - Or if

I find an uncongenial Jjob, how c¢=n I be distinctive at it?

I angwer - if thereis ne .)ok malkte of your leisure a creative opportunity,

G

If the Job you get is not 1:1051 do 1t anyway to extract all it can offer you
}«w’ﬁ*

of nev experience and insgight, And they, too, meke your avocational
life count uniquely,

Your college has done less for you than 1t whould, if in thn event of your

PR, TPy o

finding yourself really idle mext fall, you camnot mpitalin on that free time
for your own and the world's good,

You can capitalize on it 4f you have this attitude I speak of, Choose & line
of activity and do it to the hilt! But choose; stick to itp master 1%, I
care not whether it's needle~point, writing poetry, doing ml‘mteur soclal or

eﬁ.ﬂe work, helping your mother make ples or setting your cap efraoti'nly for
"ww I believe is called "the boy friend,"



Do 1t hearsily, do 1t without reservations, do it anm;;é-’- do it to

the hilt,

And I pm&u you that out of the doing something will happen to you that
:mmi find mod.

4nd 1 promise you too that out of any such enterprise really well done and
| out of the skill it brings - soomer or later another opvortuniiy will emerge =

an opportunity that gives you mgre scope and more adequate self-exprassion,

The chanees to do interesting things do not come by accident, They come to

1, 4l those equipped to do, eager to venture, ready to share new ent'msiaams,

r*mv“&- outlook may not look bright, But I say in utmost seriousness
that with the intellectual equipment you have, it may well de thet the next
assignment for many of you could profitadbly be to #udy to find out w!.g the
Tight kind of jobs arqust availabls for you, o 22N

I saw a girl reading a book in the subway the other day and I looked at the
the title which was, "A World I Never Made,* ;

It 18 a world you never made, And if 4t avpears to be a world that i not
veleoming you with open ams into interesting jobs - that is a grevfpus fault,
But let it never be said of you that the title of your book of 1ife is "A World

I never took a hand in remaking,*
e by e Gl L ing s SN A
That, I repeat, msy well hcm major Job to come to grips with the

(Anomalies of a world where you seem vocstionally to be unwanted,

fihy s this sot

You have s riat te ask, And having adked, not to let the question go $ill

?x Wy - m‘y\d
you have an m,m which scems-aciu@® =nd constructive,



Do & too, to the hﬂ,tf You can help to build a world where significant
./  vocatione are more readily found.

I wish you especially well at that task, among the many worthwhile tasks

you may have to create for yourselves.,

1 wish you well xt%dmm of our economic insecurities,

The 1ists may be entered here for a resl prize, But the prize is not security,
I o sh you well for effort, for striving, for mastery, for creating in your
own unigue way,

No lesser wish would be honest - in the kind of a world this is,

Finally, I hope that living to the hilt, you will recall what Jacob was

J

supposed to hsve sald when he wrestled with angel of the Lord -
#1 will not let thee go unless thou bless me,®
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