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I am happy to stand here before another graduating class aof
Hunter College and to bid the graduates & last fond farewell on be-
helf of the Board of Higher Education of the City of New York. Our
best wishes go out to you all, on this happy occasion in your lives.
It should indeed be a joyous occasion, for on this day, you are
granted a degree by this great institution of higher learning.
Today, you are acceredited as having satisfactorily completed a pre-
seribed course of studies in the largest and most serious women's

college in the world.

This degree, which is soon to be handed to you, is an achieve=-
ment to which very few women of the generations before you ever
attained. Only some fifteen percent of the total number of men and
women of your own generation are privileged to attend an institution
of higher learning. One in every eight of thesd young people is

receiving a degree at this commencement time. I Jjudge that there



are between fifty and sixty thousand young women throughout our country

who will have Peceived their degrees at the end of the current school

yeara.

This large number of women graduates from our colleges and
universities,.marks an important advance in our'concept of the place
of woman in cur society. It also marks an important step forward
in our appreciation of the values of education. About two hundred and
fifty years ago, Daniel Defoe, wrote in his "Essay upon Projects"™,

"I have often thought of it as one of the most barbarous customs in
i the world, considering us as a civilized and a christian country,
| that we deny the aQVa;;agea of learning to women." Then finally, in
the middle of the last century,after much struggle and strife, some
small measure of education was afforded to women, it was a curious
kind of educaztion, It was what was so aptly named, a finishing school
education. It was guaged to a society that made idke ornaments of
its women. Just as the higher education which was given to the men
was calculated for the most part, to improve them in the arts of
passing their time in gentlemaily pursuits.

In 1865, Herbert Spencer wrote about theeducation of his time,

"Not only in times past, but almost as much in our own era, that
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knowledge which conduces to personal well-being has been postponed
to that whieh brings applause," It is interesting to note that in
this same work, Spencer says, "In the Greelk schools, musie, poetry,
rhetorie and s philosophy which, until Joerates taught, hadé little
bearing upon action, were the dominant subjects, while knowledge,
aiding the a;ts of life, had a subordinate place...",

I think that by and large, we have in our times, seriously
taken to heart Herbert Spencer's admonition about the charscter and
content of our education, In fact, the Americen school system has
been moving in that direction ever since it was founded. Our schools
of higher learning, although slow in getting under way, have
offered more ang more courses of useful studies. Herbert Spencer's
aim hes, in part, been achieved by the great American school system,

for nearly all our education strives to brepare for complete living,

I know the 8pirit of Hunter College I know its fine tradi-
b 4

you have been well-prepared for living, Haturally, Jou are most con-

cerned at this time, to know if adult society has a place for you,



for your efforts, for your training and for your talents. Many of
you are often indifferent to all else, for you reason correctly, tha't
th??e is no living in a vacuumj there can be no living without some-
thing interesting to do each day of your lives and by this doing,
earning the wherewithal, to.subaist and more touenablgﬂyou to purchase
thq»r;ghlgooﬁfyp;”tpe’world.

I am confident that our society will and can find a useful
place for you all. It is not a perfect society, for what society ever
has been perfect. It may take some time before you are absorbed in
wcrthwh%la\oocupations ‘and among the most worthwh11§ occupations, I
1nelude wirehood and motherhood, but there is a definite place for
everyone of you. If you do not find it tq@gywqxwtgmggsz, do not
become disconsolate, do not throw the blame for your failure upon our
2?Pietyf’§qvnot yield to the seductive call for a new and different
sog}ety.r Ramsmber,’that orvall tho Utopiaa ever Wgnnoeived in the
mind of men, none has fulfilled itsolf //;n every age, throughout
recorded time, théfﬁbgg;ewérisen nen who have projected a picture of

a better and ideal society, but in all times, those for whom the

picture was painted, never saw it take form or partiecipated in the
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society whieh it promised.

From the very beginning of recorded time, man has striven,
by various means to achieve a better soclety and he has made con-
siderable progess in that direction. However, all those who have
outlined Utopgas have condemned their followers.to sad disheartment
and utter disappointment. The Utopias somehow, always involve factors
whieh take no sccount of the human peing and his follles and foibles,

his beheviour and his conduct under a new set of conditions and cir-

cuymstances.

The imagination of man ean project itself into a perfect
soeiety. But men himself, hes not succeeded in building this socletye.
Every age has had its @reamers who have dreamed great dreams. Usually
these dreams were induced by the abject state of society, attendant
upon some serious orisis. The ancient Hebrew Prophets, the leaders
of early Christimity, the Greek and Roman philosophers aml thinkers
all sought to organize gsociety according to a perfect pattern to
improve the sad lot of man. These Utopias are still to be achieveds

When in the middle of the Fifteenth century, Sir Thomas
Wore witnessed the transformation of England, from an agricultural to

an indastrial and commerical economy, he reacted by writing out a plan
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for yet another one of the many Utoplas. His Utopia first recounts
the many social and economic evik‘or his time and then glibly prooceeds
with a serles of remedies that would result in a moderate soclety, in
which all but the very learned would devote only six hours daily to
labor. History does not record that Sir Thomas made any "efforts to
apply, as a politician, the doctrines he had advanced as a philolgpher",
even though he occupied important and responsible posts in his govern=-
ment over many years.

Long before More's time, the poets and philosophers of the
eastern world, inspired by religious zeal, the writings of the ancient .
Hebrew Prophets and gy Plato's "Republic" and other similar writings,
sketched their conception of the ideal society. In the Middle Ages,
the Italian and Spanish poets outlined a plan for the perfeet scclety.
In the second halfl of the Sixfeenth Century, Campanella wrote his
brilliant and Jjustly famed "City of the Sun", in which "he formulated
for the firet time, a complete Soclialistic system on a scientific
foundation."” This, as you must know, he wrote in pure abstraction
during a long period of imprisonment, some say more than twenty yeers

of it. Despite the perfect formulae here presented, after some four
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bhundred years, we are very far from achieving the "complete Soeislistie
system." Rousseau's "Socisl Contract" and Bacon's "New Atlantis"™,
even though they represent less extravagant plans for a society, are
not yet attained by a long way. For the most vital part of any society
is not reason, or imagination, it is the everyday metabolism of man

himself.
1 hope that you have bheen given the instrumentalities with

which to recognizé this ract, in your course of study hgre. I hope
to0s that you have been made to see the wisdom and practicability of
our demoeratic soclety, which has gradually developed over the years
the most perfect social form, caleoulated to assure humen liberty and
personal freedom, yet achieved in actual practice. American democracy
is indeed a cause to which all humenity might well dedicate itself.

1t does more than any known system of society to open vistas of
opportunity and to enhance the dignity of every human being. It is the
best answer yet found to Rousseau's question, "Whether taking men as
they are and laws as they can be made, it is possible to establish

some just and certain rule of administration in eivil affairs."
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:w?%f{v}Ahald it to be your privilege to find your plafe within
ouriad&ogéa?ic gsoclety. It is to your best interests to stand

up arrlrmaﬁively for our demoeracy, which affords you gportunities
entirely dependent upon your own ability and capaclty, your own
character and attainments. By your training at Hunter collega;

a democratic, publically supported institution, with high idealism
and feithful devotion to the cause of human freedom, you have

been well gualified for complete living in our demoecratic soclety.
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Graduating Class of June 1987: You are the last class to have studied
in the historie ol! buildings of Hunter College. Your successors are poing
to see something very much finer than you have been privileged to sees Vhat
san be donme with brick and stone and mortar will be done by the architects ’
who are now fashloning the new tuildings which are to rise on the Hunter site

_tomorrows Vi welaome suggestions from alle But a building 4s only « shelll

What you snd 1 are intersted in is the content of edusation, not its external
shelle :

This is the time of yﬁr whon a million colloge students are putting
away their books and getting ready to disperse for the summer. College stu=
dents are oms per cemt of the mation's population and Tifteen per cent of their
sontesporariess In 1917, before our entry in‘hi thoe war, the colleges of this
sountry had 250,000 studentse To day, they have 1, 250,000, GCraduating
slasses of 1937 will be 150,000 atmﬁ:m The character of higher education
has &.NWI:Z longer the blue stockings of thedr
gemeration, the exceptional highbrowss They are the nommal bright boys and
girls seeking a full 1ife and finding it throwh higher education,

You will say, "How have things chamged?" Well, in the flrst place
you are happler and gayer. You are not expocted to take college as your whole
lifes It is gquite matural for you to go to college and you ean omtimie as
monbers of your owm communities. You have wore dates because the boys are
no longer afraid of youe You are not considered highbrows You are more
sophistioated; you dress betters Your appearance, you realise, 18 an asset

and you make the most of ite You have a greater interest in world affairs
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thian the girls of twenty years agoe You read the papers, discuss surrent
,w”“. take polls of your own and pass on events as they go e :

‘ Bessuse you are less set apart from the commmity, your life centers
leoss on the college, and vice versa, the college has less conbtrol ét your 1ife.
Before the War the oolleges definitely tried to interfere in the lives of stue
demtses For instance, they forbade smoking at Vaussar and Wellesley and all the
Qﬁur solleges, not becauss of Mire regulations, bubt because they did not
approves In Wellosley we had to be home at ten o'slosk and we could not drive
in an astomobile on Sunday ,and 4t had to be a pretty stromgeninded bew: who
would walk six and eight miles in order to give his girl a cup of tea. M-
tails? T should say motl Who ever heard of sich a thingl Prohibition
brought thate low students come ani ;v as they wish,

e have seen groat developments in twenty yearss I hope that you
will see greater onese In twowly years wo have seen extraord inary changes
in our physical frontiers and in the map of the worlds Creative solemse has
overcome many barrierse The aeroplans has made time and space now seem as
nothinge The Zeppalin flew moross the osean in two days, the same distance
which twenty years ago, the “Olympic = omssed in a weeke The mdio has revoe
lutionized industrys A now art in advertising and a real culture have developed
bringing the finest music and leotures to all for practically nothing. And
the motion pioture, which was practically unknown, has become the talkie and
has mde the drama, as well as polities mot only available bu: ascessible te
alle TEduocation {tself is bcing'rmhtieniudg All this in twenty years.
And, T venture o say %> you, it will change as much again in twenty more
yoarse You mist be prepared, mot through the skill you have asoquired, bub
thmugh the mental abllity you have developed, o sope mot only objectively
but subjectively with this changing worlde
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And in twenty years we have seen the Vorld War, a lost gemeration
in the world of jJazz and bitterness, a great depression an! its aftermath of
eddying politiedl movemmmts. You too, will have your Qu and depressionse
I hope they will be less violents e lawe not had a shance %o ewmluatey it
must be your dubty %o do so.e

Vie lmve seen the growth of sommmnism and fascism, the bittermess and
the ovil that this has engendered. 1t must be your duty %o temper Mms
with reasons Do you remswber the old fable of the hart and the tortoise?
The race was not to the swifte The &mzn. you remenboer, looked moither
to the right nor to the left hut proceeded quietly om his way and was the
first to achieve his goale And it seems to me that there is a lesson for
us in this old, old storye To achieve real happiness for this country, we
mist hold to true demeorary. Ve must depanmd upon you, the leaders of the
future, to look neither to the right nor to the left, neither to comserwatism
nor radiealism, but to keep steadily shead in the even tenor of your waye
May you gnuide our coumtry through its difficulties, waking the adjustmemts
necessary for its contimmd growth and development but preserving its individe
uality as a great demsorary vhere the majority wote is accepted as the will of
the people and where individual liberty is valued above all personal ani even
mterial success. At ome stage, the majority may respond o lsaderships at
ansther, it may listen o pressure groups, but ultimtely it sifte the facts
and resolves them into truthe And what is most important in & democracy, is
the freedom %0 d9 soe The wishes of th‘o majority usually represent the nomm,
the average between extromes, the extremes of the right and lefte And leaving
the deoision to the majority is the democratic, the peaceful, the sane, the
middle waye

You may say, "Why the middle way? How dulll Demverary has faileds
It's too slows There is too much red tape. Ve want it all dome in a lmrr}."
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If you say that, we have falled to eduoate youe For history toaches that |
you may st.rt with Cassar but you will certainly eml up with Neres Our
demosragy was founied on personal Ilberty. You ani your families will be
free and innocent until you are proved gulliye Don't listem %o those quacks
who olaim they have a shortesut to suesessful life. Thether you are a solene
tist or an dréist, edusation should hawe told you th;t there are o shoriecubs,.

Waghington, "cfftm. ani Linooln have giwen us a state as mui'y
approximating the ideul as m that the world has knowne Vhile the extromes
of wealth and poverty attract front llnes in the mowspapors, the great middle
graup, who outmumbor than many times, ars rarely heard froms This rdddle
group is the balance wheel of our American lifes 1 urge you %o join them in
the'r stmuggle for the middle waye

You see on ome side« of you rmu.. whore the ory is that in the
mame of youth and mationalism, a unified state must be createds Beward of
quackeryes On the cther hand you hear ﬁu sall for a olags front for communisme
Beware of mass pressure with 1%s petiy persecutions which inevitably lead down
the same road as fasciasm.

Demooraay is on triale The great war and the depression tixk have
been the greatest tests that 1% has had to stand sinee 1% oame Into our polite
joal lifes ur owm demoorasy in the United Utates is threatemed, Ve, too,
have & struggle between the right and the lefts They seem to be equally inclined
to abuse of powere This, too, is 2 test of democragye Can we preserve xik our
liberties, the right of froe sposch, the right of fres assewbly, the right of a
man to work, the right of a man not to work? Mupnnmﬂlmu rights
and yet awid trouble? Cen we preserve all these rights and yet protect the

sonsumer? Ve must learn to do so. Beware of loose talk of rights where
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justioe to all has not been considereds You have a large fresdoms Don's,
abuse 1te Y

And you, the Hunter mesbers of the gmduting olass of 1957, who have
been happy shuttling in the sibway from ome class room to ancther, heppy aot
bobaiide yrorriring has been done for you but because you have had to rise above
- 'xmmfﬂi’m, you should havwe leamed, not the ml;aury values, bubt the pere
wanent waluess I hope that you have developed in Huater Uellege those @;n.
ties whish will make you happy and competent citizense I hope that you will
Justify thé trememdous faith that this country has in the benefits of higher
edusatione I hope that in feoing 1ife, your emothons will be tempered, your
astlons considered ani that your wisdom will be great. Hay you be far-sighted
and creative.

Let us trust that you will go out amd take a strong position in the
fight to maintain freedom and that you will clearly see that we mist all work
shoulder to shoulder in order thet America may roach 1tz ultimbe developmenty
not in the fasslst or the communist but in the demosratise, the middle way.
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