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THE SPRING REUNION. 
Although, as President Davis said, we 

were competing with the sunshine of a 
heautiful May Day, the a ttendance at our 
spring reunion was gratifying~y large-at 
the close. If only people were a little 
more prompt in getting there! It does 
seem a pity to miss a part of any reunion 
-and -especially of this one, the reunion 
of our Jubilee Year! 
• Miss Huebner reminded us of the im

portance of this year in college annals, 
then introduced the good friend who needs 
no introduction-President Davis. All lis
t-ened with interest as he told of the college's 
need for increased fund s, and of its attempt 
to obtain these through a bill providi~lg for 
a tax of 9 1-3 hundredths of a mill per 
dollar on all assessed property, to be de
voted to our institution. This bill, though 
handled in a masterly way by the commit
tee in charge, was vetoed; but we have 
the consolation of knowing that our High 
School a!l? our Model School benefit by 
the prOVISIOns of the Lockwood-Donohue 
bill, and of hoping that our College staff 
will be granted proportionate salary in
creases. 

P re ie].ent Davis also spoke of the stu
dent body-of the excellence of their 
weekly, the B.tlletin,· of the admirable 
judgment which they show in their choice 
of officers, who command respect and sup
port; of the ideal spirit which character
izes the relations between students and 
faculty. 

Ther-e was, of course, hearty applause 
for the Presi ~lent, and again for the Dean, 
who a rose 111 acknowledgment of our 
greeting. Then there was present·ed to us 
another olcl f ri end, P rofessor Whicher, 
who acid ressed us on "The College of the 
F utupe." This sub ject had been chosen 
because it wa felt tha t, after all the 
reminiscences of the jubilee celebration, a 
touch of prophecy was now in order. 

P rofessor Whicher -expressed the belief 
that in the first place the Hunter College 
?f the future will be marked by a growth 
111 self-consciousness, in knowledge of its 
·own worth. Already it is much better 
known in th e community than it was, and 
the work of its graduates as scholars is 
being more widely recogni zed. 

In the second place, there will be a 
growth in complexity and effici-ency of or
ganization, with th e continued development 
of the evening session (which already 
numbers more students than the College 
proper) and th e summer ession. and with 
the intro.cluction of university exrension 

courses 
Thirdly, there will be a growth 10 

democracy-true democracy, of course, 
which does not imply any lack of respect 
fo r leadership or of opportunity for in
dividual exceHence. A real and vital for
ward s rep in this d irection is the recent 
decision of the trustees that certain mem
hers of the staff shall henceforth send 
representatives to take part in the deliber
ations of' the faculty. The progress of 
student self-government is along the same 

. lines. Certain limits, of course, must al
ways be observed; for, as Professor 
Whicher admirably put it, were the idea 
to a ri se that the older ones have no rights 
that the younger are bound to respect, we 
should indeed have a dreadful vista-a 
"Bolshevista." But there is no doubt that 
self-government ~Torks well when teachers 
ape what they ought to be. 

The college contact with the commu
nity will undoubtedly become closer. The 
war work done by teachers and students 
was a great contribution to the life of the 
city. 

P rof·essor Whicher also spoke of the 
future of the Associate Alumnae. He ex
pects that much will be accompli shed by a 
wis-ely and well planned Alumnae Hou se. 
He wishes that the Alumnae had a larger 
official organ, wiJerein there might be space 
for the discussion of college problems, such 
as changes in the course of study or en
trance requirem nts, and other matters that 
concern the alumnae as well as the faculty 
amI the tnt tees. 

Such are the changes-or rather the de
velopments-that P rofessor Whicher sees 
before our college. But with it all he 
hopes and trusts that it will remain essen
tially what it is-a college, a place of lib
eral education for the young. 

The other speaker of the day was Mr. 
Colin Campbell Cooper, th e painter of the 
fine picture of Hunter College, which was 
exhibited at the close of the meeting, and 
whi ch we hope may some day be on view 
in our own building "for keeps." 

Mr. Cooper's subj ect was art. He be
gan by explaining the relationship between 
art and natupe. A rt is more than a mere 
" holding of a mirror up to natu re" : nature 
it elf is devoid of art and never competes 
with art; but it presents art with great 
possibilities and opportunities. A photo
graph is never a work of art, but it has the 
element of art introduced by the operator. 

M 1'. Cooper made a strong defense of 
cla. ic art. and a striking arraignment of 
the a-called "modern art," which i not 
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art at all, but anarchy. ~1is is an age of 
sensationalism, pose, and radicalism. There 
is no art in the monstrosities which their 
perpetrators hypnotize themselves or their 
spectators into seeing, and they constitute 
a se'rious menace. 1\I[r. Cooper closed by 
doing a little prophesying in his turn, with 
a glance into a happie r future when the 
sensible brain of a civilized people shall , 
return, and truer models prevail. 

The last event of the day was the an
nouncement of the election of all the can
didates on the ti cket ppepared by the N om
inating Committee, and the installation of 
the new president, M rs. Popper, who said 
a word of greeting to the alumnae and was 
in her turn greeted by general applause. 

• Mrs. Popper' s duties as president began 
then and there with the putting to the au
dience (who of course were unanimous 
in their approval) of a motion made by 
1\1 r s. Hahn that a hearty vote of thanks 
and appreciation be extended to the re
t iring president, Miss Huebner, for the un
fai ling loyalty, graciousness, and devotion 
to duty that had cha raGte rized her two 
terms of offi ce. E. A . H ., '15. 

THE TWO ORPHANS. 
The big Jubi lee performance was a 

success dramatically. Its fin ancial succes 
will not be definitely known until the ac
counts are sertled; hut with such a worthy 
obj·ect as the Graduate Gift F und, that, 
too, ought surely to meet the expectations 
of those who managed the play. 

Melod rani"" ca lls for an exceptional 
ability on the part of the actors in orde r 
that the imlJrobabi li ty of the tory may 
not degenerate into the rid iculous. And 
it speaks weil fo r the Hunter Jubilee 
P layers and the Lenox Hi ll P layers that 
the credulity of the audience was not 
unduly taxed . The Two Orphans, by 
D'Ennery, has in it the usual combination 
of unmitigated goodness, unmitigated evi l, 
and remarkable coincidences, such as are 
never found outside the covers of a book. 

Miss F lorence F lynn , who played the 
part of the blind o rphan, contributed the 
major pa rt of th e fir st element. She 
made a pathetic and appealing figupe, an 
excellen t fo il for the r scally machina
ti ons of the old hag who had practically 
en, laved her . Mr. H. Bla kman as P ierre 
F rochard, the crippled son of th e old hag, 
a!. 0 belongs in the "goodness" category. 
H is was a hard part to play, for he had 
to call up sympathy for him elf through 
th e reali ty of hi s bodi ly afi1ji cti on and thus 
mah plausibl e what at fi~·s t seemed like 
moral cowa rdice. M r. Blackman was very 
succe sfu l in thi s difficult role. Miss 
Mari on Mede a the seco\1d orphan R"ave 
a very pl·easing performance, exhihiting 
now a nd again genuine dramatic force 
anc1fi reo 

Dy far the most ou tstanding piece of 

acting in the play was that of Marie 
P iquion as La Frochard, the villainous 
old hag, who is a truly melod ramatic com
bination of cunning and malevolence, en
tirely devoid of any of the fine r human 
qualities. M iss Piquion succeeded not 
only in convincing the aud ience of' La 
F rocha rd's wickedness, but added a touch 
of l1Ul110r for wh ich the lines of the play 
were not responsible. Her pantomime 
was remarkable and her facial expressions 
were characteri zed by a mobility that was 
su rprising. A iding La F rochard in her 
wickedness was J acques, her rascally son, 
played with skill and understant1i ;~g by 
M r. Seplow. 

Gravitating between these two extremes 
of goodness and evil was Marianne, a prod
uct of the Pari s ~111 derwc 1"1d, who, how
ever, retained some of the human v;rtues. 
Mrs. Dickenson, who played the part, 
was a sati sfying Marianne, approp ri ately 
melod ramatic in the earlier scenes, and 
displaying in the prison scene a restraint 
and a certain cha rm tha t made her a very 
likable character, and her sacrifi ce very 
real. 

A' word must be said of M r. J ames 
Cagney as P ica rd, valet to the Cheva li er 
De Vaudrey. He added a de lightful bit 
of rea l humor to the play by hi s excellent 
pantomime and his amusing vocal infl ec
ti ons. Mr. Burton J ames was an ac1 e
Otlate Chevalier. II·Tis Clara By rnes as 
the Countess de Liniere made an impo
sing and dignified figu re. 

For the benefi t of th ose un fo rtunate 
people who fa iled t see T he T7 '0 Orphnns 
be it said that they mi ssed both an enj oy
able performance 'rnd an opportunity to 
contribute to the Graduate Gift F und that 
yielded a return nuch g reater than the 
investment. E . H., J an. '20. 

THE APRIL TEA. 
It was a happy afternoon that the Se

niors and A lumnae spent together on the 
day of the Senior Tea, April 21. Miss 
Dilde rsee's hea rty welcome and Miss 
Huebner's cordial words of greeting 
alone made u glad to be th ere. Then 
followed the Community Sing, led by 
M~ s ·Weihe, with Miss J ohn son at the 
plano. W hich we enjoyed more. our dear 
old college song or the ice-c ream and 
cake th at came with th em, would be diffi
cult to say. The I program ended "vith 
cheers fo r Miss Bilc1e rsee. our ho tess fOJ' 
the afternoon. for the A lu mna·e, and for 
the author of the Ibest college song ever 
written-Professor Cone. Nor can we 
forget the very gracious word s spoken by 
Margaret Meade, ('the splendid president 
of a splendid class,' -to u e 1'1i Bilc1er
see' word - in which she tolc! u of the 
prai s·eworthy ai 111 of the class of June. 
]D20-] 00 per cent. member. hip in the 
Associate A lumnae. K. W., '17. 


