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Tower and "pancake" of new main building at southwest corner of 68th Street (foreground) and Lexington, with skywalks leading to 
second new tower (left) and existing college structure (right, not shown). 

rmed with sleek sketches of "the new Hunter in the buildings. The new campus is designed so people of the 
sky" and busy photos of our present "sardine can community can take advantage of many of these features. 
that doesn't work," President Jacqueline Wexler 

gave three slide presentations to faculty, students and 
alumni during April, showing the final plans to double the 
college campus by 1977 and make it "human" again. 

Site clearance will begin in late spring 1974 on the 
$60,000,000 project, which includes two new 18-story 
towers flanking Lexington Avenue and their adjoining 7- 
story "pancakes" on 68th Street. The present main college 
building on Park Avenue between 68th and 69th streets 
will be retired at the rate of half a floor a year for remodel- 
ing into laboratories, offices and some classrooms. 

The future campus will be chock full of amenities that 
Hunter people only dream of today-a library tripled in 
size, new athletic facilities with a 1,000-seat basketball 
gym, large student lounges and eating areas, 560 faculty 
offices, a modern subway station, street-level plazas, ar- 
cades, stores and an art gallery, and skywalks between 

In fact, the college, the architect-Ulrich Franzen & As- 
sociates, and Community Planning Board #8  have worked 
together for years to make the buildings an asset to the 
neighborhood. The low residential scale of buildings on 
68th Street will be preserved by placing the two towers on 
Lexington Avenue; overhanging pedestrian arcades will 
protect students, faculty, area residents and passersby 
from inclement weather; shops and an art gallery will add 
to the pleasant neighborhood shopping area; a quiet park 
for Hunterites and the general public (much like Paley Park 
on East 52nd Street) will be on 68th Street across from 
Imperial House; and an active plaza, what Mr. Franzen calls 
a "people space, an extension of street life," will be on the 
southwest corner of 68th Street and Lexington Avenue. 

The active plaza, with a sunken garden near the 68th 
Street subway stop, will be the gateway to the new 
Hunter. This elaborate entrance, plus the c!her entrances, 

passageways and escalators leading to college buildings, 
will be funded by the State Dormitory Authority, as will the 
two new buildings. .In addition, Mrs. Wexler is trying to 
raise $500,000 in private funds to give New York its first 
"Montreal-style" subway stop, with beautiful track plat- 
forms and walls. "This might be the most exciting piece of 
philanthropy that anybody could do," she said. "It will be 
a statement of what the urban environment of the future 
ought to be like." 

Space, comfort, consolidation and community compat- 
ibility-those are the watchwords of the new Hunter. Draw- 
ings of the future facilities made a breathtaking contrast 
to Mrs. Wexler's slides of crowding in the present main 
structure, built in 1940 to accommodate 2,300 coeds and 
used today by 12,000 FTED (full-time equivalent day) stu- 
dents of both sexes. "Today, students are forced to do 
most of their studying, eating, visiting and socializing on 
the steps and in the hallways," said Mrs. Wexler, "and 
although the present student body won't be here to enjoy 
the new buildings, those facilities are going to solve the 
problem of where to put people when they're not attending 
class." The new library alone will provide study space for 
2,200 students. There will be 1,800 seats in the new eating 
facilities, which will include two large dining rooms (one 
each for students and faculty) and four snack bars. Eleven 
new student lounges will accommodate hundreds of 
people. 

After years of dispersal, the faculty will be brought to- 
gether in on-campus offices. Mrs. Wexler said this should 
bring cheers not only from professors but from their stu- 
dents, who currently have to track them down for con- 
sultation in offices all overtown. This is part of the reunifica- 

Student's-eye view of the third-floor skywalk spanning Lexington 
Avenue between the new library (not shown) and new classroom 
building (background). 

tion of Hunter that John Tesoriero, dean of administration, 
sees as the prime benefit of the new buildings. "Let's face 
it, fragmentation is our worst problem," says the dean. 
"We're conducting classes at 18 different sites, including 
synagogues, abandoned high schools and old office build- 
ings. The new structures will consolidate us, rejuvenate us 
and save a lot of rental money." Eventually Hunter will be 
at four locations only: the 68th Street complex, the School 
of Nursing at Bellevue Hospital, the School of Social Work 
at 79th Street, and the Institute of Health Sciences at 
106th Street. 

As for pedestrian traffic circulation within the new Hunter 
complex, Mrs. Wexler had only words of praise for the 
architect, Ulrich Franzen. "He faced squarely a lot of the 
problems that were ignored in the present structure, where 
the concentration of classrooms on upper floors puts a 
heavy burden on elevators." In the new complex, class- 
rooms will be on the lower floors, easily accessible by 
escalator. The architect solved the problem of traffic be- 
tween buildings with the "campus walks" or bridges, which 
will cut point-to-point walking time, protect students and 
faculty in bad weather, and keep them from crowding local 
streets needlessly. There will be one bridge across 68th 
Street at third-floor level, connecting the present building 
with the new "Building B" or classroom building, and two 
bridges over Lexington Avenue, at the third and seventh 
floors, linking Building B with Building C, where the library 
and administration offices will be located. Mrs. Wexler said 
the main pivotal floor in all structures will be the third 
floor which will be the access point to elevators and the 
9-story library as well as the skywalks. 

"The twin towers will act as a portal," says architect 
Ed Rosen, who worked on the project with Mr. Franzen. 
"You enter an area that definitely says Hunter College. 
The general public will know where they are, and will enjoy 
using the active and quiet plazas, the subway entrances, 
shopping in the stores, attending the athletic and cultural 
events. Yet, they won't have to get involved in congestioz 
at class breaks because the skywalks will siphon off the 
traffic." 

Building B, on the west side of Lexington Avenue, will be 
the main campus building. At ground level will be the active 
plaza, student lounges, art gallery, bookstore and bazaar. 
The second through seventh floors will contain the student 
dining hall and snack bars, two 300-seat lecture halls, two 
100-seat lecture halls, and 37 classrooms varying from 50 
to 22 seats. In the tower wilt be faculty offices and com- 
mons. Below ground will be the multi-leveled athletic 
spaces, with the spectator gym, another large dividable 
training gym, five handball courts, a room for combative 
sports and weight training, a dance studio, an all-purpose 
room, class and laboratory rooms, offices, and locker 
rooms for men and women. 

(Continued on page 10) 
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