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THE INAUGURAL LUNCHEON 
FOR PRESIDENT COLLIGAN 

At a special meeting of the Board of Di
rectors held on April 9th, at the Alumnae 
Rooms, it was decided that the Associate 
Alumnae participate in the iIJ auguration cel
ebration of Dr. Eugene A. Colligan. 
_ Your President appointed Miss Marguer ·· 
ite E. Jones to act as chairman to arrange 
a luncheon for the delegates and invited 
gues ts of the occasion. vVe feel that it is 
but fitting that we do a small part in hono1'
ing the new Pres ident of Hunter. 

IRENE B. GRAFF, 
President , Associate Alumnae. 

Just as the Associate Alumnae had the 
pleas ure and tJ1e privilege of entertaining 
President Kieran and disting uished guests 
at a luncheon following Pres ident Kieran 's 
Inauguration, so this yea r the Alumnae have 
again asked a similar privi lege and will hold 
an informal luncheon on Friday, May thc 
fourth , at Town Hall Club, immediately fol
lowing the Inauguration of President Colli
gan and preceding the College Sing. The 
g uests will be transported in busses frolIl 
Hunter College to Town H all and from 
Town H all to the Metropolitan Opera House 
"there the Sing will t ake place. 

The Alumnae are giving the luncheon h 
the belief that an Alumnae Association 
should be an integral part of the life of a 
college, binding the p ast to the present and 
both to the future. On a day as important 
as the inauguration of a president, it is fi t
ting that we should playa part. We shall 
entertain men and women of note in the ed
uca tional world who will do honor to Pres
ident Colligan and to Hunter College by their 
presence at the inaugural ceremonies . The 
Officers and the Board of Directors of the 
Associa tc Alumnae will act as J] ostesses . 

The members 0.£ the Committee in Charge 
of Arrangements are as follows: 

Mrs. Leslie Graff, ex officio; Mrs. WilliaI!l 
C. Popper, Mrs. .James A. Crotty, Miss 
Ma ri e K. Gallagher, Miss Anna W. Michels, 
Miss Mina S. R ees, Miss Marguerite E. 
J ones, Chairman. 

M. E. J . 

CALENDAR, 1934 
Wed., May 2-0fficers and Directors. 
Fri., May 4-Inauguration; Sing. 
Sat. , May 5-D ance of Thirties . 
Wed., May 9-Executive Council. 
SaL, May 12-Luncheon of Class of '78. 
Sat., May 19-5pring Reunion. 
Wed., J une 13-Commencement D ay, 

THE SPRING REUNION 
The Annual Spring Reunion of the Asso

ciate Alumnae of Hunter College will be held 
on Saturday afternoon, May 19, at 2 :30 
P . M., in the Music Room of the Biltmore 
Hotel. The committee has made every ef
fort to make this reunion an unusually en
tertaining one. We have succeeded in ob~ 
taining the t alented Dorothy Sands, who will 
give an extraordinary program entitled 
Styles in Acting. During her entertainment, 
Miss Sands will portray scenes from "The 
Conquest of Granada" by John Dryden, 
"Candida" by George Bernard Shaw, "Anna 
Chri stie" by Eugene O 'Neill, and other fa
mOllS plays. We trust that you will show 
your app reciation and support of the Asso
ciation by coming to the Reunion in full 
for ce to enjoy this unusual program. 

We shall have the honor of hearing Dr. 
Eugene A. Colligan, President of Hunter 
College, and Mrs. Leslie Graff, President.of 
the Associate Alumnae of Hunter College. 
Miss Ali ce W achtell will contribute a musi
cal program. Miss Anna W. Michels will 
t ake charge of the installation of the officers 
of the Association. In short, a very pleas
ant and entertaining reunion is being 
planned, and we hope that a large number 
of the Alumnae will participate in it. 

NETTIE A. J UDELS, 
Chairman of Spring Reunion 

Committee: 
MISS ALMA ERICSON 
MISS HENRIETTE E. JUDELS 
P RO FESSOR ELSIE KENGLA 
MISS IONA M . LOGIE 
MRS. LESLIE GRAFF (ex officio) 

AMENDMENTS 
The following Amendments to the Con

stitution will be voted on at the May R e
union: 

Amendment to make Article I , Section 3, 
read as follows : "A member who has been 
dropped for non-payment of dues may be 
reinst ated by the payment of the dues for 
the current vear." 

Amendmer;t to be added to Article II, 
Section 3: "Any graduate may become 
a L ife Member who has been a member of 
the Associate Alumnae for fifty years ." 

I NSPECTORS AND TELLERS 
The P resident of the Alumnae has ap .- . 

p ointed the following to se rve as Inspector~ 
and T ellers at the 1934 Election of the As
sociate Alumnae :-Miss Mary E. Gollow, 
Chief Insp ector; Miss Ida Ikelheimer, Miss 
Carrie T aylor, Miss Adele Langenbahn, 
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TO HELEN GRAY .CO E 

Helen Gray Cone, was it because your en
thusiasms were genuine, 

Your love for your fellows deep and self
effacing, 

That, in assembly, your voice rang out to the 
far corners of the hall, 

Bearing its valiant and high-purposed mes
sage? 

Was it despite the smallness of your stature 
That your heart was great? 

Was it because the masters of English prose 
and poetry were your friends 

That your students were admitted into the 
fellowship of letters? 

~ 

- Was it because you gave your entire self to 
whatever you undertook 

That to-day we gather here in love of your 
abiding spirit? 

Your place is not empty, 
Your purposes not at an end; 
Your high ambitions to be fulfilled. 

We shall turn to you again and again, 
We who love you, for your counsel and your 

courage. 

We shall strive to preserve for the daughters 
• of Alma Mater 

The disciplines and the beauties which you 
believed essential 

If our young people were to be, as the 
prophet said, 

Cornerstones-;-polished after the similitud~ 
of a palace. 

We shall always hold ourselves members 
Of the Fellowship of Goodwill which you 

founded, 
A small company of that greater Fellowship 

which in God's good time 
Shall bring peace on earth, and to all men 
The Coat without a Seam, of which you sang. 

We come together to-day, grieving that we 
cannot touch your hand, 

Hut deeply grateful to you, 
Rejoicing ill you and in one another 
Because we are bound together in the price-

less knowledge 
Of your abiding love and friendship. 

HENRIETTA PRENTI 'S . 

THE HELEN GRAY CONE 
MEMORIAL MEETING 

"Sail on through sunny waters; with more 
than lips can tell 

Of SO/TOW at our parting, we spealc the last 
farewell." 

On March 8, 1934, the day on which she 
would have been seventy-five years old had 
she been sparerl to us just a little longer, 
the Hunter College Auditorium was fillcd 
with those wbo had come together to pay 
tribute to our H~en Gray Cone. 

On the platform sat Mrs. Leslie Graff, 
President of the Associate Alumnae; with 
her were those who were to speak or recite
Professor Vida Scudder.. formerly of the 
English D epartment of WeHesley , Profes
sor Blanche Colton Williams of our pWll 

English D epartment, Professors Henrietta 
Prentiss and Marguerite E . Jones of our 
D epartment of Speech and Dramatics; also 
Miss Anna Michels of the English .D epart
ment, who had served as Chairman in the 
preparations for the Memorial Meeting. 
Above them all looked down at them and out 
at us the painting of Helen Gray Cone, 
President D avis 's precious gift to her Alma 
Mater. 

It w;s a sad occasion; yet as Mrs. Graff 
in opening the meeting reminded us, '''We 
must not be over-sad; we must rej oice in the 
privilege of knowing her and calling her 
friend." The fact that Professor Cone, as 
Mrs. Graff truly said, to each meant some
thing difi'erent, to all a spiritual influencc 
that we can never forget, was brought out 
by the unity in diversity of the tributcs of
fered to her. 

Because Helen Grav Cone loved music, 
the program began witil music. Miss Geral
dine Marwick, accompanied by Mr. C. Ober
brunner, sang the Morning Hymn, which 
with its triumphant outburst "Let there be 
light!" seemed truly appropriate, in view of 
Helen Gray Cone's fondness (already point
ed out elsewhere by Blanche Colton Wil
Iiams) for the word light. Later Miss Mar
wick sang again-songs from Shakespeare 
this time. And Miss Alice Wachtell played 
the cello. 

After the reading by Mrs. Graff of a son
net by Lillian Bermann Schmeidler (printed 
elsewhere in this issue), the first speaker was 
introduced. This was Miss Scudder, close 
friend of H elen Gray Cone. And to. at least 
one member of that audience who had never 
seen her before, she seemed already known. 
For among that member's dearly beloved 
possess ions, prized now for nearly twenty 
years, is one of her Commencement gifts, a 
daintily printed copy of "T'he Accolade" , 
bearing on its cover the words "Wellesley 
College, 1913", on its fly-leaf in Helen Gray 
Cone's own flowing hand the inscription 
"Godspeed from your friend, Helen Gray 
Cone. June 24, 1915", and within a printed 
fore-word by Vida D. Scudder dedicating 
to the Wellesley Class of 1913 the poem that 
Helen Gray Cone had written at Vida D. 
Scudder's request for the Smith College 
Class of 1884. What a thrill the owner of 
that copy felt when Miss Scudder's first 
words dealt with the genesis of that very 
poem-when she told of how, as a committee 
of one to represent her class, she had COOle 

to N ew York to tell Helen Gray Cone that 
the Smith College girls of 1884 had chosen 
her out of all the woman-poets of the day 
to be their poet and to read if she would a 
poem on their Commencement Day. From 
that first meeting of two young women each 



THE ALUMNAE NEWS '!j 

of whom was destined in latcr days to be 
Professor and then Profcssor Emeritus of 
English Literature at a gr at woman's col
lege, began a friend hip that was to endure. 
They had not spent, Miss Scudder said, morc 
than fifty days in all togethe r; yet in spirit 
they were never di vided. 

Miss Scudder p aid tribute to Miss Cone 
both as poet and as teacher- as one who was 
"capable of carrying poetry into pedagogy". 
She spoke of her spirit tendcr, gay-"deli
cate as a butterfly, swift as a lance". She 
expressed admiration for the fivc preciou., 
volumes culminating in H o,rvest II ome-for 
the charm of their cadences and for thcir au
thentic magic; and she pronoullced as hcr 

- verdict, thi s discerning and distinguished 
critic who has introduced many O"enerations 
to the great store-house of English and Amer
ican poetry, that in her belief Helen Gray 
Cone's poetry would survive. 

The second speaker was Professor Cone's 
successor in the headship of the Engli sh De
p artment, Professor Blanche Col ton Wil
liams. She prefaced her words with an up
ward glance at Profe SOl' Cone's painting
as it were a little silent salutc to a wcll
loved chief. And at the beginning of her 
speech she referred to another portrait
tha t of Lincoln that hung over Professo r 
Cone's desk. She spoke of Profes or Com: 
as one "fired as Lincoln was fired by the 
ideal of freedom f or all men"-as she showed 
in her poem on Lincoln written in 1909. 
Then from the thought of the Civil W ar that 
Professor Cone had known in her childhood, 
th e speaker p assed to the thought of tllf:! 
'World W ar as " another wax of liberation". 
and of one special poem that grew out of 
that war, "one of the truly great poems", 
the famous Chant of Love fOl' England. 

Turning the.n from historical to literary 
influences, Professor Williams spoke of Pro
fessor Cone's literary loves, and in p art of 
fh c poems that were inspired by these:
above all of Shakespeare, the t e rcentenary 
of whose birth she must have known as a 
ch ild of fi ve, and the t ercentenary of whose 
dea th she paid tribute to by the poem pub-
lished in the M emorial I ssue of the Bulletin; 
qf Dickens and Trollope and Galsworthy; 
of Wordsworth and Keats; of Chaucer; of 
Emerson and Longfellow and W alt Wil itman 
(she shared Whitman's love of liberty , 
though she laughed at his egoti sm); of 
Arnold and Browning and Tennyson. 

In conclusion Professor Williams stressed 
Professor Cone's many accompl ishments in 
many fields-as woman, teacher, friend , pa·· 
triot, and poet. 

Then another who had known tIle proud 
privilege of serving under Profes or Cone-·
Professor Prentiss, now head of the depart
ment that had been an outgrowth of Profes
sor Cone's own-addressed thc spiri t of 
H elen Gray Cone in moved and moving 
lines that appear elscwherc in the )J' E WS. 

And finall y Helen Gray Cone eemed to 
speak again herself through her own poems, 

as rendered by Marguerite E . J ones, who 
unfalteringly, with voice of ringing r eso
llancc, pas ed from one to another, forming 
an aptly-woven garlalld of the fairest flowers 
culled with Iovino' ca re from the garden of 
her works. • 

Then fina:l ly Mrs. Graff, with a word of 
an nouncement concerning the Memorial I s
sue of the Bulletin, an d a word of thanks 
to Miss Michels for the M emorial Meeting 
a rrangements, brought to a close a meeting 
th at had been, we think, what Helen Gray 
Cone hcrself would have wished, a meeting 
that was loving a nd simple and dignified and 
not too sorrowful, a meeting in which we 
tr ied to t ell her that we were indeed "grate
ful for the past" as wc gave her a ll God
specd. 

E. ADELAIDE H~HN. 

HELEN GRAY CONE'S BOOKS 
The Office of the D epartment of English 

has for sale a few copies of the late Emeri
tus Professo r H elen Grav Cone's Harvest 
H ome and 1'h p ('nat wi lh"aut a Seam. Pro
ceeds from the sale of these books will be 
appl ied to the H elen G ra y Cone Fellow
ship. If purchasers will call between 10 
and 12 or between 2 a nd 4 o'clock, Miss 
H ensel, tIl e D ep.ntmcnt Secretary, will be 
hap py to scrve them . 

' BLANCHE COLTON 'VILLIAII1~. 

THE HELEN GRAY CONE 
FELLOWSHIP 

Miss Margaret Rose Grennan, '33, is the 
winner of the fourth award of the Helen 
Gray Cone Fellowship of Hunter College, ac
cording to an annoucement by Professor 
Blanche Colton Williams, Chairman of the 
Committee of A ward. The Fellowship, es
tablished in ] 927 in honor of Helen Gray 
Cone, is granted for exceptional ability in 
Englisll and is des igncd to help the winner 
carryon g raduate study in English. Lily 
Gundcrson, '32, was named as alternate. 

K. M. L 

HELE N GRAY CONE. 
H Ell BIR TH DAY, 1934. 

B ut yestcryea r shc welcomed as of old 
The wild :March wind, hoarse herald of the 

·Spring, 
The r a ucous showma n whose awakening 
I s p rologue to the pomp of g reen and gold. 
H crsclf a child of March she loved full well 
Its lusty days, r enewing hope of life, 
Dis tilling April's t ea rs, mid violets rife 
Coining Q'old daffodils in fields to dwell. 
Into the unknown, loving beauty so, 
Tbe way cannot be dark. Beneath her feet 
The vernal pastures, Hower-spangled, glow 
III unimaO'ined splendo r, perfumed, sweet. 
E lysian meadows wear a, tenderer g reen 
Than mortal eyes, e'en hers, have ever seen. 

L I LT.IAN BERMANN SCHMEIDLER, 

Class of '98. 




