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This afternoon you are going to see some of the people and places
thet beve been significent in the life of our college. You under-
gredustes who sit here today might well be the greet-grandchildren of
our first graduates,Ez;r the Femsle Normsl snd High School wes
established by & resolution of the city's Board of Education just 88 years
z£0, on November 17, 1869. This board of education was composed of 12
commissioners appointed by the Mayor, including in its membership #illiem
¥iood, white bearded, seated second from the right, in the second row. He
leter beceme president of the board end chairmen of the college governing
committee. Mr. Wood was &n ardent friend of the new institution znd &
constant end staunch supporter of its first President, Thomes Hunter. The
new school provided higher education &t public expense. It afforded the
city & "constent supply of treined end competent teachers." Its students
would be elementary school gradustes who hed sll passed an entrance test
et 75 or better, and who were at least 14 yesrs old. E::

A building for the new school had still to be erected. At that time
most of New York's million inhsbitants lived beliow l4ith Street. Therefore
the new school was first located in downtown Manhattsn, in a«n upper floor
and & helf of & business building at 694 Broadwey, at the corner of 4th
Street, running through to Lafayette Street. The long plot on tine extreme
right of the mep is the site. Eight classrooms were provided, with &n

assembiy hall that could be converted into eight more rooms by pushing
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sliding coors and curtains into place. Such were toe physical accommodetions. f=
£s to tne Facuity: Irish-born Thomes Hunter, forced to Leave Irelend becesuse

of his strongly-expressed democratic views, had first found employment in

Lmerics &s a drawing teacher. A fine teacher and & dauntless man, he haa

become @ school principal, at the age of 26. Now, just 38 years old, ne



was 10 plen and conduct & school which was to be both an academic institution
end & training school for teachers.

President Hunter, in addition to his administretive duties, was &lso
professor of intellectuasl philosophy and of the theory snd practice of
teeching. Professor Arthur lenry Dundon, named as vice presicent, was
professor of the English lenguage and also of Latin. It was Professor Lunaon
who devised the college motto: Mihi Cure Futuri —- "Mine is the Cere of the +

Fboﬁ.@4f‘*f" Future."Iz&here were two other professors on that first faculty -- Joseph
Anthony Gillet, professor of mathematics and physics, who years icler was
to serve as acting President, on Dr. Hunter's retirement, and Charles

His_j”__*ﬁ,_ 5" Libert Schlegel who headed the department of Germen end French.:.i.ydia F.
Wadleigh, who had been principal of a fine public school, beceme the first
LzCy Superintendent. (Later Wadleigh High School, and Wadleigh alcove &t
Hunter College carried her name &nd memory).

On St. Valentine's Lay, February 14, 1870 the opening exercises of the
Female Normel and High School were held in the third floor assembly room.
Fore than 1000 registered teacher-pupils, as the students were officisliy
called, met on that first day. The new school now began its yesrs of
service &nd of growth. During that first term provision wes mede for & Mocel
Primsry School, and the nsme Normal Coliege of the City of New Yorx was
conferred on the new institution. The first graduation exercises were held

Old Par & Ave the following July for 97 students who had completed five months of
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i { professional tra1n1ng.£:From the first Dr. Hunter and Wwilliem Woods worked

for & permenent building, &nd when land had been acquired st 68th Street
and Perk Avenue, formerly Hamilton Square, it was Ur. Hunter's pian that
Shaped our permenent home. In September, 1873 the girls of Normel College

moved into that permenent building. Around the barren neighborhood rosamed

.f
“Toe C hale | wild goats, but the building wes spacious and m&gnificent.L:There were
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promensces, playrooms, a« calisthenium, end librery, in adaition to classrooms,
and & physics lezboratory in which Professor Gillet conductec all the
experiments nimseif, Ior fear, as he saia, that some young iady might hurt
herself. This picture shows the chapel, or assembly hell, of that buiiding.

_ Tne years saw a group of hard working giris st school who found the
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- four years, end the Faculty, as you see, was enlarged. In 1888, the course

cays full of adventure. EBy 1879 the three-year program was extended to

was again lengthened —- to five years for the academic sequence -- zna tae
D"’“{‘/ D,?;u:'?»_a(‘ﬂormal College was empowere by the state legislature to grant é.egrees.ﬁ)auy
A
cismissel occurred at two o'clock for the entire student boay.
During the early years of our college the students, despite their youth Mm""""
end their eernest studying, planned activities that have grown and flourished. \;J‘
o
* Tne Liumnee Associztion itself was organized in 1872 "for the purpose of AL:{l c’)‘b
preserving the friendship and pleasant intercourse begun during our college
life, end to advence by every meens within our power the best interests of
our Alma Meter." Its early activities included tne nurturing of the free
kindergerten movement — the first free public kindergarted in America was
ours. 4 loan fund for needy students was set up &nd has been constantiy
ﬁri‘s__\ﬂ_‘ci"i enlargea. It was the Associate Alumnae who founded the college j.ibrary.g
In the 1890's the Alumnae Settlement was esteblished on East 72 Street. One
room served both as office end as bedroom for Mary 4 Wwells, the Head worker,
gracuate of the class of 1880. A picture of the college stood proudiy on
rer bookcase. The settlement brought to residents of the Upper Fast Side,
o.Ldl Yorkville, dey care for their children, health and socisl service for
the entire family. Today the number aided is so great, the asctivities so

expanded, that other groups combine with the Associzte Alumnze to maintein

, »L
Plew el Lenox Hill House. In 1896, the Alumnse News, a warm and friendly paper, ﬁl(}ﬂ"‘}
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A came to life under the wise guidance of iirs. Elesnor Funk Hshn ~
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