
Our C o l l e ~ e  F ~ Y  LCLL?~ --- 

This afternoon you a r e  going t o  see some of the people and places 

the.t bzve been significant in the l i f e  of our college. You under- 

g r~dua tes  who s i t  here today might well be the great-grancichildren of 

1.6 Lq our f i r s t  graauates, z o r  the Fe-le Norm1 and High School w e s  c 
established by s resolution of the c i ty ' s  Board of Eiiucation just  88 years 

ago, on November 17, 1869. This board of education was compose6 of 3.2 

commissioners appointed by the Mayor, including in i t s  membership ihilliam 

boa, white bearded, seated second from the r ight ,  i n  the second row. iIe 

k t e r  becme president of the board ~ n d  chairm~n of the college governing 

:omittee. M r .  Rood was an  ardent friend of the new ins t i tu t ion  and E. 

constant EM staunch supporter or" i t s  f i r s t  President, Thomes Hunter. The 

new school provided higher education a t  public expense. It afforded the 

c i ty  a nconsb.nt supply of t r ~ i n e d  &nd competent teachers." Its students 

. 
' 

would be elementary school graduates vho had all passe6 an entrance t e s t  

t-?+ et 75 o r  bet ter ,  and who were a t  l m s t  il, years old. 
U 

k building fo r  the new school had still t o  be erected. A t  that time 

mont of New Yorkls million inhabitants l ived below 4 t h  Street.  Therefore 

the nea school was first iocated i n  aowntonn lanhcrttbin, i n  an upper f loor  

and s half of s. business building a t  694 Broadwey, a t  the corner of I t h  

Street, running thro%h to Lafayette Street.  The long ? lo t  on tine extreme 

ri&t of the mtp i s  the s i t e .  Light classrooms were provided, with hn 

assembly h a l l  that  could be converted into eight more rooms by pushing 
>(. : 4 w C ' (  ,+ 

sliding aoors and curtains into phce. Such were the physics1 scconmodations. 
rc 7 o 

4s to the Faculty: Irish-born Thomas Hunter, forced t o  ieave Irelax% beccuse 

of h i s  strongly-expressed democratic views, hsd f i r s t  found employment i n  

k m e ~ i c a  e s  a drawing teacher. k f ine  teacher and a dsuntless mn, he haa 

become a school principal, a t  the age of 26. low, jus t  38 yesrs old, he 



mas to plan sna codcluct e school which was to be both an academic i n s t i t ~ t i o n  

~ n d  s training school f o r  teachers. 

President Hunter, in addition t o  h i s  administretive duties, was elso 

p ro fes~or  of in te l lec tua l  philosophy and of the theory snd practice of 

tet-ching. Professor P s t h u r  Benrg h a o n ,  named 6s vice presioent, KES 

2rofessor of the English language and d s o  of ffitin. It w 6 s  Professor Lbaon 

rho devised the college motto: M i h i  Cur& Futuri - "Mine i s  the Care of the * 
r - 0 h . 6 ~ 1 ~ : ~  Future." F h e r e  rere  two other professors on that f i r s t  faculty - Joseph 

Anthony Gillet ,  professor of mathematics and physics, who yesrs i t t e r  ms 

t o  serve as sc t ing  President, on Dr. Hunter's retirement, and Charles 

H , ; ~  k,, Mbert  Schlegel who heeded the department of German and French. b d i h  F. - Z 
F.'adleigh, who had been principal of tr f ine  public school, beceme the f i r s t  

Lady Superintendent. ( ~ a t e r  'liadleigh High School, and Viadleigh alcove a t  

Hunter CoLLege carried her name end memory). 

On St. Valentine's Csy, February 14, 1870 the opening exercises of the 

Femele No& and High School aere held i n  the th i rd  f loor  assembly room. 

gore than 1000 registered teecher-pupils, a s  the students were off-icieliy 

called, met on thht f i r s t  day. The new school now began i t s  yems of 

service arxl of growth. During tha t  first term provision was mde fo r  6 Moael 

Primary School, and the name Normal Coliege of the City of Bea Yorx vlas 

conferreci on the new insti tution. The first ~;radwition exercises mere held 

old f ir k # c  - the following July for  97 students who had completed f ive  months of 

P>,*; ld; 1 pmfesr ioml  training. F'rom the first Dr. i lmter end lLUiu Woods rorked L 
f o r  2 p e r w e n t  building, and when land had been acquired e t  68th Stree t  

and P ~ K  Avenue, formerly HsmFLton Square, it was I&. Hunter's plan tha t  

shaped our p e m e n t  home. I n  September, 1873 the k i r l s  of N o r a  College 

moved i n t o . t h t  permenent building. Around the barren neighborhood roamed 

4 
v i ld  goats, but  the building was s p c i o u s  and mgnificent.Ll'here were 



promenades, phyrooms, h calisthenium, and l i b r q ,  i n  adaition to  classr~oms, 

and a p b s i c s  lzboratory in which Professor Gi l l e t  condurctea dl the 

experiments nimseif, fo r  fear, a s  he saia,  that some yo-- ledy might hurt  

herseif. T h i s  picture shows the chapel, o r  assembly hall, of t h a t  buLaing. 

Tne yesss saw a group of hard working girls st school who founa -ke 
\ k  '?& 

cays full of adventure.-By 18'79 the three-year program was extended to 
1 6 6 J  e -- four yecrs, stxi the Faculty, as you see, was enhrged. I n  i888, the course 

was ag.in'lengthened - t o  f ive  years f o r  the academic sequence - and the 

. . 
Dg;(l ~ , r u ~ ~ ~ ~ . h o r m i l  College was emporere by tbe s t a t e  legislatitme t o  grant d e p r e e s . r ~ d , . L ~  

/ 

cismisssl occurred a t  tm olclock f o r  the ent i re  student bocly. 
, 

During the ehrly years of our college the students, despite their youth P\Q.F~' 

~ n d  their  earnest studying, planned a c t i v i t i e s  tha t  have groan snd 

$ The Alumnee hssocht ion  i t s e l f  ?xis organized i n  1872 "for the purpose of 

preserving the friendship and pleasant intercourse begun during our college 

l i f e ,  tnd to advance by every means r i t h i n  our power the best in teres ts  of 

our Alma k t e r . "  Its early a c t i v i t i e s  includea the nurturing of the free 

kindergcrten movement - the f i rs t  f r e e  public kindergarted in America was 

ours. A loan fund f o r  needy students mas s e t  up snd has been conskntly 

- 5  enkrgeci. It was the Associate M-e who founded the college iibraqr. $ 
.-- 

In the 1890's the Alumnae Settlement was eskbl i shed  on East 72 Street. i)ne 

room served both as off ice anti a s  bedroom f o r  lkary A kel.Ls, the Head borker, 

&rad,uate of the c lass  of 1880. A picture of the coliege stood prouiiy on 

her bookcase. The settlement brought t o  residents of the Upper Fast Side, 

oid YorkviLLe, day care for  tbir chilaren, health and s o c k 1  service fo r  

the ent i re  fhmily. Todsy the nurmber aided i s  so great, the a c t i v i t i e s  so 

expaded, tha t  other groups combine with the kssocihte h l m e  to  mainkin 

P,-+..,t xSt-l'- Lenox H i l l  House. I n  1896, the Alumnae News, a w a r m  and friendly psper, A I ~ F  $*C 

lLr , - l \ . , ~ t  : 
came to l i f e  under the wise guidance of Irs. Eleanor F w  Hhhn. 

+ / O W <  * '  
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