
T H I S  is t l ~ c  c l ~ ~ ~ o ~ t i c l c  ol IIIY first i ~ t ~ d  I I I V S ~  ~ ~ I I I L I I O I I S  
voyi1g. 

hly fictlic~. l~lct~tlctl Iiitril work its ;I I,t~iltlcr o l  
1)ritlgcs will1 sl)ori~tlic ~ I I I ~  quite s p o ~ ~ t ; ~ ~ ~ e o u s  excur- 
sions ill cluest ol i~tlvc~~tiurc, shook t1ie111 well, a ~ ~ t l  
usually callre up  wit11 something that kept the fam- 
ily agog for wccks. 011 tliis occasion the l~ropositl 
wi~s that we take it steanler down the Mississil)pi to 
the city o l  I)ul~~tc~ttc, ill ortlcr to see 110 less a hero 
t11ii11 Ruffitlo I$ill, clue to appei~r il l  persoll with ;I 

trot~l)c 01 Iii~rd-riding, gun-toting, feather-wcarit~g 
Indiiuis. I sliall confess that i ~ t  the age of scven 1 
\\*its rltore t11i111 a little terrified of Crees, Sioux and 
tlieir co~~freres; but the thought that Huffalo Hill 
coultl co1,c wit11 the lot o l  theni in the twinkling of 
i111 eyc, if need be, rctluced the chill on lily spinc to 
the t l i l~~et is io~~s ol it 111ild drop in tenllxrature. 
W ~ i l c  li ly l'ittlier 11;ttl ;ttlr~~ittctlly never Ixen a Iwoci 
c.otlrpi~~~iot~ of Ht~fk~lo Hill, lie liatl in the clays of his 
youth k11ow11 i ~ ~ i o t l ~ e r  guartlian of virtue, the i11con1- 
l~irial>lc Wild Hill Hickok, and regaletl us with tales 
of how tliis gentleillan Ilad slain two desperadoes at  
the s i~rl~c instant with the help ol a brace of dcr- 
ri~tgcrs, one heltl in each hand. 

hlother gently tle~i~urretl, being a wolnan who 
licld tlie whole of the Wild West in abhorrence as 
;L partic~~larly opprobious storlrl centcr of iniquity. 
Hut in tlie entl she give in, we went to Ixtl before 
tlie cliicke~is, arose i ~ t  three in  the tt~orniiig, clit~lberl 
illto a carriage 1)cIiintl two horses sleepier still than 
we, and tlrove off to the village where the Iwat was 
expectetl to dock. hly sister, of whom I took all tlic 
i~tI\'ittlt;lgC i ~ ~ ~ l ~ t i t l g  frOtll a differellcc of scx i~ntl ;I 
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ycitr in ilgc, $2" I ~ l i i ~ k i ~ ~ g  Iicr I)l~tc eyer i ~ t  thv stilt.*. 
111 tluc cottrsc 1 Iwcat~~e tlic ;~uthor ol' ;I seric* 01 
cl~twiru: trot11 wliicli I I I ~  lather cvct~tui~lly csc.itl)etl I)y 
si11gi11g l~a l l ;~~ls  11otI1 gritve i111c1 gay, 01' wIii1.11 11c 
i ~ p ~ > a r c ~ ~ t l y  knew IIO ct~tl. 

Then the dawn calilc a t ~ d  with it, 1ro111 the I)ro\v 
o[ a hill, our first g l i ~ ~ ~ p s e  ol the ti~iglity River. l'lic 
se~n was L I ~ N I I  it ant1 the 111ists l~at l  picrtly r i s c ~ ~ ,  so 
that the lloutl of rushing water, sprinkletl \\fit11 
littlc tree-lade11 islands and h e ~ ~ ~ ~ t t e c l  it1 I)y lores~etl 
crags, lay kfore  us so breathtitkingly bcitt~tilul thi~t 
I shouted as if I were a-Greek going to a wetltli~~g 
with "Evoe" on his lips. Certain it is thitt riot cvcli 
Hon~er  greeted the blue Mediterra~~ciui Illore jubi- 
lantly than did 1 this stream, ovcr~~owcrctl I)y tllc 
glory of what lay below. The  vista \rSiis ol silver, 
turquoise and en~eraltl, sc i~~t i l l a t~ t  I)y reitsoti ol 
Illovernetit, and yet still as tlic ~ ~ i l r l c ~ ~ t ~ c s ~ ,  t11c I1ci11.t 
of the wilderness, alo~le call Ir. Only olicc \c:lr I 
later 011 to exlxrie~~ce to the siitlle lull~iess cxclc~isilc, 
absolute beauty. This was when, liavi~ig ritltletl ;I 

train all night in lily soldier's u ~ i i l o r ~ ~ ~ ,  1 go1 oH 
with two frientlv at Chartrcs i111t1 1'ountl I~cl'ore 111c. 
against an early t~lorning sky, tlic spires 01 tlic 
Cathedral. Then, however, it seen~ctl ;IS il tliis tverc 
the incarnation of all nlan hat1 co~iceivetl ol i l l  his 
history when hc drea~iccd of 1,cauty i t ~ i t l  liolit~css 
together. T h e  Mississil)l)i wi~s the se;i. girtllit~g 11ic 
worltl and yet leiavi~~g it glorioc~sly ~ ~ ~ ~ s t i t l ) l e ,  \vilr ;I 

gateway to unentling mystery, wils cvcl~ so tluict, 
strangely quiet as arc tlic eyes ol tlic \r9otnan one 
loves when she is happy. T o  be sure, I c l i t l  11ot t l i i ~ ~ k  
of any of these things at thc tili~c. hly l'ictllcr tlro\,c 



clt~ictly t l 0 \ \ 8 1 1  t l~c  l l i l l  witlt ;I twi~iklc it1 liis eye. I 
~ I I O \ \ .  t l l i ~ l  I I C  \Z';IS 1)ro11d 01 lily joy, tllc joy he IlilCI 

givct~ I I I ~ .  ;\ntl i~ssuretlly nian cannot give to his 
(.hilt1 ; I I I ~  L I .C~ISLI~C,  eitlier goltl or lanie or Icar~ii~ig, 
\\.hie11 is ;IS gootl 21s the joy that has in its breast the 
\y1111)01s i l l  \\fliic:l~ hc will Ii~tcr 011 weigh tllc worltl. 

TI-I LI<E \c.i~s tlic vessel, wi~terwlleel and evcrytlii~ig 
else O I I ~  si~\v il l  l)icturcs, ~lotitl~le lor tllc c l i~~lk-  

i ~ ~ g  ; ~ l t t l  I);111ging thitt see111 to go with loatli~lg o l  
\llil)s. I :~OI I I  tllis poillt o~i \ci~rd lily ~ttotller took over 
1l1c 1.c111s I'or ;I wliilc. The  Kiver was quite tlitfcrc~it 
IIO!~'. \\.its ; I I I  CXI)~I I ISC 01 eerie, tllttddy Wetlless Ii11)- 

11i11g ;~l)out {IS, i111iI it was ti~ite lor I~reitkhst. I tlo 
1101 ~.ct.;~ll \\.h;~t we ate, but while we were tloi~ig so 
~~lot l lc l  s ;~i t l  tli;~t w l ~ e ~ i  we got to tlie great, wicked 
c . i ~ \  \vc \vc~.c ~)lc;lsc to stay close to Iier, I)ecause if 
; I I I ~ L ~ I I I I ) :  Il;~l)l)c~led to LIS slie \voi~ld i~~~t~ lcd ia tc ly  
tlic. 'l'llc tho~lgllt ol' Ilcr going off pcrc111l)torily to 
I - I ~ ' ; I \ , ~ I I  W;IS cli~tressin~; ; ~ n d  1 l'orthwitli resolved to 
(lo \vh;~tcvc~. \Z,:IS possil)lc to su~ltlcr her tc~l~l)ol.arily 
I ' I . O I I I  ~ I I I I I I ~ I . I ; I ~  l~liss. h4ea1iwllile I I I Y  latl1cr wits 
~ ~ . ; l t l i ~ ~ g  rclt~ilrks with cvery1)ody who wislletl to tleitl 
i l l  that ~ O I I I I I I O ~ I ~ Y ,  a ~ i d  inql~ir i~ig tlil ig~ltly illto 
tllc ~)rcsct~t col~t l i t io~~s OS Ditbuque. The  otlly tlli~ig 
I k ~ ~ c ~ v  ;tl)out this city was that ;I citize~i Iiaili~lg 
1ro111 tl~erc ;tnd le;~tlitlg a not too ctlifyi~ig lire ill our 
t0\\.11 \zr;ts k11ow11 to utter the n~ysteriot~s wortl 
/ ) ~ I J . / I / ~ I I  ul)oll innunierable occasions. I had not the 
I ; ~ i ~ ~ t c s t  itlc;~ ol' what it ~ttciult, but it st~fficctl to 
I I I ; I ~ V  t l ~ c  1)I;1ce \\'e \s9erc to visit :IS s t ~ ~ t i g c  its 

. \ ~ ~ t l  i l l  ; i l l  ~rut l i  this is whitt it wi~s. l'lic street "1) 
\ \ . l ~ i c . l t  \vc ~)roc.cetlctl ; ~ t  i~ leisurely l)i~cc was cri~~ltl ' t~l 
OI  \\.itgo~ls ; I I I ~  horses, so tli;~t what irilpressctl 111c 
\\.c~.c the tails i~ntl Ilitu~ichcs of cou~itless steeds so 
111tit.I1 Illore eliornlous than ~nysell that I ~ilight well 
I1:1vc Iwcn 'I'onl T l ~ u ~ l l b  walking down Wall Street. 
. I .c . l~~l) t ;~t io~~s to ~ ) i ~ r s i ~ e  i~dvetiti~res of lily ow11 werc 
~hc.1.clorc sul)l)rcssctl tvitliout tliflicitlty. Since ours 
\i';ts ;I lrugi11 lan~ily, ;~tlvatltage was taken ot the 
c l l ) l )o r t~~~~i  ty to tititkc lx~rchoses. I was initiated illto 
t l ~ c  very ccllter o l  the sccrct of woliian, which is not 
I I ~ I  loveliness or hcr iniuitio~ls, bttt lier uncari~ly 
; ~ l ) i l i i y  to cx;unlinc withot~t weariness every article 
i l l  ;I store I)cI'orc she I ~ i ~ y s  so nlucli its a s;~l'ety pill. 
1%11t I sli;~ll i~cllltit tli;tt the discovery was skindeep 
;t t  tlic L ~ I I I C .  I took rcl't~gc il l  the pretense that I was 
;I ~ ~ ~ c ~ ~ . c l i ; ~ n t  ;111tl soltl niy sister qui~ntitics o l  iiier- 
t lii~rltlisc. so th;~t  sllc went so Ilugcly into hypotheti- 
( ; I !  tlcl)t tlt;~t it is utterly i~tllmssil)lc that slit cot~ltl 
CSCI. st~l)accl~lcntly h;~vc cxtrici~tetl hcrsclf. 

1'11(.11 ( . ; I IIIC tlic tent, ill1 oval of grou~itl sur- 
~.ot~~~tlc . t l  I)y tiers ol' sci~ts, itntl Huffalo Hill. kly 
I;ltlicl. ;11~1)1;111clctl him i ~ s  il' lie wcrc ;III oltl fricntl, 

i111t1 I ;IIII tluitc ccr t i~i~i  lie rcsl~o~~tletl  I)y I )o\ \ , i~~g 
slightly ill our tlircctio~i. Hc lookctl, 1 tl~ougllt, vcr) 
~ l ~ t ~ c l i  like lily gr;uic\htller, except that liis I)cicrel 
was longer and liiore pointed ant1 that lie rotlc 
Iiorsebi~ck extre~ilely well. My grantllather ill ii 

sittltlle i~lways reminded lile ot a kernel oI ~)o l )cor~~ 
ill ;I Impper. 1 was gnuinely alrititl, however, thilt 
lSt~ff;~lo Hill woultl sutldenly swing his Ilorsc itrou~~tl 
i111d slloot sollte tllalelitctor 011 the spot; i i ~ t t l  si~t(.c 
tlic ~ i i ~ t u r e  o l  the show I)usi~less Iii~tl not ~ I ; I M ~ I I ~ ( I  0 1 1  

~ ~ i c ,  1 was cer t i~i~i  th;~t tlic Itldia~~s, tl;tslli~~g roul~tl 
i111t1 roi11id 011 potiies, yelling i ~ t  wlli~t lily 111otl1c1. 
siiitl was a st;tgcoacll, ant1 firing I)la~lk ci~rtritlgcr 
galore were a congeries o l  llartle~ictl vill;~i~is. It \\.;I\ 
it11  to doubt gay and exciting in its Wild West wily, 
but tlle sigh o l  relief wliich escapctl 1ro111 lily i ~ ~ l ~ c r .  
~itost soul wltell the ti111e c i i ~ ~ ~ c  to tlcsce~ltl ~ I I L ; I ( . L  

I 'ro~~t tllc plank on wllicll we wcrc scatctl I l i ~ e l  ;I[ 

1e;lst tllc ~ttagnitutlc, i l l  laycllicitl t c r l~~s ,  oL' ;III ~ I ' I I ~ ) -  

tion ol Mt. Vesuvius i~ltcr ;I slecp of c.c~~turics. 

Iktck 011 the boat wc werc again, a1111 this rl~i~ggctl 
:~lici~tl tloggcclly agai~ist thc streilltt.  tho^ I tliscov- 
erctl so~llethi~ig about lily li~tlier wliicli 1 Iii~d 1101 

~)reviously suspectetl - so~tietlli~ig tliitt ~ ~ ~ i i t l c  I I I C  

feel quite as if 1 had Sou~ld ;I box ol cirit~i~els 1111tlc1. 
111y l)~llow. He was walking about tclli~ig 1~co11lc Ilc 
hacl never secn belore all about Huffalo Hill, just i ~ s  

if tlie two of theni had h e n  friends since the ~ I ; I \ V I I  
of ti~ilc. Let tile say frankly, since co~ifession is gootl 
lor the soul, thitt this is tlie only kind of e111l)roidcry 
I hitve evcr itpprecii~tetl or t~~itlerstootl. l ' o  it all 
~t~itlcs are, secretly or overtly, co~isciously or LIII( .OII .  

sciously, adtlictetl, evcti ;IS lily scvcr;ll i ~ u ~ l t s  were to 
knitting sweaters itntl ;~$hi~ns. My lilther, I knc\\, 
no\\;, was ;I tn;tgnificcnt, Iiitlf-iu~ronscious Mqc;lver ol 
yarns. 

S1II)I)ENLY a storlii i~rosc, ils s to r~ l~s  call rise so 
spectacularly only in thi~t  Kiver valley. l'lic rk!. 

was black as tlic juice of wal~iut Iit~lls, the th~t~tclct. 
rolletl, l i~ l l t~ i ing  cut I)lootly gi~slies yi~rtls tvitlc i I I  

thc worltl. Little ripples on the streall1 I)lo;~tetl 
tlie~i~selves illto tlic respecti~l)ility of w;~vcs. h .1~ sistc.~. 
w;~s tcrrorizctl into i~l)solutc lrigiclity. 'l'llcrclorc i t  
Ixcitiie tiecessitry to heiglltcn her tor111c11t wit11 
fie~itlisli glee. 1 exl~li~i~letl  to her witliout licsit;~tio~~ 
that slle woultl tievcr rcilch shore - that the light- 
ning would strike the shil) i111d c~igt~lf  Iler i l l  tllc 
wilt1 waters, i~ntl thi~t  its it c.o~~sccluctic.c slic \voultl 
soo~l I)c ill ;~llotlicr worltl. The  ~)rt)sl)cct oI' I)cill): 
tliits i~l)rt~ptly trit~ls~x)rtetl l r o ~ i ~  where she was U I I -  

~ierved her quitc, acid sllc c l ~ ~ n g  to IIIC ;IS il I \VCI.C 

tlie last great hope of ei~rth. Just tllcn, I I ~ H * ~ Y C I . ,  
so~i~ctliing c a ~ i ~ c  out ol the sky with ;I I)iulg, quite i ~ s  

(Co~trirlrted or, P ( ~ g e  29) 
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il itti thc Iircworks i1t the c o u ~ ~ t y  lair liad gone OH 
at onc tiole. ?'he boat was r i ~ ~ i r ~ ~ e r l  with Iliiirie. 1~ 
stlook like the rcar c ~ i d  ol i I I i  cnil,ty hity wit go^^. 

rllid it  dawned on nlc i ~ l s t a ~ ~ t l y  thitt 1, with i l l1  I I I ~  

bragging atid 111y cruelty ou I I I ~  co~isciencc, ~riiglit 
111yselE k sent off to tllc other world witllout l'~il.tIle~. 
advance notice. Perhalx all my hairs wcrc !lot sta~itl- 
ing upright, but they certainly see~lrcd to Ijc. I t  wts 
a niost salutary cxperietlce. Whc~ i  I;tter oti 1 ~.c;ttl 
Burke on the subject of the subl i r~~c i t ~ i r l  the 1,c;t~tti- 
£111, it was with the conviction thitt ; t l l  ol  i t  I l ; t t l  

bee11 spelled out lor 011 the kIississily,i. Now .I 
clurig to my sister and she to me, as lll i l l l  ;t11(1 ~ . i t l ' t  
might cluster on it stormy sea. Literally ~ lo th i t~g  1 
have ever encountered was more welconlc ~liiin thc 
land, now that the thunder riunblerl i l l  the tlist;~tlce. 

We were back in the carriage i~giti~i, tlic S U I I  ~vits 
goi11g down, everything was I)e;~~ltil'ully J I . ~ C I I ,  ;111tl 

the horses released lx-0111 the livery st;tl)lc, I ) I . ;~ I ICCCI  
in their hartless with ~ ~ ~ a ~ i i l e s t  tleliglit. My letllcr 
iiud mother sat strangely silent lor ;I ti111e. .-\Stet. ;I 

while stars sat, bright as ever-burni~ig ~iiittclies, itr 
the sky. Then  rliy lather sitid, "Those Inclia~~s ~vcrc 
not as spry as they n~ight  have heen, i t  scenis to I I I ~ .  
But perhaps it is only hecause tinies hitvc changetl." 
My nlother replied fervently, "I t h a ~ ~ k  Got1 lor the 
fact that I shall never again have to \\*iit~h so 1 i r ; t t ry  

Ketlskirls i ~ ~ a k i n g  L'ools 01 then~selves." Al~tl 1, think- 
ing o111y of the stor~n, atlded, "1'111 very gli~tl I'ur 11ot 
in Heaven." My mother was silent. Rly father sititl, 
"When we get there, we'll have t l i ~ ~ n c r  so111c ti~lrc 
with Buffalo Bill." 

(;EOKGI-: N .  SHIIS.I.I.K 
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