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John Sepulveda holds a dostorate from 
Yale, and heads a community development 
corporation in Connecticut. Jean Sindab 
also holds a Yale doctorate. Bernadette 
Walker is the dean of students at Long 
Island University. And Felrx D~az is a senior 
offrcial wlth the New York State Division of 
Youth. 

All four of these successful profess~onals 
are natlve New Yorkers. All are graduates of 
Hunter College from the 1970s. Mast strik- 
ingly, all entered Hunter through SEEK, the 
C~ty Umvers~tyk bold educat~onal oppor- 
tun~ty program for sewrely d~sadvantaged 
students, which celebrates ~ts 20th anntver- 
sary this year 

SEEK, an acronym for Search for Edwca- 
tion, Elevation and Knowledge, wasman- 
dated by the State Legislature rn 1966 as a 
response to growing pressure for bener 
representat~on of d~sadvantaged minorilles 
at CUNY's other four-year colleges. To get 
into Hunter or City or Queens In those days, 
appllcants had to havea h~gh school av- 
erage of 85 or better, which locked out many 
students whose academic progress had 
been slowed by educational or econornlc 
d~sadvanhges. 

For a thousand or so such appllcants 
each year, SEEK promised two great oppor- 
tunrties, the chance to get rnto one of the 
four-year schools, and the suppott services 
-indlvldual counseling, tutoring, remed~al 

F Special Gifts 
5 : z Campaign Nears 
$3 Million Goal 

The Special Gifts Campaign, now in its third 
year, received an unprecedented number of 
gifts in cash and pledges during the last two 
months of f 986, according to Bertha Bosch- 
w~tz Leubsdorf, chair of the Campargn, 
More than $250,000 came In durlng that 
period, bnng~ng the Campaign'stotal to 
more than $2.1 milllan or more than two- 
thirds of its $3 millton goal. 

The following people and cornpanres 
made new gifts of $10,000 or more to the 
Carnpa~gn or added to already existing 
g~fts: Bertha Boschwltz Leu bsdorf, M~ldred 
Thaler Cohen, Leona Feifer Chan~n and 
Mary Chanin, Dr. Reva Fine Hottrman, 
V~rginia Lev~tl Sn~tow, Dr. Ruth Goldstein I 
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instruction, and a modest stipend-to help 
them stay there. 

During the next two decades, SEEK was 
to be rocked by several major storms-in 
the early years, allegations of rnlsI?Ianag@+ 
ment; later, the trauma of New York City's 
fkcaf crisis; and most recently, the less vki- 
ble threat of absorption into CUNY's regular 
remedial and support programs. 

But it has weathered all of them, and to- 
day, with about 10,000 students enrolled 
Unrvetstty-wide, the program has never 
been more secure. Nowhere rs it more 

~eyntrauh Helene Goldfarb, Dr. PhylI~s 
Caroff, Judge Dorothea Donaldson, Lester 
del Rey, Dlana Mcllvarne, AT&T, R. H. Macy 
Company, and two anonymous donors. 

In additlon to these large glfts, smaller 
gifts were made to the Playhouse Carn- 
paign, whlch many donorssupported by 
naming a Playhouse seat for $1,000, 

you are interested In more information 
about the Special Gifts Campaign or In nam- 
ing a seat In the Playhouse, please contact 
Pauline Chapman, D~recbr of the Specral 
Gifts Carnpalgn, (212) 772-4068. 

v~gorous than at Hunter, where an experi- 
enced staff of 51 ~nstructors and counselors 
work darly (~ncluding many periods when 
the College rs not in regular sess~on) wrth 
Hunter's 1,760 SEEK part~c~pants. 

Andrew Rablnson, who has headed the 
department of academic skills (Hunter's 
name for ~ts SEEK program) slnce 1981, at- 
tr~ butes the strength of SEEK at Hunter to- 
day to the "'tremendous support grven the 
program by the central adm~nlstration:' In- 
cludlng president Shalala and provost 
Tifden LeMelle, who headed SEEK for 
several years in the 1970s. (A symbol of this 
suppofl, an observer pornts out, is the prime 
space SEEK occuples in one of the Col- 
lege's dramatlc towers.) 

Another reason-not foreseen by most of 
those who were around at the program's 

(Contfnued on page 6) 



New Session 
Brings Changes 
In Legislature 

The leadersh~p of the Assembly of the State 
kglslature, which determines fundlng for 
Hunter andTheC~ty Un~versity of New York, 
has changed this year due to the retirement 
of Assembly Speaker Stanley Flnk. 

Brooklyn Assemblyman Melvin M~ller 1s 
the new Speaker, and Assemblyman Ed- 
ward C. Sulltvan of Manhattan has replaced 
Mark Alan Siegel, also of Manhattan, as 
char of the Hlgher Education Commrtlee. 

An interview with Mark Alan Sregel, who 
represents Hunter's district and whose sup- 
port of educar~onal initlarives has been 
lnstrumenta! for Hunter and CUNY, will be 
carried In the next issue of At Hunter. sched- 1 uled for publication this June President Shalsla shows Assemblyman Edward C Sullivan fhe library's computer terminals 

during a four of Hunter3 main campus. i 
First Lecture 
In Annual Series 
Now In Print 
"Storm Overthe Supreme Court," last year's 
Albert H. Elumenthal Memorial Lecture In 
the department of pohtcal science, dellv- 
ered on February 13, 1986 by Archlbald 
Cox, 1s now available in pnnt. 

Cox, professor emeritus at Harvard Law 
School and currentchalr of Common Cause, 
writes about thecourt" history of controver- 
sy and the issue of Constitut~onal "'intent:' 
Past Solic~tor General of the United States 
durrng the Kennedy and Johnson Adrnin- 
~stratlons, Cox directed the Watergate 
Special Prosecution Force In 1973 and has 
published widely on issues of American 
Constltutlonal law and the Supreme Court. 
f he Albert H. Biumenthal Memorial Lec- 

tures, given each year at Hunter, are open to 
the publrc without charge and are made 
posslble by the frlends and famlly of Albert 
H. Elumenthal. 

For a copy of "Storm Over the Supreme 
Court:' wr~te to Pat Falk, Director of Com- 
munrty Relations, Box 373, Hunter College, 
695 Park Ave , NYC, NY 10021 

SEEK 
(Continued from page 1) 

genesrs-has been the emergence of a 
unlque rdentrty and espnt de corps among 
the faculty. For example, SEEK" wrltlng In- 
structors, Robinson says, "see themselves 
as developmental educators, rather than as 
l~terature spec~allsts teachlng developmen- 
tal courses " 

Thts IS a radical departure from the earlier 
Image of the remedral ~nstructor as a resent- 
lul research scholar, displaced from his or 
her traditional acadernrc dlsclpline h a u s e  
of falling enrollments It also accounts, 
Roblnson believes, for the high quality and 
energy of remedlal lnstructron in Hunter's 
SEEK program. Most of the faculty are 
members of a national or local professional 
associat~on, and are actively engaged in 
developmental education research. Several 
-under a program Rablnson hopes to rn- 
rtiate soon, funds permitting-will be enroll- 
ing next fall in the natlon's only doetoral 
program In developmental education, at 
Grambling State tlnlvers~ty in Louisiana. 
Others are already enr~lled in local doctoral 
programs. 

Hunter's program has also won recogni- 
ttan beyond the CoHege, On March 6, in 
New Orleans, Robinson recerved the Out- 

standing Program Award from the National 
Association for Developmental Educatmn, 
thefield's highest honor. 

The picture 1s not uniformly rosy. Perhaps 
the most persistent problem tsthe hlgh 
drop-out rate among SEEK students- 
reflect1 ng both the heavy economic and 
famlly burdens many of them carry, and the 
arduousness of the path to a degree for 
students whose first year or more of colfegs 
must be spent in remedial instruction, most 
of which earns no academic credlt. Rob~n- 
son is also concerned about the College's 
inabilrty to track what has happened to 
those students who dropped out and to set 
In rnotron programs to "reclatm" some of 
those students whose academlc or other 
problems mlght be solved. 

Unresolved challenges aside, SEEK has 
certainly vindicated the faith of itsearly sup- 
porters. As Julius C.C. Edelsfein, CUNYts 
former vice-chancellor for urban affairs and 
an architect of SEEK back in the 1960s, says 
today: "SEEK takes students who are at 
greatest risk and introduces them to the 
world of education. Those who graduate do 
better than any others of their background 
who chose any other career path. Even 
those who do not complete the course find 
thelr Irves-and those of thelr children- 
changed forever" 
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