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THE DIAM ON D JUBILE E O F 
HUNTER COLLEGE 
By E. AD E L AID E H A H N 

Hunter 's Diamond Jubilee opened on the 
birthday of the Great Liberator, an appro­
priate date f or an institution that is fr ee in 
every sense of the word-free in that the 
studeuts equipped to avail themselves of its 
op portunities may do so without charge, 
which is of the ve ry essence of democracy ; 
free in its conduct of business and free in the 
p ursuit of truth, 'Nhich is of the very essence 
Of schola rship; and dedicated to that type of 
training which has ever been deemed the 
suitable one for free men and women, a lib­
eral education. 

The opening was in the form of a radio 
address by President George N . Shuster over 
Station WNY C, " Seventy-five Years of 
Hunter College Students". The Pres ident 
described the t ype of g irl that Hunter Col­
lege trains, and the t ype of training that it 
gives her. Sympathetic understanding of the 
student bony, and an unswerving determina­
tion to give them of the best, characterized 
his speech, which could not but make the 
Hunteritcs in his unseen audience proud to 
be so ably and so nobly represented . 

This address, on the eve of the celebration 
proper, opened a week of festivities . The 
seventy-five-year-old College proper-facul­
ty, students , alumnae-had its big two days 
on Tuesday, F ebrua ry 13th, and W ednesday, 
F ebruary 14th ( the day itself ) ; the Elemen­
tary School, founded soon a fter the College, 
celebrated on Thursday, and the Hig h School, 
youngest of the three, on Friday ; the Alum­
nae had a Jubilee T ea for their members on 
Saturday, and a Jubilee Canteen for the 
armed for ces on Sunday. Meanwhile, the 
Hunter Chapter of Phi Beta Kappa had its 
own special Silver Anniversa ry Celebration 
on Thursday. All these events are chron­
icled below. 

OP EN I NG OF THE LIBRARY EXHIBIT 

As at its Golden Jubilee, so at its Diamond 
Jubilee, the City's g reat public college for 
women was honored by an exhibit at the 
City's g reat public library. This exhibit, 
consisting of p ictures, documents, books, and 
p ersonal mementos of various kinds, mainly 
connected with Thomas Hunter, shared the 
honors with another of equal interest , which 
showed graphically the absurdity of discrimi­
nations based on the fallacious notion of 

race". Could fin er p artner be found for 
our own institution which has always been 
happily free fr om any tai nt of discrimina­
tion? 

The official opening of the exhibit, on Tues­
day, February 13th, was in the form of a 
program that began promptly at 10 :30 A. M., 

with P rcsident S huster as chairman . In th,e 
a bsence, due to illness, of the Director, 
F ra nklin F . Hopper, the Library was offi cial­
ly rep resented by Mr . P aul North Rice, 
Chief of its Reference D ep a rtment, who 
greeted the a udience on behalf of his insti­
tution . The Boa rd of Higher Education was 
represented by its Chairman, Dr. Ordway 
T ead, who urged that "new times demand 
new measu res . and new men" ; and the Asso­
ciat e Alumnae by ;ts President, Dr. Ruth 
L ewinson; who outlined the interes ts and vo­
cations of our graduates, including various 
prcfess ions, motherhood, and war work. rhe. 
students had a pa rt in the program through 
the melodiol1s singing of Ruth Kleinman, ac­
companied by Ruth Pressburg. 

The City of New York had as its repre­
sentative its Chief Magistrate, M ayor Fiorel­
lo H. L aGuardia, who delive red a dynamic 
sp eech. H e urged that in our studies we must 
not forget the past; we must study it in or­
der to keep what it had of good, t o avoid its 
mis t akes, and thus to use it as a g uide in 
cha rting the future. Subj ects should not be 
eliminated or discarded because diffi cult. 
"And H OW," he said solemnly, " I am going 
to shock some educators ; I know of no better 
exercise for the mind than mathematics or 
one of the dead languages ." To judge by its 
applause, the audience was not deeply 
shocked. 

In conclusion, the Mayor declared that he 
was proud of Hunter and of his own part in 
the improvements of the las t t en years. H e 
explained that he waS not refe rring to the 
new building, but to the fact that the Col­
lege had been given a new soul, new life­
and Dr. Shuster. And the a udience showed 
by its prolonged applause that it shared this 
p~ide . 

OP E NIN G OF TH E COLLE GE E XHIBIT 

A goodly audience of which a large part 
had hastened up from the Forty-second Street 
Library for the purpose, filled the Hunter 
Playhouse- alias the Auditorium-for the 
official opening, at 12 :30 on F ebruary 13th, 
of the Hunter College Exhibit, "As W e W ere 
ancl As We Are". 

After the singing of the N ational Anthem, 
President Shuster, who pres ided, read from 
the Scriptures, and then presented the hero­
ine of the occasion, Professor Edna W ells 
Luetz of the Art D epartment, who, as Chair­
man of the Brochure and Exhibit Commit­
t ee, and with notable assist ance from Mrs. 
Alva Critchley Cooper, Secret ary of the same 
D epartment, had spent many weary hours 
on " the double shift" that the Exhibit might 
achieve the artistic beauty and f ascinating 
interest which all have found in it. Profes­
so r Luetz, "covered", as she put it herself, 
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H ere is the promised Special Jubilee Num­
ber . Othcr material has been kept at a 
minimum; the overflow will appear next 
~nonth. 

It is good to look back-back not only at 
our wonderful week in F ebruary, but at the 
glorious three-quarters of a century that cul­
minated in our Diamond Jubilee. Hunter 
has a r ecord of service and achievement of 
which we may all be truly proud. 

·But it is good to look forward too. Turn 
the page, and sce our indefatigable Presi­
dent's stimulating plans for further growth, 
and announcements of interesting events that 
are to come. Hunter does not rest upon her 
laurels. "To-morrow to fresh woods, and 
pastures new." 

PHI BETA KAPPA JUBILEE 
The Hunter College Clulpter of Phi Beta 

Kappa, installed in February 1920, celebrat­
ed its Twenty-fifth Annive rsary on Thurs- . 
day evening, February 15th. 

About 200 members and guests gathered 
in the Faculty Commons at six for a dinner 
characterized by a pleasant atmosphere of 
festive good will. At the close of the din­
ner, the Chapter President, Professo r E. 
Adelaide Hahn, Chairman of the Classics 
D epartment, called on the guests of honor, 
each of whom gave a brief greeting. They 
included the Presidents of the College and 

·of the Alumnae (Dr. Shuster is an Honorary 
Member, and Dr. Lewinson an Alumna 
Member, of the Chapter); representatives 
of the United Chapters of Phi Beta Kappa, 
of the Phi Beta Kappa Alumnae in New 
York, and of the City College and Columbia 
Chapters; also three of the Hunter Chapter's 
twelve Charter Members, Professor Emeri­
tus Edgar Dawson, former Chairman of the 
Hunter College History Department, Pro­
fessor Emeritus Luise Haessler, former 
Chairman of the Brooklyn College German 
D epartment, and Professor Philip R. V. 
Curoe; Chairman of the Hunter College Ed­
ucation D epartment. Four of the original 
group of seven Hunter Alumnae initiated in 
1920 were present: Mrs . Evangeline Moon 
Brown, formerly of the Geology Depart­
ment; Professor Olive M erritt Cross of the 
Biology Department; D ean Hannah M. 
Egan; and Professor Hahn. After present­
ing the Charter Members and her fellow· 

Alumnae Members as representing the past 
of the Chapter, Professor Hahn presented 
the Members-in-Course from the Classes of 
September '44 and F ebruary and June '45 
as representing its present, and the seven 
ranking students of '46 and' 47 as represent­
ing its future; all these young women w re 
in attendance as guests of the Chapter. 

The initiation of the newly elected Mem­
bers-in-Course into N u Chapter follow ed the 
Silver Anniversary dinner. In warm and 
felicitous words Professor Hahn welcomed 
the initiates and their parents and fri ends 
who had gathered in the Auditorium of the 
College for the ceremony. 

Under the direction of Mr. Vincent Aita 
five stude!1ts of the College, Ethel Haas, Bess 
Meyerson, Felicia Presser, Marcia Newkrieg, 
and Muriel Bloom, played Handel's Sonata 
in G Major, op. 5, No.4. The quiet charm 
of the music was bea utifully conceived and 
expressed. 

The orator of these Silver Anniversary ex­
e rcises was Prof':!ssor Thomas Ollive Mab­
bott of the English Department of the Col­
lege, who chose for his address the topic 
"The Centenary of 'The Raven': the H ar­
mony of Art and Science". Professor Mab­
bott spoke first of the evidence extant of the 
date of composition of this famous poem, 
and of its first appearances in print on J an­
lIary 29 and February 1, 1845. Commenting 
on the works Poe had read upon which he 
may have drawn for occasional phrase or 
metrical form, Professor Mabbott made clear 
that Poe was trying to write a poem that 
would satisfy the taste of the highly culti­
vated and the simple man. Poe himself said 
that he wrote the poem to see how close to 
the ridiculous he could come and still achieve 
an effect of the sublime. Some eight ver­
sions of the poem are extant; various alte ra­
tions by Poe appear. The version of "The 
Raven" popularly known is of the year 1849; 
Poe's essay, The Philosophy of Composit'ion, 
gives details of the whole composition of the 
poem. 

Professor Mabbott pointed out that poetry 
Rnd science both require observation, care, 
examination, labor, and imagination; he em­
phasized their identity in the whole of Poe's 
creative process , both in fiction and in poetry. 
Concluding his illuminating address, Profes­
sor Mabbott paid tribute to Poe's high, un­
swerving standards both of art and of moral­
ity in all that he composed throughout his 
difficult life. 

Following this address, Professor Hahn 
conducted the traditional initiation ceremony. 
Twelve students had been elected as Junior 
members in a corps; forty-nine as Senior 
members: all but four were present to voice 
their pledge to cherish the ideals of Pbi Beta 
Kappa. 

Organ music for both the processional and 
the recessional of faculty and student mem­
bers of the Society was provided by Dr. 
Anastasia Van Burkalow of the College. 

ANNA M. TRfNSEY. 


