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MRS. SAMUEL ABRAMS 

OUR ALUMNI ASSOCIATION 
For eighty-five years our Alumni Associa

tion has been engaged in good works for the 
benefit of the College and the c.ommunity. 
Through all these decades the Association has 
undertaken 'a wide variety of activities to sup· 
ply the funds and services needed by the Col
lege to supplement its educational program. 
The City has not always been able to supply 
all the necessary funds, the necessary services. 

A backward glance at the history of our 
Association will reveal some of the many ac
tivities undertaken so successfully in the past. 
We may indeed take pride in the record of the 
Alumni Association's achievement, as we take 
pride in the careers of our graduates. 

The idea of kindergarten education is a 
commonplace today, but it was a group of 
graduates of our College who organized the 
first free kindergarten in this City. The estab
lishment of kindergarten classes in the City 
public schools-just 58 years ag(}-was a di
rect result of the efforts of our graduates. 

One of the largest settlements in the City
Lenox Hill-was originally organized, as I 
am certain most Hunterites will remember, by 
a group of College Alumni, as was the Alice 
Rich Northrop Memorial Camp, which con
tinues to provide a country vacation annually 
for about 80 children. 

Early in the history of the College our Asso
ciate Alumnae founded the College Library 
and provided support .regularly. Funds were 
later allowed by the City for the Library, but 
many gifts have been made to the Library ' 
from time to time by Alumni groups which 
have filled vital needs. 

The Bureau of Occupations, as it was called 
in its early days, was established and main
tained for a number of years entirely by our 
Associate Alumnae. It was this office which 
secured part-time employment for undergrad-
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DR. GEORGE N. SHUSTER 

OUR COLLEGE 
Hunter College has become a renowned in· 

stitution, from some points of view almost 
breath-takingly so. This is certainly not due to 
neon lights put up around it by public rela
tions experts, for we have always had too 
little of that kind of help. What accounts for 
it? We have not won major football games, 
nor have we worn an aura of social glamor. 
Perhaps the presence on the Bronx Campus 
for some years first of the Waves and then of 
the United Nations Security Council meant a 
little in terms of vicarious advertising of our 
existence, but certainly only a very little. 

The cornerstone of our reputation is the 
" brainy woman". This stone, as I have learned 
from a number of graduates, is sometimes 
bulkier than one might wish it to be. People 
in all parts of the country, and indeed of the 
world, think this a College harder to get into 
than most others and still more difficult to get 
out of again with a degree. It is curious that 
all our Sings, functions, dances, and club ac
tivities leave little or no dent on the public 
mind as compared with what the Hunter stu
dent presumably does in the classroom. On 
the other hand we do deserve to have that sort 
of cornerstone-more than those of us who 
teach often think. The number of our grad
uates who go on to university study, or receive 
fellowships and comparable awards, is sur
prisingly large. This achievement cannot be 
divorced from the scholarly activities of the 
Faculty. In many ,fields the total contribution 
is, for a college, genuinely remarkable. We 
are also able to recruit able and promising 
young scholars, so that the future seems' 
reasonably assured. 

Second, we may as well frankly admit that 
it helps to have a building on Park Avenue. 
When we first opened shop in what was the 
earliest example of the "glass house" in New 
York, some people looked upon us as raucous 
upstarts. I recall being told by the president 
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uates. The demands made upon the office grew 
to such proportions that the City finally pro· 
vided funds for the establishment of the pres
ent Placement Bureau. 

To mark the Fiftieth Birthday of the Col
lege, the Alumnae raised, in the '20's, a sum 
of $125,000 for an Alumnae Hall, a memorial 
to the founder and first President of the Col
lege, Dr. Thomas Hunter. Today the income 
from this fund helps to maintain Alumni 
headquarters at Roosevelt House. 

In 1949, the Alumnae embarked on a cam
paign to raise $250,000, the income of which 
was to be used for grants .to undergraduates 
in need of financial assistance. This is the most 
important piece of work which our Association 
is doing today. Over $100,000 has been col
lected, and more than 250 students have al
ready received Alumni aid. 

I have referred only to a few of our more 
important activities. Again, older Alumni will 
remember our Association's services to our 
country during both World Wars-and vari
ous other outstanding undertakings in the 
past. 

At the present we are engaged-among 
other activities-in preparing a record of all 
graduates of the College to date, in the hope 
that an Alumni Directory can be published in 
1960 to mark the 90th birthday of the College. 
The task of bringing up· to-date the names and 
addresses of all of our graduates is a tremen
dous one. We now have about 13,000 correct 
names and addresses. Our goal is the correct 
listing of all our 50,000 graduates. 

Our Alumni Association serves as a link 
between you and the College. This Association 
can be mutually beneficial. More and more, 
Colleges throughout the country are recogniz
ing the value of an active Alumni Association; 
and more and more, Alumni are recognizing 
the extent of the debt they owe their Alma 
Mater. 

In the last 10 years Alumni contributions 
throughout the country have multiplied ten
fold. Classes and Chapters and other Hunter 
Alumni groups have given generously in the 
past, but we too can undertake today to multi
ply our contributions to our College. Our 
effectiveness depends in great measure on our 
strength in numbers. I cannot urge too 
strongly that all of you who are not members 
join us, to the end that we may in some 
small measure repay the debt we owe Hunter. 

Working together we can build for the 
future; we can raise additional sums to main
tain larger Alumni Quarters, to increase our 
staff, to make grants to graduates as well as 
undergraduates for continued study, to pro
vide for various graduate and undergraduate 
needs. Continuing Alumni activities is evi
dence of the pride we should rightly take in 
being Hunterites. 

My good wishes to all who read these lines, 
and a hearty welcome to all graduates to our 
Alumni Association. 

FRANCES ROTH ABRAMS '22, President 


