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MIEETING OF THE SCHOOL 
NATURE LEAGUE 

On the evening of Februa ry nil th the 
School Nature Leagu e held its first publi c 
mee ting, M I"S. J oh l~ 1. No rth rop presid ing. 
The success of the 'event in interesting the 
public was indicated by the large attend
ance, which, in spite of the stormy night, 
fi lled the assembly hall of the Amer ican 

.Museum of Na tural History. Certain it 
seemed that the e six hunch'ed people ('ar
r i·e I away a strong rega rd for the value of 
nature tudy in the school curriculum and 
an enthusiasm for the work of th e League, 
whose sl gan i ' "A Nature Room in Every 
School." 

P re ident H enry Fairfield O sbon1 of the 
Mu seum opened the meeting with a brief 
exposition of the fundamental , value of an 
interest in , an 1 a knowl edge of, nature, 
and ·especially the wisd·om of introducing 
a child ea rly to its wonders. 

Mrs. Northrop th en sketched th e growth 
of the League from its beginning in the 
Natural Science Committee f our Alum
nae Association, w1, ic"h thi rty yea rs ago 
opened at th e coll ege th e first wild fl ower 
show ever held in New York City. Yea rs 
of ,ell1i-annual f lower shows f lI (/wed, 
augmente 1 by freq uen t distri bution '; o f 
na tur-e materi al for teachers in our publ ic 
schoc1s. ~o that the "nature" named in th e 
cour c of . tudy might be demonstrated by 
son'e bits. at least. of the objective realiti es . 
"\Vith in the past f·ew yea r several pCI'111 a-

. nen t shows or nature rooms h ave becn 
maintaineci by the League. notably one in 
th at c l1gesteci distri ct se rved by P . S. 75, 
at Norfolk amI IIest:er Streets ; also those 
cheery corner fill ed with plants and bird s 
in the school for the deaf and cr ippled chi l
d ren. The r00111 in P . S. 18 at 121 !::ast 
5] st St reet is under the special auspices of 
the A lumnae of Hunter College. 

M rs. Northrop's lantern sli des attested 
the c1·eep delight the c'hildren of the world 
of bri ck buildings and ha rd pavement take 
in the woodsy appearance and th e fra
I!rance of the nature rooms, w'here they are 
free to ee, to touch, to smell , to exc:iaim, 
to ask questions. 

M r. Thornton Bu rgess , the well-kn own 
w riter f I' chi ldren, then ·expre sed hi 
llclief that na ture study is the most Im
J)C' rtant sub j·ect in the school curri culum . a 
it fllrn i ~h e practical knowledge and is of 
i"r ~at value in the development of th e ,-pir
it"al and moral character of th e child un
(le r the happiest au spice . 

TI'e next sncake r was Professf' l' T-T Wh 

T': nc1 lay o E the School of Agricultu r .. ~ of 

Columbia U niversity. He talked on ~he 
necessity of ed ucating ou r future c i tiz~n 
in wi e mea ures for conserving our :,at
ural re ources for all time, and emphasized 
th at tbe best way to do this is to inform our 
child,ren of the ways and powers of llatur-e 
o that they may u e their adult influence 

intelligently. 
T he 111·eeting was closed by the e~;hibi

tion by Mr. George H. Sherwood of the 
educational department of the M useum of 
most interesting bi ological film s, inclu(J ing 
moti on pictures of deep sea li f·e photo
g rapbed at the Mari ne Biological Labora
t ry at Naples. These were g reatly appre
ciated by th e audi·ence. 

T he cam paign f the Sc'hool Nature 
L eague to increase knowledge of its aims 
and accomplishments, and to enlarge its 
membership, is gathering 1110menh1l11. 
T eachers are invited to become teacher
members ancl the r eGipients of nature ma
t-~ ria l fo r their classes, on payment of ,lues, 
fi f ty cent a year, to lVfi s Jessie RG~en
feld , Treasurer, 119 vVest 87th Street. 
Othel's may bccol11'~ associate members, 
who pay no clues but agree to send l11 o!lth ly 
to the nature r00111 any suitable materi al. 
T he "gentl e pead er" is cordially invited to 
vi,'it any Tuesday or Thursday afternoon 
n ~ of th e nature rO'oms, where she will 

r e;-l li ze that even the simplest material , 
surh as a han dful of acorns, is full of de
lig:lt for the eaRer children wh o frequent 
the . e cha rming fairy places. 

D. S.-H . 

COLLEGE NOTES 
'] \:'e kginning of the new term at Col

lege was occupied by two events repre~;ent
ing unfini S'hecl busines of the p receding 
. eme tel'. 

O'ne of th~s'e w::ts the initiation into our 
Phi neta Kappa Chap ter of the new mem
bers elected from the class just g-rad uated. 
F ive members of the class of January '21 
wer-e deemed 1worthy of thi , one of the 
highest honors that can be bestowed unOl 
any stud ent ; they a re Lore B. Luks. Li llian 
l\IL J ohnson. D orothy "\ era Bern stein , Sa ra
li e F. Dorork. an d V i la I. Schmid . T he in
itiati on , wh ich was followed by a tea , took 
place 'on Febrllar ' se('on d. Th e time-hun
ored cel'emonv was ma ri e douhly impress
ive hy the fac t that all the facu lty members 
presf'nt \V re arademi c COstU111·:! . 
A I ~o as an aft~ rl11ath of the previoll s 

term 's acti ,itie Ca1l1e the annonn ce111ent 
that ,[,knter 's CCJltr ibuti n to the "eli e F 
fl1 nd for the l1 rof·es, or. ;-I nr1 t'1( len lo of 
Cent;'a l Europe. amounted t:) $1 ,ZOO. T hi s 


