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SPRING REUNION 
To celebrate this spring, a particu!larly 

joyous one for Hunte r College, almost seven 
hundred Alumnae gathered at the annual 
Spring Reunion on Saturday, May 13th, at 
the Hotel Astor's Belvedere Roof . 

TJlis season is marked by the " first blos
soming of the building for which we have 
hoped for years," said Mrs. Theodore E. 
Simis, Pres ident, in her g reeting. "B ut the 
iTon gi rd ers show ollly the fram ework ; they 
cannot represent the work behind the 
scenes," she continued, and fo1' th e efforts 
g iven un ceas ingly and untiringly by Pres i
dent Eugene A. Colligan, the Administrative 
·Committee for Hunter College, and the who:,e 
Board of Higher Education, tribute mus't be 
given, Mrs. Simis sa id. She made special 
mention of the outstanding record of earnest 
servi ce of the two Alumnae on the Board, 
Mrs . Emanuel van D ernoot and Dr. Ruth 
L ewinson. 

Mrs. Walte r S . Mack, Chairman of the 
Hunter College Administrative Committee of 
the Board of Hig her Education, expressed 
her hope of meeting more of the AlUIDl"lae to 
hear more of what they have to say about 
the kind of college they would like Hunter 
to be. She forecast a 1940 Spring Reunion 
in the new building. 

Dr. Colligan, whose fifth ann iversa ry as 
Presid ent of Hunter Col!,ege is being cele
brated this spring , asserted that " Loyalty 
plays a most prominent part in the Hunter 
College tradition" . H e noted that the two 
best loved songs, "The Ivy Leaf" and 
"Fame", both emphasize it. The College, the 
President continued, has commanded the 
pride and respect of the City of N ew York 
because it has as its student bodv the best 
in N ew York womanhood, and U;is student 
body has a lways r epresented a diversity of 
race, cr eed, color, and condition. 

Among the seven thousand girls of the 
College, Dr. Colligan cla imed, there is " di
versity of opinion, tremendous energy in the 
promotion of worthy causes, and evidence of 
a devotion to preparation for various ca reer s, 
es pecially careers of service" . There is tol
erance 01 points of vi ew in Hunter Coll ege, 
the Pres ident decla red , because the girls 
know that they are engaged in a sea rch for 
truth, for this must be the obj ective of a 
liberal education if the minds of human be
ings are to be free to grow, to produce, and 
to crea te for the benefit of society. 

In this day of extensive propaganda of 
all kinds, the President pointed out. we must 
be on guard against that type, " stealthil y 
creat ed and sedulously propagated, which 
seeks to divide peop:e who should be bound 
together by the close ties of human interest ; 
this propaganda sows suspicion and distress 

and promotes disorder. But minds trained to 
suspend judgment until truth can be ascer
tained will be able to analyze propaganda 
and thus prevent disunity, prevent injustice, 
and promote that application to the more 
ab und ant life about which so many people 
talk so much and do so littl e." The seven 
thousand students of the College, living --in 
a daily peace fu ~ relationship, Dr. Colligan 
concluded; are, despite their great diversity 
of opinion, of race, creed, color, and condi
tion, bound together by one common bonq
" the lovely lea f of loyalty" . 

Miss Millicent Baum, Education Secre
tary to Mayor L a Guardia , told the Alumnae 
that whatever she has been ab le to do in be
half of Hunter College .. she has done with 
p,easure, for tllf' sake of the fu'ture gradu
ates, the past graduates, and the City of 
N ew York. Speaking as a member of the 
Class of ' 78, she asserted that she knew 
that all Alumnae would continue their loy
a!ty to the end. 

A thoroughly enjoyable musical program 
was presented. It included a group of songs 
by th e Alumnae Choir, under the direction 
of Mr. Anders Emile of the Music D epart
ment; the selections were Madrigal Number 
5, The Trium.phs of Oriana, by Bennet, and 
Mr. Emile's Spring Song, dedicated to the 
A~'Umnae and, sun,/!: for the first time in pub
lic. Miss Elizabeth MacCracken , ' 39, sang 
a solo, I Passed by Your Window, by Brahe. 
Miss Evelyn Ottoson, ' 38, was the accom
panist. 

Master Robert Emile, Mr. Emile's eleven
year-old son, played two violin solos, his 
fath er 's compos ition, Northland, and the first 
movement of de Beriot's Concerto No.7; 
these were performed as an anniversa ry trib
ute to Dr. Colligan. Robert's sister, Miss 
Thelma Emile, who had been Robert' s ac
companist, played as her anniversa ry trib
ute to D ean Hannah M. Egan, Franz Liszt's 
Waldesrallchen and the Walt z in E Jlinor 
by Chopin. The audience was very apprc
cia tive of the offe rings of these talented 
young musicians, 

A g roup of undergraduates, under the di
r ection of Mrs. Eugenie S. Goldberg of the 
D epa rtment of Physical Education, illus
trated the Dance, Old and N ew. Vietol'ia 
Kahn showed Sprinq Morning to music com
posed by Miss Sa.rah M alament ; Celia 
Lazarowitz da.nced to Va.riations on a Theme 
by D ebussy; and the spirited J arabe, a Mex
ican folk dance, was perf o Tf.:Jcd uy the "Misses 
Bella Abramowitz, Emma Berkowitz, Mar
g'uerite Mochel , and Charlotte Sturt?. Miss 
Sarah M alament accom pani,;d I he dancers. 

A delicious tea was se rved, and the AlulD
nae en joyed the usual round of visiting with 
old friends. This delightful afternoon was 



INAE NEWS s 
LUNCHEON TO 

PROFESSOR WILLIAMS 
Professor Blanche Colton Williams was 

honored 011 the thirteen th anniversary of her 
appointment as H ead of th e English De
partment at Hunter College on Saturday, 
May 20, by a !uncheon givcn by the mem
be rs of her department in the White and 
Gold Room of the Hotel Plaza. 

Professo r Williams has announced her 
plans to retire from academic life soon, af
te r t eaching English at Hunter College since 
1910. She expects to travel and to write. 

A tribute prepared and read by Professor 
Joseph J. Reilly was deli vered just before 
the presentation of a wrist-watch set with 
diamonds : 

"To the Hall of Fame of Hunter College 
I nominate Blanche Colton Williams, for . 29 
years a member of the English staff, and 
named 13 years ago . H ead of the D epart
ment. Nationally acknowledged an authori
ty in fi elds as unakin as Old English and 
the contemporary short story, she has added 
to her laurels by becoming the for emost 
American authority on G eorge E liot. 

" Though not a mathematician, she has 
demonstrated that ON E can equal FOUR, 
for she is distinguished as a scholar, a teach
er, an administrator, and a personality. 

"With feminine charm she combines mas
culine direetness of thought and speech; in 
her blue eyes one reads love of life, of hu
mani,ty, and laughter . 

"To the cold reserve of the North she 
brought the sunny buoyancy of the South. 

"To a vocation whose chief peril is a nar
rowing of interests she p roves that to see 
life steadily and to see it whole one must 
not withdraw to an ivory tower. Of Provin
cialism in all its forms she has been the foe, 
and of 'a ll ,things lovely and of good report' 
the friend. 

"I n te rms of achievement, she is the all
time Ace of the Hunter College faculty; in 
t e rms of the mind she is at the zenith of her 
powers; in t e rms of the heart she still stands 
upon the golden threshold of Youth; in t erms 
of years-those we love are never any age. 

"It is beca use all these things are true 
that we are gathered here to-day to r ejoice, 
Dr. Williams, in your g lorious ca reer and to 
present to you this g ift. 'Time marches on', 
but beyond his muffled and inexorable way 
our affection shall ab ide untouched. " 

KATHERIN E MOLINOFF, 

Journalism Office. 


