
THE ALUMNlE NEWS 
Publi shed Monthly by the Associate Alumnae of HUlltc r College of the Ci ty of )l ew York 

E"tered as .econd class matte .. , J ~ U5, at lhe posl-oflice at :>icw J(" ollcllc ,""Ie .. the ,\ cl or ~J a .. cll 'I. 1879. 

VOL. XLI ~EW ROCHELLE, ~. Y. , J U ~J~-J ULY, 1986 No. 6 

A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
B efore we sepa rate for thc summer, I must 

express my appreciation for the support 
which yo u have so constantly given me dur­
ing the past year. To those of you who by 
you r vote have again placed me in the high 
office of President, I offer my thanks ; and 
p ledge my bes t efforts for the future. 

Our work during the summer must be to 
g.a in public suplJort for our goal-a n eTI! 
Hun te7' Colleg e on th e site of _the old build­
ing! 

To this end , the Central Committee, com­
posed of r epresenta tives of the S taff, Stu­
dent . Council, High School, Model School, 
Pa rent-Teachers Association, Bus'iness In­
terests, and the Associate Alumnae of 'H unt­
er College, appea red before the Board of 
Trustees, and before the Board of Higher 
Educa tion at its annua l meeting. As Chair-

, man of this Committee it was my privilege 
to speak. We thanked the Board Members 
fo r their inte rest a nd coo pera tion, expressed 
the hope for their continued cons ideration of 
ou r needs, and presented to them the salient 
points in favor of a new Hunter College at 
68th St. and Park Ave. 

And now we a re ready to make· contacts 
with every civic organization, eve ry club, 
every individual that will li sten to our plea. 
That is your work, and if you will let me 
know where you can be of help, I shall be 
g rateful. 

Have a happy summer, b ut do not forget 
to work for Hunter and the Associate Alum­
nae. My thoughts go with you. 

IR ENE BRANDON GHAF'I', 

Pres ident. 

ALu~rN AE H ALL 
The Hunter Alumnae Hal! Committee all­

noun ces the closing of the Rooms for the 
summer on June 27th. They will reopen on 
Tuesday, September 8th. 

ESTIH: n G. VALET, 

Chairman. 

CALENDAR, 1936-1937 
\Ved ., Nov. 4-0fficers and Directors 
W ed., Nov. II-Executive Council 
Wed., N ov. 25-Alumnae Day 
'Ved., Jan. 6-0fficers and Directors 
'Ved., Jan. 13-Executive Council 
W ed., Jan. 27- Commencement D ay 
F ebruary - Alumnae Breakfast 
Wed., Feb. 17-Birthday Cdebration 
W ed., Mar. 3-0fficers and Directors 
W ed ., Mar. 10-Executive Coun cil 
W ed.; May 5-0fficers and Directors 
Wed., May 12-Executive Council 
Sat. , May I S-Spring Reun ion , Election 
Wed., June 16-Commencement Day. 

THE ' SPRIK G REU~IO)I 
The keynote of the annua l reunion is in­

f orm ali ty, said Mrs. L eslie G raff, Presi­
d ent of the Associate Alumnae, in her brief 
word of welcome a t the meeting held in the 
Hotel Astor on Saturday, May s ixteenth . 
Mrs . Graff sounded the theme of the a ft er­
noon's discussion in the words, " ' Ve mll st 
h ave a lIew college building, and we want 
that building rig ht where Hunter College 
hus stood fo r s ix ty-s ix years." 

P'r esident E ugene A. Colligan bcgan !Jis, 
the pr incipal add ress of the a ftcrnoon, by 
r epeating the belief of Harvard's famed Dr. 
:Eliot that we can measu re best the advance 
in the civiliza tioll of 11 nation by the way i t 
treats its womer •. 

" Hunter College," he continued , " presents 
the picture of genius study ing in a ga rret. " 
There a re 7,039 College students, 2,2 .50 High 
School students, and 705 Model School stu­
d ents, in six diffe rent centers . 

The President believes that the Bronx 
buildings can best be used to house a junior 
college, and that _the land at Sixty-eig hth 
Street should be used for the creation of an 
environment in which gi rls llIay work; for if 
one were to cap italize the present rental 
charges for buildings at four per cent. , the 
r esult would be sufficient to provide a r eal 
edifice in Manhattan. Such a center. he 
thinks, would satisfy the demands of all 
boroughs and districts because of the excel­
lent transportati lln facilities. 

T 'he present curriculum, Dr. Colligan sa id, 
seeks to prepare our g irls for the many op­
portunities which awa it them in work other 
than teaching. " W e must rela te our girls 
to this heritage which is theirs-the city of 
New York," he averrerl. "From every prac­
tica l, sentimental, and finan cial point of 
view, the future of Hunter College is based 
on its stay ing ill Manhattan," 

Dr. Ruth Lewinson, senior in e rvice on 
the Board of Trustees, made a plea for the 
cooperation of a ll alumnae in this crisis, and 
d escribed the pli~ht of the Model School aud 
the High School, with which she is particu­
la rly familiar by reason of her membership 
on the sub-committee to house these units. 
The speaker outlined the problems facing the 
sub-committee to secure buildings for the 
College. She asked aga in that all alumnae 

'work together under the able leadership of 
our officers and committees , s ince or~anized 
effort is so much more effective than tlle at­
tempts of sUlall groups. 

" Hunter College's desire for a new build­
ing is not selfi sh, but civic," asserted Mr. 
.M eyer Bloomfield . H e rem inded those pres­
ent that t en buildings miles away are not so 
significant as a ('enter in the cultural heart 
of the city. 
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As all roads led to ROHle, so no matter 
where we may roam for the summer wc shall 
•. tll plan to a rrive at the same goa l, a 'worthy 
hu ilding to OCC llPY the present s ite. All wc 
Il eed to achieve the desired res ult is a n en­
lightened public opinion. Gnrs is the privi­
Jege to carry the torch. 

LENOX HILL SETTLEMENT 
A re you interes ted in Lenox Hill? 
Are you willing to rely upon outsidcrs to 

carryon our work? 
.or do yo u want Hunte!' to continue its 

own job? 
If so, a r e you willing to do your part, 

,even t o stretcllthe part you have been doing? 
And if you have not st arted doing it, are 

yo u ready to st art now? 
, H ere is how to do it;-

Making contributions, preferably annual 
,donations. 

Assisting Juring the lunch hour at the 
X eighborhood House, 

Advising how to augment our income. 
Procuring one new member . 
Arranging card parties or other means of 

ollecting' funds during the summer. 
And finally, adding to our Endowment 

Fund by placing on our H onor Roll, now at 
the Settlement House, the Harne of a beloved 
one whom you wish to honor, or whose mem­
o ry you wish t t? perpetuate. 

Will you please do one of these things? 
..If so, which, oIJe ? 

NETTIE M. WElL, Chairman, 
48 East 83rd Street. 

EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
At the Council's meeting on May 13, vari­

D US officers and chairmen presented reports , 
'which, as they will be printed in tIl e Biennia l 
Report to appear next fall, need not be sllm-
marized here. , 
. The Council planned with enthusiasm to 
join in the drive for New Buildings on the 
Old Site. 

Adjournment was in memory of President 
Emeritus Kieran. E. A. H. 

On April 25th, 1936, the rich, useful, and 
happy career of our beloved Prcsident Emer­
itus James M. Kieran was terminated by 
death. We who have had the privilege and 
joy of knowing Dr. Kieran as t eacher, as 
administrator, and as friend, rea lize that a 
g reat man has passed from our midst. ' 

The thous'ands of t eachers whom Dr. 
Kieran prepared fOl: the city schools in his 
twenty-tive years as H ead of the Depart­
ment of Education at Hunter College, will 
long remember his sane and human philoso­
phy of education. His insig ht into the young 
mind, his gen uine respect for immature but 
developing intellects, and his encouraging 
sympathy' with all sincere intellectual en­
deavor were an inspira tion. Perhaps this 
was partly because he was alwuys primarily 
a student himself; even in his r etirement he 
studied more than he wrote. It was also be­
cause he believed in teaching students- not 
subj ects-and had a horror of ve rba l as dis­
tinct from real app rehens ions. Noone co uld 
eve r "bluff" nr. Kieran-or wanted to; his 
respect for yo u and for the truth were too 
disarming. 

It was this devotion to the truth tha t made 
him so impatient with any sort of indiffer­
entism or opportunism. H e had the wis­
dom to know his major premises; his was a 
r easoned a nd well integrated philosophy of 
lite. H e had the power to see the applica­
tion of hi s principles to the most compli­
cated situations in life. H e had the courage 
to realize the application in action against 
odds , that earned him the name of "Fight­
ing Jimmie". The fight was always on the 
application of some principle of individual 
or social justice. It was his deep conviction 
of the student's right to the best education 
available that led to the extensive curricu­
lum changes, the h ,igh teaching st andards, 
and the large building program. It was his 
deep convicition of the teacher 's right to pro­
fess ional standing that led to his , fight for 
protective legislation on the matter of sal­
aries, t enure, and p ension. 

For his integrity, hi s vision, and hi s cour­
age, we admired and respected him, but we 
loved him for his humanity and his charity. 
H e saw the best in hi s fellow men and trust­
ed and loved them with the s implicity and 
directness of his nature. By attributing high 
motives he inspired high idea ls, and by sym­
pathetic understanding he discounted fail­
ures as " ti!lles out". 

He was not only a good fri end, but also a 
delightful companion to young and old. His 
wit was lively, but always kindly; and his 
mellow geniality was' the natural expression 
of his innate friendliness. 

No one enjoyed a good story more or could 
tell one better, How often he has said in 
chapel, "Well, girls, I'm not going to, deliyer 
a lecture. I'll just t ell you a good story." 

His life was like that-not a lecture, but 
a good story, well told-and too soon ended. 
But we shall hold it in preciolls memory. 

HANNAH M. EGAN. 


