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BlUNTER COLLEGE- A VISION 
FULFILLED. 

O n Feb. 14th , I D20, Hunter College of 
the City of New Y ork is to celeb rate it~ 

fift ieth annive rsary.-
,Pc;rhaps n othing could m ore perfectly 

typify the growth of that institution, than 
the changes that can be noted in th e con

.d ition o f the locality where the Coll ege 
stands. 

Extracts f rom the dia ry of the fa ther of 
one of the Professors in the ollege, whose 
home, in the sixties, was on the co rne r of 
79 th St. and F if th Ave., sta te:-

"I could not go to Sam Gee ry' to-night 
becau, e my lante rn was broken," 

" Sam and I a ttended unclay School. and 
played tr icks on the ne \\' farmer on th e 
\\'ay home," The prayer bo k of th e 
\nite r o f th e diary bea rs this in sc ripti on 
on the Ay-Ieaf :-" St. James Church. G8th 
St. nea r a rcl Ave. R oad: ' 

" vV e intended to go do,Y n town to se rv
ice. but mi ssed the s tage," 

.. [ \,'en t down town with fath er, \ Ve 
were late because two people were not 
ready when tlie stage d r iver blew hi s horn. 
and ,,'e had to wait. One gentl eman sa id 
he cli d not ea t a ll hi br<!akfa st, I e atl se 
he di d not want to make ti S a ll wa it too 
long, ., 

"1 ,,'ent dO\\"11 to shop w ith mother, 
Coming honie it snowed , and a ll the gen
tl emen got Oll t and pushee! t he stage ut> 
th c' hi ll at (j .3 th . t." 

, \ n el now,-thin k of th e Lenox fIill of 
th e present. a nc! yon wi ll apprecia te th e 
dcvclopmcnt of th e old "1\orm al oll ege " 
I)f I ( ; 0 in to the (' Hunter o ll e!{e " of to-d a,v, 

,\ way back in the early Ii ft ies, whe 1 
Thomrts Hunter was made Principa l o f 
X o, ;)5. he began a search f r superio r 
,,' 0 111 n teache rs, He soon di scove red how 
\"C ry li mited ,,'as th e educa ti on they th em
sc l vc~ hat! rcce i,'ed. and bLgan to CJues
lion ill hi .. 0\\"11 mind ,\"h y the girls o f thi s 
grertt city shoul d not have th e advantage 
o f a coll ege education th e same as th e 
hny~ \,'erc rece iving in th e I· ree ,\ cadcl11\' . 
lat c r the College f the Cit), of :-.re I\" York, 

F rom thi s que .. ti oning he conld not r e~t, 
un ti l he had persuaded others of ib 
righreotl sne, so , uce ssfu lly tha t " :\l ayOl" 
II rt 1l'. '\'\\' elve ,\ pos tl ,," to k the n ece~
~an' ~ l e p s "to secll re ,,'ay s and means t l) 
fli llnd :1 11 in ~ tit llt' i( n f or th ee!lI c:1t ill ll of 

g irls, worthy' of thi s A meri can metropoli s." 

T hus in 186 a the No rmalj and H igh 
School, wh ich name a year later the Leg
isla ture changed to "Normal College o f 
the City of N ew Y ork," was definitely de
cided upon. By-laws fo r its gove rnment 
were pa s, e ], and T homas H unter was 
chosen as it President. while Lydia F. 
\ t\Ta dleigh , who came from old Twelfth 
Street School w ith 300 supplementary stu
dents, was appoin ted Lady S upe rintfind
en t. 

A 11 00 1' and a l; a l f on the south -ea t co r
ne r of Broad way and F ttrth St reet we re 
hired for ' temporary quarte rs, and here- a 
carriage sales room below, a n a rmo ry above, 
a restau rant on the ea t, and a horrid din 
of omni bll ses rolling inces antly ove r the 
Ile lg ian pa ,'e l11 ent n the lI'est-:\T ormal 
Coll ege had its birth! 

,\ hy-la IV was passed by the Board of 
E ducati on aboli shing upplementa ry clas -
es in the public schools, and trans ferring 
the pllpils to thi s new instituti on . 

:\Tell' Y ork is a lways rt ve ry conse rva ti ve 
city , 'r ill ing to bea r many ill s rathe r than 
l11 ake an eHort to remove them, ane! our 
in cipient College lI"a -; rega rded by .ome 
\\' ith feelings o f in tense li sli ke, hy others 
\\' ith cold rii , rtpprova l. a il e! by the great ma
jo rity with absolu te indiffe rence. It hap
pcned. fnrtun rt t,l y . that at thi s ti me the 
Frtcu lty a H] tuto rs consisted ma inly o f 
yOll llg men rt nd lI'omen. o r they coul d 
Il e,'e r ha l' su r viveri the d iffi cul ti es th ey 
had to o ,'en' Ill e, 

The first se lection fo r the site for the 
bui lding o f th e C llege wa s a part o f B ry
ant Sq ua re , hu t he re fo rtnl1 e favored the 
young in stituti oll , The :\I ayo r 's residence 
on ,J\? nd S treet fronted the Squa re, and 
:\fr. Hall f a recl a school ncar rtt hand 
,,"ould injure his prOI crt)', T he bes t part 
(If I I rt mil ton I 'ark. GH th S treet and Park 
,\ ve nu e, \\'as then o ff ered rtlld thankfull y 
accepted, 

"1 Ilth s o f H'xati (lus de!;I)' ill g-etting- to 
\\'o rk Oil th e hll il dings e n ~ lI ed . for . a l
th ough pri z s \\'e re (.ffe ree! a ll el money ex
pcnded for archi ted :; plall ~. Il !lne o f t1lC111 
\\ ' a ~ practica ble fpr 'cho() l p"rpose;; , In 
thi" d ilelll ma. I're .. idell t I [unter hi l11 self 
prepared rt sketch o f a hui ldi ng which was 
acceJl t ~ e! by the I ~ x cc u ti,'e 'Ol11l11i ttee. elah, 
o ra ted hy tilL' architect o f th e hoard. aile! 
hecrtllle th e \\' () rkillg" rbll o f the pr ~l' lI t 
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ed ifice. Even then there was danger that 
the COlllllli ione rs would not adopt the 

'ommittee's report. Mr. Wood, ardent 
and u ntiring frie nd of the College as he 
wa , \\'anted a la rger and hand omer build
ing. whi le another warm fri en I of the 

oll ege e1 eman led as ' a condition for his 
I'ot the fFe ent un ightly stoop at the 
front entran ce. t length th e necessary 
seven votes were obtai ned, cb iefl y through 
the exertion of I saac Bell ; and in the 
ummer of 1871, work on the foundations 

wa s begun . and on the opening day o f the 
session. September , 1873, th e girls took pos
~ession of th eir beautif ul College Home. 

I n ] (0 . the course of study \Va ex
tend ed to fou r yea rs; in 1 88, to five yea rs, 
in '1 D03, to six; in 1905, to seven. In HIO 
the degr e wa regi tereel; and f 1'0 111 then 
on Ithe in stitution has been a College in 
rea lity a well a . in name, second in rank 
to none in the lanel. 

. In :,\I ay, l!ll-l-on a clay of day ,-the 
old name "Norl11a l" \\' a . changeel to " Hun
te r. " fo r what brave name should th e Col
lege bea r but hi s \I'ho brought " The Good 
Sh ip . \Ima :,\Tate r" . afd;- in to port ? 

A. D. S. 

LETTER FROM AN APPRECIATIVE 
GRADUATE. 

M y c1 ea r- --, 

.A lum nae Hall ! vVhat a 
happy th oug-Ilt! A " H ome" where a ll we 
Cllll ege chi ldren olel and young a like wi ll 
lil'e aga in tile olel times a nd dream about 
th e ne\l'. . \ " TIome" where those who 
tral'eled th e same road unde r the am wi se 
g ll irla TlL' will fee l th e ete rnal ki n hip and 
wh ere the lonely \Yi ll find a fri encl. T ime 
I\'ill d sc ou r own h mes, but A lu mnae Hall 
\I' ill s tretc h out its helte ring arm and 
gathe r li S into it. fe llowship. 

HoII' beautiful the f unillmen t of thi s 
dream of you r Graduate Gift Committee 
\I' i 11 be a nd how fi tti ng a memori a l to 
Thomas 1lllll te r , \\' h fath red those of us 
\1·110 \I 'ere so fo rtunate as t hea r the t ach
illg o f his kind ly hea rt. I have wondered 
~()11let i1l1 e s throug h the pas. ing yea rs how 
I might pay l11y debt , how perhaps com
Ill ll nica te to o the rs th e lIrge of that men
ta l ~ ti11lu l ll~ and the IVa rmth of that illu 
l11 iner! "I irit \I' hich influenced to . uch a 
marker! deg ree th e li ve of tho. wh knew 
him . I am gratef ul to you r C0111mittee 
;Incl T knoll' othcr. lI' ill be for pointing a lit 
til wa\' : a \I'ay in which each and el'ery 
(I nc of li S ma ," pro laim ou r 101' fo r Pres·, 
id ent I runte r a nd our loya lty to the Col
Iq;-e " 'h icil ili s initiatiy and d gged per
,i,kncc ca ll ed into bei ng. 

Till' I" I ~,i h i liti (' of slI ch a hllilrling' as 

A lumnae Hall quicken one's imagination. 
Wha t a vantage ground for usef ulness to 
one another and to the community ! Here 
the oleler graduate may place her steady
ing hand upon the shoulder of her little 
sister and the younger ' enliven the ' ~pirit 
of her counselor with her f resh 
young vi sion. Back into the College fold 
wi ll come th ose who have wandered fa r, 
and joining hands with their a lmo t for
gotten family strengthen the College spirit 
and make Hunter a tremendous force for 
good in the commun ity. 

A lumn ae Hall , the embodiment, as it 
l11U . t I?e, o f a preci ous sentim ent of thou
sand of good II' men, wi ll attract the high
est type of yo ung woman hoorl 
to the College and make its impre s ' upon 
the youth of thi s great city. Oh, th ere will 
be many ma te rial advantages, but I sha ll 
fo rget them a ll when I step ac ro s the 
th resholcl and know that I n I<:'LO N ! 
Jll st the mere th ought of it ta kes me back 
to the o ld chapel with Profe ssor :l\J angolrl 
a t til pian o. \ \ . are . inging. "0. :'Irerry 
Gne ' the Time whell the I [ea rt I s \ 'oung, 
Th ere 's Na ught T oo 1 Tard to 'limb whcn 
the Hea rt rs Young "- ancl J fee l tha t 
:\ llI111 nae JT a ll ,,· ill a l,,·ay. keep II SIl1.glllg 
that happy hopeful !-> tl'ain. 

Somehow I cannot g et a l\' ay h 111 the 
th ought that this memori a l to T h ma. IT ll1l
tel' will be ne al. 0 to Ollr pa rents, w hose 
" ' I S fo resig ht se!l t us to him and whose 
sacrifi ce kept li S Irith him through our 
tendc r yea r~. O ll l' feet will tread on a
cred grollnd c n, ecrated to th e p rpetll a
ti on o f th o. e principles w hi ch ema na led 
f rom sll ch sotlrc s. 

T trust that the IIunte r ,old en J ubilee 
,,·ill assure the e rec tion f thi . building. a nc! 
tha t a ll II'ho come af ter Ill ay feel th e sig
nifica nce of a . tructu re " 'hose e l'erv s tone 
proclailll -"T alll - because he IVa's." 

Y our fra te rna lly. 
Li ll ian . Lilly . 

P resident, :\ II' Y ork il " 
f.'ederati on f \\ 'omen's I lIb ~ , 

LEARN T O GIVE B Y GI V ING. 
Tn tht lSC fri cnds " 'ho c n trihu tecl to the 

l.. (~. I<uml hefore thi s Dri \' hega n we 
ex tend gratefu l greeting~. Your conl ri , 
huti!lns fo rl11 th e nude ll ~ o f th e G i ft Fund. 
I \lIt fill' a C old en J lIbilee l11u cil 111 0ney i, re
([II ired. 

It i ~ nnly (lnce in a Ii fct ime lilat a great 
11101l1ent f C0111mon inle rest li ke lil i · wi ll 
ari se fo r a ll g rad ua tes of iJunter. Thc 
gi ft for such an occasion 1I111St be grea t
t ile r cf() r~ t ile indivi ci ua l ~ lIbsc riptio n . Ill U. t 
he a~ larg-e as poss ible . F o r that rea SOil lI" e 
:Ir(' ; 1 ~ I , illg- ." (111 tn (;i~'(' ."I I/nin' l~ . I\, D. 


