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Hunter ~ o l l { ~ e ; o f  t h e  C i t y  of New York , 

i 
~ i s t d r  ,of Hunter College d,- - 

Hunter Collece had i t s  o r i g i n ' a s  a p w t  of t h o  movement t o  provide f o r  t h e  
educat ion of t eachera. I n  1851 t h e  Boar-d--of E_du_ga_tion --of New York . City-was 
au thor ized  t o  o r g w i z e  "normal schools-for t h e  educa t ion  of t e a c h e r s  ,It I n  1854 
a grant  of power v~as"'m~ae"tij-f;h~-'~oard of :dth?it~n" t o cont inue t h e  Free  Acadgy,, 

f--",.+d .----'-- - 
(now C i t y  College of New York) and t o  e s t a b l i s h  a s i m i l a r  i n s t i t u t i b n  f o r  females, 
Attomnpts wore made soon t h e r e a f t o r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  normal school  t r a i n i n g  b u t  vrithout 
success  u n t i l  t h e  ore;anization of The Normal and High School f o r  Females was en- -- - 
t r u s t e d  t o  Thomas Hunter by t h e  Board - o x o n  i n  t h e  f u l l  of 1869, Dr, Hunter 
:.ras a n  a b l e  schoolmaster f i r e d  w i t h  z e a l  i n  h i s  undertaking-and d e f i n i t e l y  committed 
t o  t h e  need of more b a s i c  l i b e r a l  educat ion f o r  t h e  t e a c h e r s  of the '  c i t y ,  

, \, 
1 

< I ,  

1' w i t h  a t o t a l  s t a f f  of twenty-soven ( i n c l u d i n g  P res iden t  ~ u n t o r )  t h e  Normal 
and Hich School had i t s  formal oponing on February 14, 1870, St.  Valent ine 's  Day, 

I : i n  l ea sed  q u a r t e r s  a t  6 9 1 - ~ r ~ t % d ~ ~ ~ , - a o r n e r  of-&h S t r e e t .  The t e n a n t s  on t h e  lower 
f l o o r  had a carr ' iage s t o r e  and an armory used t h e  upper f l o o r !  The s tudent  body 
numbered 1105, a l l  admit ted b y  oompeti t ive examination and of t h e s o  300 proved 
capable of doing h igh  soh001 work, 

The f i r s t ;  p ; r a ? u ~ t i n g  c l a s s  comp1ei;od i t s  work i n  J u l y  of 1870. 

Rapid growth proved the ' need  f o r  more adequate  q u a r t e r s  and a f t e r  a per iod of 
ovsrcrovrding and much d e t a i l e d  p lanning  by P res iden t  Hunter, app ropr i a t ions  viere 
ms.de f o r  a co l l ege  bu&iing a t  60th  S t r o o t  o n  t h o  sit0 of I-Iamilton Park, S h o r t l y  
a f t e r  t h e  formal opunirq of t h e  i n s t i - t u t i o n  t h e  name was changod t o  Normal c611ege 
of t h e  C i t y  of New York and it was by  t h a t  name t h a t  t h e  C;othic b u i l d i n g  on Park 
Avenue was dedicated on Octobor 28, 1873, 

T h r o u ~ h  t h o  y a ~ r s  t h a t  fol lowed,  D r ,  Hunter was t h o  i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  a growing 
staff and s tudent  body, During t h o  e a r l y  y e a r s  t h e  curr iculum was gradual ly  
oxpanded from a three-year  course t o  ino lude  coursos of co l l ege  grade i n  a d d i t i o n  
t o  t h e  methods coursos which cont inued t o  b e  most importen.b i n  f u l f i l l i n g  t h e  
mqjor purpose of  t h e  co l lege ,  A s  e a r l y  as 1905 a systom of majors  and minors, 
requi rod  work and op t iona l s  was introduosd>--------" I" - .-7----v--.--  

- -- --Although the students f n the-firsst; olasses-were-very young (a regula-{;ion-was --- - - 
made i n  t h e  second yea r  t o  e s t a b l i s h  f o u r t e e n  as t h e  m i n i m u m  age of appl ioanto) ,  
wi th  t h e  expansion of t h e  ourr iculum and i no rease  i n  l e n g t h  of course  t h e  graduates  
wore vary soon young women i n  t h e l r  l a t e r  t e e n s  and t a k i n g  t h o i r  p l aces  a s  h i p a  
school teachers .  

Following D r ,  Hunter as p re s iden t  came Goorgo S ,  Davis .rino had a l r e a d y  won 
r e c o p i t i o n  as superintendent  of New York C i t y  schools,  I n  his: f i r s t  commenooment 
e.ddrass ho suggested a change of t ho  name of t h o  co l l ege  t o  Ilunter College t o  
honor i t s  f i r s t  p re s iden t  and t o  add t o  t h e  p r e s t i g e  of t h o  c o l l e g e  which had come 
t o  be  considered by  some as j u s t  a t e c h n i c a l  school f o r  t r a i n i n g  t e a c h e r s ,  % t h  
t h e  holp of t h o  Assoc ia te  Alumme, P re s iden t  Davis succeeded i n  b r i n g i n g  ahout t h i s  
c l l a n p  of name on Apr i l  4, 1914 b y  Aot of t h a  Legisl .aturo of Now York S t a t e ,  

During t h e  presidency of D%$fAiaran, who had f o r  many yea r s  bean  p ro fe s so r  
of  Educat ion at col loge,  Hunter 6'~Gonx Buildings wore e roc tod  on t h o  Jorome Park 
Htjsorpoir s i t o  and f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime, Hunter s t u d e n t s  enjoyed t h e  advantages of  
c~mpti*-l~fg,""" 

One of n t s  f irst  wnrlortakings was a r e p g a n i z a t i o n  of t h e  --..._ - 
t o  s tudun t s  i n  ohoice of s t u d i e s ,  During h i s  

period of o f f i c e  t h o .  aons t ry f i -on  of the. new inodornistio -bu ik l ing  on Bark A~onue - 
cc- (. - l ; ~ u ~  begun, . - 

Dr., S h u s t o r t s  i n s t a l l a t i o n  was coinoidenb w i t h  t h e  ded ica t ion  of t h e  new bui ld-  
-.ng an  Park Avenue. H i s  t e rm of o f f i c e  has l i k d s o  inc luded  t h e  ded ica t ion  of  t h e  
' a r n  Delan6Koo'Sevelt Houses t o  a program of I n t e r f a i t h  a o t i v i t i e s  and experience 
-11 d om0cratiol.i-~ng~nd'-t-h~l~~s~~of-our Bronx Campus t o  t h o  Navy f o r  use a s  a 
~!laval T ra in ing  S t a t i o n  f o r  t h e  Woment s -iib'e'~rvwsr-------- .- 

I n  s p i t e  of t h e  1ixuj.tations pu t  upon t h e  ooll 'ege by t h e  ciroumstanoes of  war 
Puntar cont inuos  i t s  progress ,  - ,  . .. 
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