
Not Just a Librarian 

Librarian Robinson 
Environmental Health Sci- 
ence. 

Prior to worklng at Hunter, 
Mr. Robinson worked at Doug- 
las College, which was all fe- 
male. "It was a good experi- 
ence for me in that it forced 
me to reexamine male val- 
ues," he said. Mr. Robinson is 
now on the general faculty ad- 
visory committee for the Wo- 
men Studies Program here at 
Hunter. 

The budget cuts have also 
affected the llbrary at the In- 
stitute. According to Mr. Rob. 
inson, the budget for the libra- 
ry has been "reduced to al- 
most nothing." Therefore, Mr. 
Robinson has written to com- 
panies for donations and has 
obtained books for the library 
from some of them along with 
book donations from alumni 
and professors: Also, Mr. Rob- 
inson gathers material from 
magazines, on hi$ own time, 
which he keeps in file for stu- 
dents' use. 

The budget cuts have also 
cost Mr. Roblnson all of his 
student aides. He now only 
has one assistant, Helen Gen- 
tile, to help him run the library. 

Mr. Robinson is active in 
numerous organizations in- 
cluding the Environmental 
Health Association of Hunter 
College through which he 
moderated the debate on the 
super sonic transport, recent- 
ly held at Roosevelt House. 

by Anne Grosso 
Can one person be a librari- 

an, a counselor, a playwright 
and a researh scientist? Smlth 
Garrett Robinson, the head 
and only librarian at the Health 
Science Institute is all these: 
He takes a personal interest in 
the students at the Institute 
and tries to help them an every 
way he can. 

"The young people here at 
Hunter are creative and know 
what's going on," says Mr. 
Robinson. He explained that 
he asks students at the Instl- 
tute how they feel about the 
library and tries to encourage 
them to come in and use It as 
much as possible. 

Mr. Robinson's goal is to 
help the students "achieve in- 
dependence', in their ability to 
use the research materlal 
available to them. He feels 
that independence is, what 
education is all about. 

When Mr. Robinson first 
came to Hunter in 1972, the 
lnstitute did not have a library, 
only a reading center. Since 
then, room 229 of the lnstitute 
has been developed into an 
excellent llbrary for material in 
all of the health sciences be- 
cause of the efforts of Mr. 
Robinson. 

He recalls that on his first 
day of work the library was 
flooded and the books were in 
cartons on the floor. Now the 
library is an attractive place 

.with a rug on the floor and 
books on the shelves. 

Mr. Robinson's philosphy is 
that a librarian should go out 
of his way to help a student. 
"If anything is published any. 
where in the world," he states, 
"agood librarian can get It." 

After graduating from Ohio 
State College where he ma- 
jored in micro-biology and 
physiological chemlstry, Mr. 
Robinson worked In cancer 
research. However, he soon 
tires of working in a I'aboratory 
because, "I felt isolated." he 
said, "I wanted to work Gith 
people because I enloy peo- 
ple." ' He then took a position in 
Jersey City State College 
teaching Black Studies, spe- 
cifically creative writing and 

wo101DOrh Stepaim 

He Is listed in Eugene 
O'Neill's Theater Foundation 
directory of playwrights for 
1977 and has done stheater 
workshops for prisioners. 

He Is also a member of The 
Dramatists Guild, The Amer- 
ican Library Association, 
LaCUNY Library Association 
and Concerned Cltizens of 
East Harlem. 

Mr. Robinson lives on the 
Lower East Side with his wife 
and two children, ages nine 
and eleven. 

Some of the students at the 
Health Institute had a few pos- 
Itlve things to say about Mr. 
Robinson. "I find Mr. Robin- 
son a librarian, gentleman and 
a very helpful hand," said 
Lawrence Carter, student and 
Provost of the Community 
Health Education Department. 
"He has helped me remove 
the anxiety I have had about 
libraries. Since I've been here 
(two years) the library has be- 
come my favorite palce to visit 
and I attribute tqis to the na- 
ture of the library and the per- 
sonnel It holds." 

Christine Garrettson said, 
"He is very concerned with 
the students and goes out of 
his way to find research mate- 
rials." 

"He Is the most amiable ii- 
brarlan I ever met," added 
Pevrll Benjamin. "He knows 
his library and is a beautiful 
person." 

' 

, 

black theater. While doing 
community organizing, (en- 
couraging people to execise 
their voting rights, etc.), Mr. 
Robinson met a librarian who 
convinced him to go to Rut- 
gers for his masters in library 
science. At present he is work- 
ing on his second masters in 


