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I welcome the opportunity to report to the
loyal army of Alumnae of Hunter College
regarding recent activities which have led to
the appointment of George N. Shuster as
Dean and Acting President of the College.

On June 20, 1939, Dr. Colligan requested

a vear’s leave of absence. At that time his
wife was seriously ill in the hospital; and
his own physical condition was drained both
by illness and by overwork arising from New
Building problems and the heavy administra-
tive load of a scattered plant. This leave
yas granted by our Board as of September
1, 1939. And it became necessary in the
Board’s judgment to act promptly in order
to assure an immediate successor who would
handle the large administrative responsibili-
ties which Hunter faces at this time. From
the budgetary angle it was fortunate that
there happened to be available the vacant
line of an Academic Dean. We were not un-
aware that the Faculty Council had appoint-
ed a committee to search for such a Dean; but
we were assured that by the end of the last
academic year this search had not yet been
narrowed down to one or two candidates. The
College was on a vacation, and since time
was of the essence of the problem the Admin-
istrative Committee of Hunter College de-
cided upon a course of action of which the
present facts are the outcome. It undertook
an intensive, careful survey of the field, for
a scholar who could at once serve effectively
as Acting President as well as occupy the
position of Academic Dean.

It selected for this position Mr. George N.
Shuster, former editor of the Commonweal,
who was working at Columbia under a Car-
negie grant on a three-year research study
of the history of the Weimar Republic. Mr.
Shuster was unanimously recommended to the
Board for this joint position and was unani-
mously elected by the Board at its meeting
on July 6, 1939. T shall not take the space
to recite Mr. Shuster’s distinguished career
in the academic field in the teaching of Eng-
lish, nor in the field of letters to which he
has contributed a dozen volumes. But I can
assure you that he comes to us with literally
the most superlative recommendations as a
man, as a democratic citizen and education-
alist, a keen scholar in the field of English
and German, a true gentleman of high in-
tegrity, liberality of outlook, sensitiveness
of feeling, and genuine piety in devotion to
the best spiritual heritage of mankind.

I am confident that as soon as the Alumnae
have an opportunity to meet Acting President
Shuster face to face, they will share in my
confidence that under his leadership the Col-
lege is in splendid hands.

Orpway Teap, Chairman,

Board of Higher Education,

Groree N. SHUSTER
Acting President of Hunter College.

THE ALUMNAE AND THE COLLEGE

Permit me to say first of all that though
my acquaintance with everything that is be-
ing done to maintain Hunter College at its
traditional high level is necessarily limited, I
have already seen enough to assure me that
the coOperation given by the Alummae is cor-
dial and worth its weight in gold. This is a
most encouraging fact.

The College needs its Alumnae more than
ever before. I am thinking primarily of the
fact that it is an institution unusually de-
pendent upon public interest and good will.
Hunter girls have the great advantage of liv-
ing against the background of a metropoli-
tan community; but their ability to utilize this
opportunity to the full must in large measure
depend upon the attitude of others towards

them. This probem is recognized by the
Alumnae. They are becoming increasingly

aware of the fact that if they talk Hunter,
represent Hunter, the students of the present
will profit by this assistance more than by
any other thing.

May I add also that we for our part are
consumed with anxiety to associate the grad-
uates more intimately with the life of the
College? It is hoped that when the new
building opens next year, a program of Alum-
nae activities can be inaugurated that will
interest, in one way or another, every grad-
uate. And of course we shall be only too
glad to welcome any suggestions as to what
that program might desirably be. If inter-
est can be developed, the College will become
what it might ideally be—an institution
which binds the past and the present together
in a living tradition, Grorer N. SHUSTER,

Acting President,




