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I welcome the opportunity to report to the 
loyal a rmy OIf Alumnae of Hunter College 
r egarding recent activities which have led to 
the appointment of George N. SllUster as 
D ean and Acting' President of the College. 

On June 20, ] 93 9, Dr. Colliga n requested 
a year's leave of absence. At that t ime 11is 
wife was se riously ill in the hospital; and 
his own phys ical condition was dra ined both 
by illness and by overwork ari sing from New 
Building prdblems and: tll e heavy administra
t ive load of a scattered plant. This leave 
was granted by our Board as of September 
] , ] 93 9. And it became necessary in the 
Board's judgment to act promptly in order 
'to assure an immediate successor who would 
handle the large administrative responsibili
:ties which Hunter faces at this time. From 
the budgeta ry angle it was fortun ate that 
there 11 appened to be available the vacant 
line of an Academic D ean. W e were not un
aware that the F aculty Council had appoint
ed a committee to search for such a D ean; but 
we were ass ured that by the end of the last 
academic yea r t1lis search had not yet been 
narrowed down to one or two candidates. The 
College was on a vacation, and sincc time 
was of the essence of the problem the Admin
ish 'ative Committee of Hunter College de
cided upon a course of action of which tll e 
p resent f acts are' the outcome. It undertook 
an intensive, careful survey of the fi eld, fOl' 
a scholar who could at on ce serve effectively 
as Acting President as well as occupy the 
position of Academic D ean . 

It select ed fo r this position Mr. George N . 
Shuster, former editor of the Commonweal, 
who was working at Columbia under a Car
negie grant on a three-year r esearch study 
of the history of the W eimar Republic. Mr. 
Shuster was unanimously r ecommendcd to t1l e 
Board for tills joint position and was unani
mously elected by t1l e Board at its meeting 
on July 6, 193 9. I sh all not take the sp ace 
to recite Mr. Shuster 's distinguished career 
in the academic fi eld in the t eaching of Eng
lish, nor in the field of letters to which he 
has contributed a dozen volumes . But I can 
assure you that he comes to us with literally 
the most superla tive recommendations as a 
man, as a democratic citizen and education
alist, a keen scholar in the fi eld of English 
and German, a true gentlcman of high in
tegrity, liberality of outlook, sensitiveness 
of feeling, and genuin e piet y in devotion to 
the best spiritual heritage of mankind. 

I am comfident that as soon as the Alumnae 
have an opportunity to meet Acting President 
Shuster face to fa ce, they will sha re in my 
confidence t l13t Imder his leadership the Col
lege i in splendid h ands. 

ORDWAY T EAD, Chairman, 
l3oarq. of Higher Eq.ucation. 

GEOllGE N. SnUS'l'Ell 

Act in g Pres ident of Hu nt er College. 

THE ALUM N AE AN D THE COLLEGE 
P ermit me to say fir st of all that though 

my acqua intance wi th everything that is be
illg do ne to maintain H u nter College at its 
t rad iti onal high level is necessarily limited, I 
1Javc already seen enough to assure me that 
the coopera.tion given by the Alumnae is cor
dial and worth its weight in gold. This is a 
most encouraging f act. 

The College needs its Alumnae more than 
ever before. I am thinking primarily of the 
fact that it is an institution unusually de
pendent upon public interest and good will. 
Hl1J1ter girls 11ave the great ad vantage o,f liv
ing agajnst the backg round of a metropoli
tan community; but their ability to utilize this 
opportunity to the full must in large measure 
dep end upon the attitude of others towards 
them. This probem is r ecognized by the 
Alumnae. They are becoming incr easingly 
a"ware of the fact that if they t alk Hunter , 
r epresent Hunter, the students of the present 
will p rofit by this assist ance more than by 
any other thing. 

May I add also that we for our p art are 
consumed with anxiety to associat e the grad
uat es more intimat ely with the life of the 
College? It is hoped that when the mew 
huilding op ens next year , a p rogram of Alum
nae acti vities can be inaug urated that will 
interest, in one way or another, every g rad
uate. And of course we sll a11 be only too 
glad to welcome any suggesti ons as to what 
tll at p rogram might desirably be. If inter
est can be developed, the College will become 
what it miglIt ideally be-an institution 
which binds the p ast and the p resent t ogether 
in a living tradition. GEORGE N . SHUSTER, 

,Acting President. 


