
'I'HE ALUMNiE NEWS 
Published Monthly from October t o June, inclu s iv ~, a t 12-14 L awton Street, New Rochelle, N. Y., 

by the Associa te Alumnae of Hunter College of the City of New York. 
Entered as second class matte r. 18!)5. a t the post·offi~e a t New Rochelle under the Act of Ma rch 3, 1879. 

VOL. XLV NE W R OCH E L LE, N . Y ., OVEMBE R, 1940 o. 8 

PRESIDE N T ROOSE VELT ' S VI SIT 
On October 28 Hunter wa~ honored by a 

.v isit from the Pres ident of the United States . 
The President and his entourage a rrived 

at about one, and were entertained at IUil ch­
eOIl by members of the Boa rd of H g he r E du­
cation and representati ves of the F aculty . At 
two the g roup mounted the pla tform of the 
Assembly H all, before a mammoth a udience 
of st aff, students, and alumnae. Meanwhile 
all overflow of g irls crowded into thc A udi­
torium and the Lounge to li sten to the cxer­
cises on loud-speakers. Classes were of course 
suspended to g ive all a cha nce to hea l', and 
if possible see, their Chief Executi ve. 

The general air of ha ppy exci tement was 
refreshing. At the President' s a rrival, 
throngs of girls filled every va ntage-point in 
halls and on st airs, and even on the s ide­
walks outside- all well-behaved desp ite the 
g reat pressure and di scomfo r t, all cha rmin g 
in their youthful enthnsiasm. 

President Roosevelt entered del ig htfully 
into the infectious spirit of the day . H e must 
have sensed the eager expecta ncy that elec­
trified the air during the brief introductory 
words of President S huster and Dr. T ead, 
the latter of whom referred to thc " hopc dc­
ferred" a t the time of our D edication that 
had now become " hope rea li zed"; and to 
his express ion of pleasure at attending " the 
fin al D edication of Hunter College", he add ­
ed the assnra nce that this was not h is tinal 
appearance there, s ince he had not seen 
enoug h of the students or of the building. 

After a gay reference to the Mayor's skill 
in " wangling" millions for the City, he 
showed a sympathetic tll1dersta nd ing of thc 
overcrowding in the teaching p l'ofe ~ s i o n in 
New York, but added encourag ingly that in 
ma ny parts of the country there is still need 
for more t eachers and better-q ualified teach­
ers . As for our College, he decla red that , as 
a neig hbor, he knew Hunter well, and knew 
that " there is no question about its useful­
ness in the community" . 

Then he repeated h is promise to come back 
and look over Hunter complet p. ly, " modern 
lighting" and all; for , though 'an old man 
of 58", he was still "young en ugh ' to take 
an interest in this generation and ad voca te 
changes". H e reiterated his beli ef, with a 
good-humored reference to the "razzing" oc­
casioned by his orig inal use of the phrase, 
that nation and sta te and city did not want 
to return to " the horse-and-buggy days" ; and 
then, g rowing deeply and imprcssvely seri­
ous, he declared that we do want to mainta in 
one thing alive in the " horse-and-buggy 
days", patriotism. " For some tlJ; ngs that are 
old are worth preserving-life, liberty, tll e 
pursuit of happiness; our form of govern­
!Dent; and America !" E. ADELAIDE H AHN. 

DEDICATION W E EK 

By E. AD ELAID E H AHN 

Not s ince its Golden Jubilee, over a score 
of years ago, has the Alma M ater known 
such a week of celebration as came to its 
sha re last month. Classes were suspended 
on October 8, 9, ] 0, and 11 ; and Hunter 
gave herself up to ceremonies and festivities. 
The Grand Ma rshal, Associat e Professor 
.J ames M. H endel of the Chemistry D ep art­
ment, together with hi s diligent and devoted 
ba nd of co-workers, had planned the pro­
g ram with zeal and care ; and the result was 
a success ion of events to be recorded in red 
letters in the Annals of our College. 

The dignified and impressive invitation 
sent to "the Colleges, Univers ities, and 
lea m ed Societies of the Western H emi­
sphere" over the s ignatures of Professor 
H endel and Dr. T ead announced that it was 
being issued " in recognition of the vision of 
Thomas Hunter, his associates, and the City 
F athers who in the yea r 1870 founded the 
first free college for women in order that 
those who did not sha re in this world's goods 
might cla im their birthright to the riches of 
the mind, and that thi s institution, known 
as Hunter College, migl!t fruitfully symbol­
ize that bas ic article in the creed of the 
American nati on, to wit, equality of opportu­
nity for ali, rega rdless of race, position, 
color, or creed; the g reat work accomplished 
t hroughout seven decades in prep aring thou­
~ands upon thusands of students to g ive of 
their best effi ciently to insure the progress of 
nn increas ingly complex civilization, and in 
ma intaining, while so doing, standa rds of 
di scipline a nd culture transmitted from the 
g reat colleges of the past ; the devoted series 
of g raduates who have taken their places in 
many fields of public and private endeavor­
in teaching a nd law, in government and 
social welfa re work, in medicine and philan­
throp y, in the arts and letters, in business and 
j ournalism- and who have manifes ted un­
stintingy their abiding affection for the Col­
lege which t.rained them; the cooperation of 
City, Stat e, and F ederal Governments in the 
erection of a new setting for Hunter Col­
lege endeavor-a modern structure in the 
hea rt of New York, sixteen stories in height, 
equipped with lecture halls and auditoriums, 
gymnasiums and l aboratories, roof terraces 
flnd gardens, all beautiful and useful alike ; 
the hope for a bright future under the lead­
ership of President George N . Shuster". 
This invitation was accepted by 164 institu­
tions of higher learning ( including five South 
Ameri can universities), 25 learned societies 
and educational associations, and several 
civic and professional organizations of va ri­
ous types. 
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THE DEDI CATIO N CEREMONY 

The functions opened with the D edicaLon 
of the New Building, on Tuesday, Octobe r 
8, at 2 P . M. Dr. Ordway T ead,. Chairman 
of the Board of Higher Education, made an 
admirable presiding officer, handling the pro­
g ram with dignity, grace, a nd ready wit. The 
platform was occupied by public officials and 
representatives of civic and educational 
bodies . 

In presenting· the New Building, the Hon. 
Stanley Isaacs, President of the Borough of 
Manhattan ( and, incidentally, a graduate of 
the Hunter Model School, aud brother of a 
former Alumnae Pres ident ), stressed the 
fa ct that thi s structure, while "a source of 

_ pride to all who love Hunter", is none the 
less not so important as the use to which it 
is put. In this connection he emphasized 
the complete freedom of thought and expres­
sion enjoyed at Hunter, and went on to 
stress the corollary of such freedom : gov­
ernment is not merely for the people but of 
and by the people ; emphasis must be put up­
on the obligations of youth as well as its 
rights; liberty and democracy are worth dy­
ing for, since without them life is worth less 
than nothing. 

Dr. T ead accepted the Building in a 
speech in which he discussed the three-fold 
a im of the College, the sea rch for truth, 
beauty, and righteousness, and the essential 
unity of this triple quest. 

The program then turned to the fine arts . 
Professor Robert P. Tristram Coffin of 
venerable Bowdoin read a noble ode special­
ly written for the occasion, "The Palace of 
Park Avenue", in which he, like Mr. Isaacs 
and Dr. T ead before him, stressed the mis­
sion to be carried on within the new edifice. 

"Here in a college for a sex set free 
Sits the hope of our humanity." 

Mrs." Theodore E. Simis, Pres ident of the 
Alumnae, presented the Graduate Gift, the 
Organ, as a symbol of the three-fold grati­
tude of the alumnae, to country, city, and 
college. And then , appropriately, there fol­
lowed music, the singing by the choir, a 
charming group of white-gowned girlhood in 
the gallery, of Psalm CL, to the music of 
Cesar Franck. 

Thereafter came an adress by Mayor Fi­
orello H . L aGuardia, in which he too pro­
claimed the rela tive unimportance of the 
building, in comparison with the greater im­
portance of Dr. Shuster and a g ood faculty, 
in making Hunter the g reat institution that 
he declared it to be. H e added to his own 
tribute that of his little daug hter-"There 
can ' t be so many sma rt girls ." H e told of 
having voted for a new Hunter building 
twenty years earlier, and sounded a graver 
note by saying how diffe rent must his speecll 
be to-day from the one th at he might have 
delivered then. However, he grew more op­
timistic in r eminding his hea rer s tha t this 
country is not over-popula ted, and in assert­
ing that he had no doubt of its economic fu­
ture. He looked forwa rd confidently to the 

coming of a shorter working-week, with a 
consequent increase of le isure which educa­
tion must provide for, and concluded with 
the declaration th at enlightened you ng men 
and women would soon t ake over the country 
and write a new chapter in hi story. 

Dr. T ead aroused am usement, accompa­
nied by gratitude in the mind of Hunter's 
over-burdened t eaching staff, by applying to 
them the need for the shorter working-week 
that th e Mayor had just en visaged, thus 
showing that he himself fully unde rstood 
the faculty point of view which he said was 
so ably represented on the Boa rd of Higher 
Education by one whom he now presented 
in the dual guise of scholar and friend, Pro­
fessor Harry J. Carman of Columbia U ni­
versity. Professo r Carman then gave a deep­
ly th oughtful a nd scholarly address which, 
like Mr. I saacs' speech ea rlier in the day , 
had as its theme the stirring one of liberty. 
H e outlined the age-old struggle between de­
mocracy and totalitarianism with special 
refe rence to its course in · our own country, 
and dwelt 011 all the implications of the 
democra tic way of life, with the need for full 
development of personality, for the use of 
th e mind and the exercise of the will through 
practice in the management of affairs, for 
education, for civic rights. While acknowl­
edging the existence of troubling social and 
economic ills (such as exploita tion of labor, 
unemployment, and undue stress on material 
acquisition) and occasional shortcomings 011 

the part of democracy (such as extravagance 
and political corruption) , he ended with a 
ringing call to protect and strengthen de­
mocracy, and to work with others to the end 
that justice and liberty may be guarded against 
totalitarianism with its sp ies and t error. 

Professor Carman was followed by a col­
league on the Board of Higher Education, 
Mrs . W alter S . Mack, Jr. , Chairman of the 
Hunter College Administra tive Committee, 
who expressed appreciation for the work of 
the two distinguished firms that had collab­
orated in the planning of the structure which 
means the realization of a dream for an edu­
cational center in mid-Manhattan. She de­
scribed the building in detail, and pro­
nounced it superior to any other edifice of 
the kind in the country and p erhaps in the 
world. In conclusion she paid tribute to one 
who must have been often in the thoughts of 
many of that great audience, when, recalling 
the descriptions of our earlier home on the 
same historic spot, and declaring tha t 
our manner of speech was different, our 
building higher, and our ideals no lower, she 
expressed the hope that we would continue 
to carryon the tradition of Thomas Hunter . 

The Benediction which closed the meeting, 
like the Invocation which had opened it, was 
pronounced by the R everend William Adams 
Brown of Union Theological Semina ry. 

After the singing of the N,ational Anthem, 
the procession marched out of the hall that 
was now truly Hunter's own, as part of the 
Building thus duly and fittingly dedicated. 


