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I welcome the opportunity to report to the 
loyal a rmy OIf Alumnae of Hunter College 
r egarding recent activities which have led to 
the appointment of George N. SllUster as 
D ean and Acting' President of the College. 

On June 20, ] 93 9, Dr. Colliga n requested 
a year's leave of absence. At that t ime 11is 
wife was se riously ill in the hospital; and 
his own phys ical condition was dra ined both 
by illness and by overwork ari sing from New 
Building prdblems and: tll e heavy administra
t ive load of a scattered plant. This leave 
was granted by our Board as of September 
] , ] 93 9. And it became necessary in the 
Board's judgment to act promptly in order 
'to assure an immediate successor who would 
handle the large administrative responsibili
:ties which Hunter faces at this time. From 
the budgeta ry angle it was fortun ate that 
there 11 appened to be available the vacant 
line of an Academic D ean. W e were not un
aware that the F aculty Council had appoint
ed a committee to search for such a D ean; but 
we were ass ured that by the end of the last 
academic yea r t1lis search had not yet been 
narrowed down to one or two candidates. The 
College was on a vacation, and sincc time 
was of the essence of the problem the Admin
ish 'ative Committee of Hunter College de
cided upon a course of action of which tll e 
p resent f acts are' the outcome. It undertook 
an intensive, careful survey of the fi eld, fOl' 
a scholar who could at on ce serve effectively 
as Acting President as well as occupy the 
position of Academic D ean . 

It select ed fo r this position Mr. George N . 
Shuster, former editor of the Commonweal, 
who was working at Columbia under a Car
negie grant on a three-year r esearch study 
of the history of the W eimar Republic. Mr. 
Shuster was unanimously r ecommendcd to t1l e 
Board for tills joint position and was unani
mously elected by t1l e Board at its meeting 
on July 6, 193 9. I sh all not take the sp ace 
to recite Mr. Shuster 's distinguished career 
in the academic fi eld in the t eaching of Eng
lish, nor in the field of letters to which he 
has contributed a dozen volumes . But I can 
assure you that he comes to us with literally 
the most superla tive recommendations as a 
man, as a democratic citizen and education
alist, a keen scholar in the fi eld of English 
and German, a true gentlcman of high in
tegrity, liberality of outlook, sensitiveness 
of feeling, and genuin e piet y in devotion to 
the best spiritual heritage of mankind. 

I am comfident that as soon as the Alumnae 
have an opportunity to meet Acting President 
Shuster face to fa ce, they will sha re in my 
confidence t l13t Imder his leadership the Col
lege i in splendid h ands. 

ORDWAY T EAD, Chairman, 
l3oarq. of Higher Eq.ucation. 

GEOllGE N. SnUS'l'Ell 

Act in g Pres ident of Hu nt er College. 

THE ALUM N AE AN D THE COLLEGE 
P ermit me to say fir st of all that though 

my acqua intance wi th everything that is be
illg do ne to maintain H u nter College at its 
t rad iti onal high level is necessarily limited, I 
1Javc already seen enough to assure me that 
the coopera.tion given by the Alumnae is cor
dial and worth its weight in gold. This is a 
most encouraging f act. 

The College needs its Alumnae more than 
ever before. I am thinking primarily of the 
fact that it is an institution unusually de
pendent upon public interest and good will. 
Hl1J1ter girls 11ave the great ad vantage o,f liv
ing agajnst the backg round of a metropoli
tan community; but their ability to utilize this 
opportunity to the full must in large measure 
dep end upon the attitude of others towards 
them. This probem is r ecognized by the 
Alumnae. They are becoming incr easingly 
a"ware of the fact that if they t alk Hunter , 
r epresent Hunter, the students of the present 
will p rofit by this assist ance more than by 
any other thing. 

May I add also that we for our p art are 
consumed with anxiety to associat e the grad
uat es more intimat ely with the life of the 
College? It is hoped that when the mew 
huilding op ens next year , a p rogram of Alum
nae acti vities can be inaug urated that will 
interest, in one way or another, every g rad
uate. And of course we sll a11 be only too 
glad to welcome any suggesti ons as to what 
tll at p rogram might desirably be. If inter
est can be developed, the College will become 
what it miglIt ideally be-an institution 
which binds the p ast and the p resent t ogether 
in a living tradition. GEORGE N . SHUSTER, 

,Acting President. 



2 THE ALUMNAE NEWS 
THE STAFF MEETS career as r eporter , soldier, writer , educator, 

ITS ACTING PRESIDENT and editD'r. In his office a t 2 Park Avenue 
On Thursday, September 21, the Instruc- he" 'eminisced" about his experiences . H e 

tional and Administrative Staff of Hunter recalled that the entrance of the United 
College gathered in the Park Avenue Build- States into the World W ar interrupted hi s 
ing's largest room to meet their new Acting ca reer by picking him up "by the scruff of 
Pres ident and Academic Dean. the neck" from a job on a Chicago papcr and 

After a greeting from D ean H an nah M. depositing him in a uniform in the Int~lli
E gan, Mrs. W alter S. M ack, Jr., Chairman gence Section of Gene ral H eadquartcrs. 
of the Hunter College Administrative Com- Observing that there is a striking p arallel 
mittee and Hunter 's staunch friend, took the between the situation facing students to-day 
chair. and at the outbrcak of the W o rId War, the 

Dr. Ordway T ead, Chairman of thc B oard Acting President, who himsclf was a senior 
of Higher Education, introduced Acting in the University of Notre Dame in 1914, 
President Shuster in a thoughtful speech in went on to say that then as to-day the co un
the course of which he also touched on sev- try was in the midst of an economic depres
eral College problems. H e told of the for- s ion, the professions were overcrowdcd, and 

• mati on within the Board of a Committee on students just out of College had difficulty in 
Curriculum and Faculty Relations; of the getting jobs. 
proposal for the formation within each col- After tll e Armistice and a course at the 
lege of a Committee on Faculty-Board Re- University of Poi tiers, he returned to the 
lations consisting of the President, the Aca- United Stat es in 1919, his hcalth impaired 
demic Dean, and three faculty members elect- as the result of being gassed in th e war and 
ed by the Faculty Council; and of the forma- as "unsettled a human being as one could 
tion of a committee to handle the appraisal imagine". Uncertainly he experimentcd with 
and reclassification of the d erical staff. H e vadous literary forms-fr ee verse, essays, 
also reported that the Presidents of the four and articles; and the publication of thcse in 
colleges had been as ked to work together COl1- periodicals and newspapers led to his sum
cerning budget matters and the appraisal of mons back to Notre D ame to t each English. 
teachers. He concluded by presenting the H e remained there for four years until 1924, 
n ew Acting President. refusing a position on a newspaper to be-

Acting President Shuster , after stressing comc Head of the English D epartment. 
the fact that his new position had come to In the latter year he married Doris Parks 
him not of his own seeking, enumerated his Cunningham of Los Angeles, and with his 
three goals: (1) with reference to the stu- bride came to New York to do graduate work 
dent body, to keep the spark aglow, to re- a t Columbia University. H e continued to 
open the qu~stion of student-teacher rela- t cach, however, giving courses at City Col
tionship, perhaps to change faculty control lege and Brooklyn Pol.yteclmic Institute. 
into solicited faculty leadership; (2) with T eaching for this affable scholar has always 
reference to the staff, to be quite humbly its becn recreation. <iN othing in the world," 
servant; (3) with reference to the public, to he says smilingly, "can keep a man young 
think through once again the College rela- except contact with yonng people." 
tions with the public, whose demands upon Plans to return west were changed when 
the institution increase as the fin ances of the thc former f ree-lance writcr was invited to 
population decrease. In conclusion he become an editor of the CommonllJeal upon 
pledged courtesy, r everence ' for scholarly en- its inccption as a liberal Catholic weekly in 
deavor, and resolute devotion to the student 1925. The next ten years were strenuous 
body. ones for him, for in addition to becoming 

His speech was hailed with spontaneous managing editor of the periodical he was 
and prolonged applause. made Professor of English at St. Joseph's 

E. A. H. College for Women . In 1933 he also gave 
courses in Shakespeare at Brooklyn Sem-

COLLEGE NOTES 
To bring the Alumnae into a closer rela

tionship with Hunter is one of the aims for 
the College outlined in a r ecent interview by 
George Nauman Sh uster, newly elected 
Academic D ean and Acting President. 

Acting President Shuster, who will head 
the College during the year's leave of ab
sence of Dr. Eugene A. Colligan, declared 
that Hunter affords opportunities to its grad
uates for help in chosen field s of intellectual 
and profess ional endeavor thl"ough its exten
sion t eaching, and! a ks in l"eturn only that 
its Alumnae still consider themselves in a 
measure citizens of the collegiate world. 

Just p as t his forty-fifth birthday, Acting 
President Shuster has had a distinguished 

inary. 
During this decade, ll e edited college t exts 

and wrote books on such diversified subj ects 
as English literature, Catholic culture, and 
Ge rman civilization, including N ewman
P7'ose and Poetry, English L iterature, The 
Hill of Happiness, T 'he Catholic SlJirit in 
Ame7'ica, The Eternal Magnet, The Catholic 
Church and Current L iterature, The Ger
mans, Strong Man Rules, and L ike a Mighty 
Army. 

More recently he wrote Brother Flo and 
Loole Away, and translated The Flying Mis
sionary by Paul Schulte and The Vatican as 
a ·W orld Power by Joseph Berhart. A vol
ume entitl ed The R iddle of American Jewry 
is scheduled for publication this month. 
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E diting a liberal p cri odi cal di vers ified the 

intellect, he found, but it did not allow much 
concentration on any one subj ect. To bal
ance this condition, he undertook an inten
s ive study of the W eimar R epublic, in which 
he had been inte res tcd since the close of the 
W a r. H e made three trips to Germ any, in 
1933 as an Oberla ender Trust F ellow, and 
was working em this material under a special 
g rant from the Carn egie Corporation through 
th e Social Science R esearch Council when 
called to his present post at Hunter . 

" There is justi ce in transferring my inter
est fr om the W cima r Republic to th c R epub
li c of Women," he said with a chuckle, "for 
it will be a continua tion of the spirit of 
W eimar, in which the position of womcn was 

e ry high." 
l\1 r. Shuster's interest s are as va ried as hi s 

writings. H e is a member of the American 
Christi an Committec for Germ a n Refugees, 
th e Committee for Catholic Refugecs from 

. Germ any, the N ational Council of Survey 
Associates, and the Calvert Associates ; but 
when he; des ires relaxation he g oes up to his 
home in Stamford, Connecticut, and tends 
his rose bushes . H e also is a chcss-playe r 
of parts. 


