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ALUMNAE BREAKFAST

A large number of distinguished guests
helped the Associate Alumnae celebrate the
sixty-ninth birthday of Hunter College and
the fifth anniversary of the presidency of
Doctor Eugeae A. Colligan at the annual
breakfast, held on February 11 at the Astor.

Helen Luckey Simis, President of the As-
sociate Alumnae, the toastmistress, stressed
the unity of staff, students, and alumnae.
She expressed the gratitude of all for a hap-
py vear and for the great progress in the new
building program. The invocation was pro-
nounced by the Rt. Rev. Monsignor Michael
J. Lavelle.

Dr. Frank P. Graves, President of the
University of the State of New York and
State Cecmmissioner of Education, hailed Dr.
Colligan as a man whose life, friendship, and
career have stood well the test of time and
familiarity. “The better we know him,” said
Dr. Graves, ‘“the more we appreciate and
admire him. In his service in the school
system, he has dealt with vexing questions
with deliberateness and sanity, and with all
questions without bias and with an earnest
desire to get at the facts.” Dr. Colligan
has been known, the Commissioner contin-
ued, for the fertility of his ideas, his frank-
ness in expressing them, and his firmness of
character in carrying them out. In conclu-
sion, Dr. Graves characterized the President
as a good citizen and a liberal, humane, fine
specimen of manhood.

Hon. Thomas J. Mangan, Chancellor of
the University of the State of New York,
made a special journey from Binghamton
“to pay tribute to a fine educator, a fine ad-
ministrator, a fine character, a wonderful
leader, and a great man.” He announced
that he brought the best wishes of the Board
of Regents to Dr. Colligan on this anniver-
sary.

Among the other leaders in public life who
greeted Dr. Colligan were Dr. Harold G.
Campbell, Superintendent of Schools of the
City of New York, who called the President’s
work as Associate Superintendent outstand-
ing in its field; Justice James T. Hallinan
of the State Supreme Court; Justice Albert
Cohn, of the Appellate Division; Dr. George
Ryan, former President oi the Board of Ed-
ucation; and Miss Millicent Baum, Secretary
to Mayor LaGuardia.

The family greetings included those of the
Board of Higher Education, the Faculty of
Hunter College, and the student body of the
College. Miss Ruth Lewinson spoke for the
Board of Higher Educc.tion. She warned
that educational problems must be ap-
proached cautiously and should be considered
from more than one point of view; she saw,

she said, an effective alumnae association

lending a hand to Dr. Colligan; and she of-
fered to the President the greetings of her
colleagues on the Board, with the wish for
his continued hea!th and success in his high
office.

Professor Joseph Cummings Chase, rep-
resenting the Faculty, told the Alumnae,
“We like our President better than any other
college faculty likes its President.”

Miss Jean Goodman, President of the Stu-
dent Council, brought the Alumnae the
pledge of support of the student body, a stu-
dent body resolved that “Hunter College
shall be the best college in the world”.

In his response, Dr. Colligan reminded the
audience of the truth that the college will
never be greater than its student bedy and
its alumnae. “My fellows on the Faculty,”
he said, “I salute with esteem. It would be
impossible to assemble a better faculty in
any institution.

“I am proud of our student body. I re-
gard these alert, intelligent young women as
the finest girls,” he continued, “and of the
Alumnae, I am most proud.” The Alumnae,
the President noted, are marked by that
ripened judgment that experience and ma-
turity alone can bring; they best appreciate
and understand what the College means to
the community.

Dr. Colligan then paid special tribute to
Dean Hannah M. Egan, Professor Marie K.
Gallagher, and Mrs. Mary Belden James
Lehn for their outstanding work in “individ-
ualization of the students”. He asserted his
own belief and the verdict of those who un-
derstand this problem that “in no other col-
lege has the problem of individualization of
the student been so perfectly accomplished.
There is available in Hunter College every
service a college should afford to a girl as an
individual.”  Praise was bestowed also on
the work of the Curriculum Comittee under
the chairmanship of Professor Philip R. V.
Curoe, described by the President as “one
of the finest characters and most intelligent
minds”.

Dr. Colligan’s final salute was for the
“most glorious body of womanhood, the stu-
dent body and the Alumnae of Hunter Col-
lege”. In conclusion, he expressed his sin-
cerest and most grateful appreciation for the
anniversary celebration.

Miss Regina C. M. Burke, the new Associ-
ate Superintendent of Schools, a member of
the Alumnae, offered her appreciation to the
fine women and men of the early Hunter
College; their higli ideals, she said, had
shaped her professional life. She reminded
the Alumnae that Hunter graduates pledge
their service to the city, and that all may
render some service in some way.

John Kieran, son of the late President
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James M. Kieran, Sports Editor of the New
York Times, famous as radio’s Information
Please expert, told the Alumnae that he had
often been asked how he learned so much;
he reported that he had acquired some knowl-
edge through his association with people and
some by reading; some things, he said, had
been hammered into him. To demonstrate
the effectiveness of the last method, Mr.
Kieran quoted a long Latin admonition which
had graced the blackboard daily in one of
his classrooms in City College. We learn a
little by listening and a little by looking,
Mr. Kieran concluded.

Miss Mabel Sullivan, winner of the com-
petiticn among the students for the best Val-
entine to Hunter College, read her winning
“composition. The Silver Anniversary Greet-
ings of the Class of 1914 were presented by
Miss Marie K. Gallagher, and the Golden
Anniversary Greetings of the Class of 1889
by Mrs. Resa Reigelman Heintz. Both class-
es were well represented at the Breakfast.

The newly organized Alumnae Choir, un-
der the direction of Mr. Anders Emile, made
its debut in two groups of songs; the first
included “Orpheus with His Lute”, by Ger-
man, and “Come Away, Sweet Love”, by
Miller, and in the second group were Mil-
ler’s “Sing We and Chant It” and “The
Sleigh”, by Kountz-Baldwin. The tradition-
al “Ivy Leaf” and “Fame” were sung by the
Choir and all the Alumnae. Music was fur-
nished by the Hunter College Orchestra un-
der the direction of Miss Beatrice Brown.

The beautiful and thrilling birthday cake
ceremony was repeated once again; as usual,
the Hunter College Alumnae Committee of
the Lenox Hill Neighborhood Association had
presented the cake.

Mrs. Genevieve Burke Crotty was Chair-
man of the Committee which planned this
Breakfast, and made it such an interesting
and enjoyable function. Additional guests
included Mrs. Harold G. Campbell, Dr. anl
Mrs. Laurence L. Cassidy, Professor A.
Brederick Cohen, Dr. Paul Dawson KEddy,
Mrs. Leslie Graff, Miss Jenny Hunter, Col.
John Mangan, Dean Emeritus Annie Hickin-
bottom Mills, Mrs. William C, Popper, Mrs.
Carl Shoup, Mrs. Emanuel van Dernoot, Miss
Miriam Kovner, Miss Lillian Herlich, and
Miss Lillian Rosovsky. JurLia Durry.





