-in which ydu are penslized not only for your own errors, but for the errors, sometimes
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My interest in Hunter College grows out of my knowledgé of the contributi%k}!? f
your graduates have made for so meny years in the public service, private enterprises, y
and the sphere of the home, - i 1

What I personally think of your gradustes you can determine for yourselves when :
I say to you that I married one of them. And so I am bound to your college by a tie of
affection,

You are about %o be graduated into the society of educeted men and women.EHere in

your school years at Hunter College you have received from the great city of which you
are citizens the advantag-s of a higher education at the publie charge. This was your
right, and the city's duty. Free publiec education has been the cornerstone of democrabtiec
institutions. Without & eitizenship fully informed on the problems and responsibilities
of liberty through self-government,democracies cannot survive. In e great city suech as
New York, with a population larger than that of many European states, with problems
imposed by the engineering complexities of modern building , transportation, and instrusc::
ments of work end play, knowledge iémfﬁdispensable equipment of every citizen. +he city,
in the name of the common good even more than for your private and personal benefit,aims ‘
to provide you with that knowledge. And not with knowledge only. It hopes that you have
learned to think for yourselves, to analyze, to inquire, to judge impartially, freely,
and independently, and with all the facts before you, on &ll the issues of our common
life.

Unless you are able to do this,your education will have failed you,and you your-
selves will have failed in your natural endeavor to realize for yourselves the ideal of
a good life.,

When you stepfrom school into the wide: world, you step from a scene in which
you are protected in some degree from the consequences of wour own errors into a scene

even for the crimes, of your fellow-citizens. To protect ourselves from such penalization
is one of the prifie objeets of the democratic organization of the community. It 1s an
aspect of the democratic view of life which recognizes that &ll human beings, régardless
of creed or race or sex, are endowed with certain inalienable rights, and are equally
entitled to life, to liberty, and to the pursuit of happiness. The function of your
¢ity is to secure those rights for you. The funetion of each and every citizen is to
see that his citv is so governed, so administered, that those riechts will be secure
for each and every citizen, that there shall be Justice for all and privileges for none.
You have heard in recent years many times aboubt the New Deal. Let me remind you that |
thaf Hew Deal is nothing more than the 0ld American ideal of Democracy under the new <
conditions of life of the great commumnity built by means of industry and science. Dong i;‘
ago, when the old American ideal of equality and freedom was launched as & program of
the national life, men realized that to maintain it was to wege a persistant war against
the powers that prey, sgainst passions of greed, prejudice, injustice and intolerance
that ever lurk and pounce upon the liberties of the rank end file of ﬂuman beings. Not .
alone eternal vigilance, also efternal labor, elernal battle are the price of these liberties. j@
Your eity should be the guard end the palladium of these liberties. But a ity &
can be only what its citizens make it. It can rise no higher than its accredited and

_R_ Moy e
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representative les ders. It can stand no firmer than tlclr loyalty and devotion to
he Citl&“Ad’ welfare enabled it to stand. The duties and responsibilities of leader-
ship fall in the first instance on those who have had the benefits of free higher
education, who have learned to know the meaning of a beautiful, a healthy, a well-
governed eity for the life of the citizens. Sueh duties and responsibilities of
leadership devolve upon you, graduates of the Class of 1934 of Hunter College, as
you step out from the protection of the walls of your Alme Maeter into the risks and
struggles of business and the professions. Love y~*fc ty. Be loyal to her. Protect
her fal name. Help to build her broad and safe and beautiful, that she may be &
joy and a pride to you and a joy and a security to those that follow afser you.

In the name of her Chief llag] as well as for myself, I feliecitate
our privileges in the w&:t. ; 4 co*r"fuul te you on your opportunities for

he b ser¥ice of citizensh in the future. We rely upon you to serve loyally
the democratic ideals of oul 1! Aathﬂ, v working together with those who seek to
rebuild the chief city of ouwr Republic in the forms of integrity, beauty, and
hobility. I bid you go forth. I bid you be breve. You will be confronted on all
sides with temptations to greed, to prejudice, to intolersmce, 1o anti-democratic
i@mmkx exploitation. Fight! You may lose, but dishonor is not in losing a bravely-
fought battle for the right and the good bub in a cowardlv endeavor to flee from the
ineviteble warfare which a love of righteousness end goocdness and freedom imposes.,
¥ight, then. You are the bulwatk of our eity. c 1* hopes for you are hig And
God speed you on your waey. i

you o
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The President asked about the
possibility of distributing
Mr. Eisner's speech together
with that of Dr. Lyons. It

is attached., It could be mime
eographed veyy quickly if the
President wishes it done. Mis:
Egan asked whether Mr. Eisner‘:
permission to do this had been
obtained. The diplomes will

not be given out for at least

_a week.
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ADDRESS OF MARK EISNER, CHAIRMAN OF THE 4
BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION, COLLMENCEMENT (@
EXERCISES OF HUNTUR COLLEGE, WEDNESDAY Q»

MORNING, JUNE 13TH, 1934.

‘This is the season when from thousands of platforms
throughout the nation speeches are being made, having for their
purpose either to give sage advice to young people who are
venturing forth into the arena of life, or merely to furnish
a convenient means for public men to express their opinion on
the problems of the day.

Presumably our young men end women who ere gradusting
from college may be termed "educated youth” and especially
in times sueh as these they look for & message of hope and good
cheer. They are anxiously seeking the answer to a number of
questions, such as: VWhere are the opportunities in America
todey? How ean I obtain occupation whieh will afford me ability
further to improve my mind and establish a home and a family?
Whet is going to be done for the thousands upon thousands of
youths wandering over the land from eity to ecity who are today
without ebility to obtain oeccupation, however much they try?
What is to be done for the millions whom & short-sighted poliey
is now depriving of education becsuse funds which should be
devoted to education ere still being wasted in other directions?
How can we take care of our millions of unemployed in & mammer
which will preserve their self-respect as American citizens?
And finally, how can the general prosperity and welfare of our

nation be restored?



2,

The answers to these questions are not to be found in
bambastievspeaches about nationsl ideals; magniloquent references
to the past will not serve to glve the farmer a livelihood
or open the factory door to the reemployment of the worker.
Criticism without suggestion will never finance states and
municipalities so tﬁat schools that have beenlelused will be
reopened.

Growth of population and faeilities of transportation
have clamped limits upon space and scientific and mechanical
development have intensified almost without bounds the ability
to produce, so that every day witnesses the inereasingly
successful drive of mankind to facilitate production and at the
same time save labor.

Let us therefore remember that the nineteenth century is
gone and with it a good deel of its economic theory and sociology.

When I read miny of the declarations announced at
gatherings of so-called leaders of thought and in many commence-
ment addresses, 1 cannot help feeling that the people who utter
them would accurately fit Augustine Birrell's deseription of
the House of Lords - "They represent nobody but themselves and
they enjoy the full confidence of their constitutents.”

The Constitution of the United States has justified the
wisdom of its conception because it has withstood end is still
sustaining the shoeck of economic upheaval. It is proving itselfl
sufficiently broad to embrace measures of relief and of readjust-

ment without doing violence to its essential fabrie. It has
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permitted the Federal Government to engagé in activities which
in the emergency have been beyond the ability of the states.

Those who deery the fact that the Federal Government has
reached out to o things which may be properly within the
province of the states ignore the fact that legislation usually
springs from necessity; thet the demand comes from the people.
Unemployment creates a national emergency and therefore the
people demand national action to correct it. Agricultural meal-
ad justment is & national disaster and the people cannot look
to the states for its correction. Overproduction of consumable
goods glves rise to business panie and control of production
must be menaged nationally.

It is no fault of the national government that the
states have fallen down in matters of relief. éongress would
not heve Lad to enact a kidnapping law if such & simple thing
as the apprehension of criminals had been properly taken care
of by the states., Nor would there have been a demand for
Congress to pass laws to regulate security exchanges if the
states had been alert to proteet their own citizens and those
of other states by adequate legislation. Finally, whether we
like it or not, even if we think of it as a restriction of
nstural freedom, we must be brought to & realization that forces
created by ourselves, yet stronger than ourselves, will compel
this nation to plan its economy whether by control of production
or by an extended method of processing texation to accomplish
the purpose of giving to the eonsﬁming publie its physical needs
and requirmments and to gratify its right to leisure and cultural
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development, <his program even if inevitable, should be
developed slowly and rationally.

The impatience which many people displey because the
general recovery program of the United States has not worked
fast enough for them should not be permitted to be capitalized
by those who for selfish ends would encompass its defeat ir-
respective of consequences. Those who expect that complete pro-
sperity should already be here and are disappointed because it
is not, remind me of the story of the Indiana farmer's son who
went to read law in an office in a nelghboring town. After he
had been there for tliree days he returned home, His father
asked him, "Bill, how do you like the 1law?" and Bill answered
gloomily, "It ain't what its cracked up to bej; I'm sorry 1
learned it".

To those who are carrying out the various plans of
recovery and especially to those who may be working on outlines
of & planned economy, one simple warning should be given.
Sveryone knows that it is & cardinal mistake in painting, for
example, to forget the entire mass which constitutes the general
sub jeet which is being depicted by the artist's brush and to
become interested in some detail which is worked over to an
inordinate degree. The reault‘in always poor, if not complete
feilure, It 1s easy to fall into the same mistake in executing
a program as ambitious as the Nlational Industrial Recovery Act,
and that mistake has in fact been iade in this connection and is
now in process of rectification. Many instances are to be found

where those in charge of the Recovery Adainistration have be=-
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come too greatly luterested iln detalls and have over-
emphesized them %o the detriment of the rest of the program.
This is sn error which must be earefully avolded in every
step following & broad national seheme of recovery and econ-
omie :miuunm.,

I cannot help feeling optimistic when I view the
prospects of the cless of 1934 and compere them with 1832,
You have seen many changes in the course of two ymn and I
ean safely say that they all work in the direetlon of stability
and the maintenance of the fundamental American institutions
end position, You will have the eavisble privilege of partici-
pating in an ere of great progress for the benefit of the |
me jJor portion of ocur population., You will elther agree with
those in charge of governmentel affeirs or you may disagree,
Let your approval not be servile end let your eritiecisa not be
merely obstructive, Government is entitled to co-operation in
the scecomplishment of good and it should welcome honest oriti-
elam of wint is bad or debatable. The wisdom of the framers of
the americsn constitution, in my epinion, is now demonstrated
anew in another nspiat. Wherens 1t used to be my ceonvietion
that the election of & new House of Hepresentatives and neart of
the Senate every two years was too frequent, 1 now can appreciate
the wisdom of this provision. ‘In eritical times the people
should be enebled to rid thesselves promptly of leglislators
who are not windful of the true needs of the Nation and who
aet for purely selfish or politicel motives, and in this respsct
I inelude members of the majority party eand also those who
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represent opposition for the sake of opposition. At the same
time the populece is afforded an opportunity seasonably to
endorse the acts of the administration in power and with equal
promptitude to prevent it from a continuation of detrimental
legislation. You are being graduated at a time when your
opinions and your voices will carry weight if they are
patriotically and disinterestedly formed and expressed.

(Conclusion impromptu)



Commencement Address by the Hon, RUTE LEWINSOHN,
member of the Board of Higher Zducation, :
Cror Trustee of Hunter College.
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xéif&uelectod fellow alumnae of Hunter College =
This is the 13th of June and your ltieky day. It is my lucky day
" too becsuse I have now completed my thirteenth year of service as
a Trustee of Hunter College, repaying to the City of New York ’
in faithful service what I owe Lor the splendid education which
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the ity has given me, You current graduates, together with those
of us who have gone before, are the tradition of Hunier College.
You are the link between the past and the future, with & debt of
gratitude to pay and a service to render. All those who come
after will look to you for encouragement and for the continuance
of the fair name of Hunter throughout the land. You ean never
tell how you will be ealled upon to serve,

In 1933, when the class of 1873 of City College was to
celebrate its 60th reunion 2nd my good father ealled the boys
together, as he had done regularly for sixty years, the valedictor-
ian of the class of '73, then nearly eighty years old, ssid to me:
"I am not going to the Alumni Dimmer; I sm just a 'h#a been' nowt
my answer was: "John, you must go besause the youth of today is
going out into the world feeling disheartened and discouraged and
if they see the ten of you, survivors of the elsss of '73, sturdy,
aslert and happy, snd realize that you have weathered three panies,
it will give them new courage.”

1.



This is not a gloomy world; it is a thrilling time 1p
which to live and make a contribution. We who have gone before
have made the way easier for any woman in a learned profession,
provided that women takes it in her stride, doing her work con-
scientiously and well, never striving to imitate the men, being
herself at all times, neither imitating thé masculine nor trading
on her femininity. New fields have been opened, new opportunitien
offer, and there is always the prospect of a happy marriage and
a full life as wife and mother,

Take your place in the world of affairs which welcomes
you: allying yourself with such causes as make & genuine appeal
to your intelligent understanding, never allowing yourself to be
led as a sheep, but never joining the pack in full ery with
hysterical abandon and unreasoned zeal. If your education has
done anything for you, it will have made you tolerant of the
views of others, not only in spiritual matters, but in world
affairs., It will have trained you to think slearly and to express
yourself, not in empty catch phrases, not with a view to occupying
the limelight, not set on destroying what generations have
evolved, but always with a high degree of reason, restralnt and
good taste,

Government is the business of the governed as well as
of those in office. Take seriously your civiec responsibility

and participate in the management and control of civie affalrs.

2.



women made & strong and long fight for sufirage, but having

hed it granted them, they have never made the fullest use of

their new powere The aver(\ge citizen of to-day, is, bucause of
economic siress, bocause of increased leisure, wund because the
radio has brought gowernuent into his houme, far more civie
conscious than ever bufore. The fiflwd of political economy is
everybody's playground to-days and the socisl scleunces have cne-
listed the interest of countless thousands who formerly were
content to go on from day to day scarcely awsre that there was
gsuch & thi. g as governuent which was worthy of their attention.
The awakensd civiec conseiousness is itself & good result Afrom
hard times .Formerly Xings and cabinets mude goveramental changesy
to=day the peoyle thesselvos in trade associmtionsy in organized
groups and by their representation in international c¢onfcrences
have brought sbout much thaet is vital in the "new deal”. Young
men ave sypointed to high places in the uwffuirs of state., Yours,
is & great opportunity, living ws you do ai & time when years are
not alone synonymous with wisdom, when youth is no longer a handicap.
Be a participating citizens



Give back %o the City in service as 2 good end aotivé
sitizen what it has gemerously given you in free
edusation. Give dack with us to the College in
loyalty what it has given you in patient guldance

_m&m«



By
ALEXANDER LYONS, M.A,, Ph. D.




TO THE
GRADUATES OF HUNTER COLLEGE
JUNE NINETEEN THIRTY-FOUR

I wonder whether you have thought
In moments deep with insight fraught,
How rich you are in gift divine

To wing your soul to heights sublime.

Vast ages contribution brought
Unto your making to be wrought,
That ultimately you might stand
The master-work of Heaven’s hand.

Great things by you have been achieved,
You've conquered joys, you've pains relieved.
And yet far greater goals await

The soul that soars to Heaven's gate.

God’s bounty ne’er has reached its end,

To each it doth vast riches lend,

As each on spirit’s wing may try
=To loftier heights of worth to fly.

Such are you, divine heir of God,
A soulful seed grown in earth’s sod.
Grow ever more in grateful grace,
Reflecting thus God’s smiling face.

Dr. ALEXANDER Lyons.

PEAKING at the exerciSes of graduation

of Hunter College, at Carnegie Hall,

June 13th, Dr. Alexander Lyons of the
Eighth Avenue Temple, Brooklyn, said in
part:

Never has woman had a greater oppor-
tunity and privilege than she faces today.
The world is in transition. Many problems
are thus projected into our lives. We must
have a new economic order. Selfish compe-
tition must yield to social cooperation. We
are part of an organic world-order from
which we must not and cannot separate our-
selves.

There must be a new motivation of ethics
and morality. Fear of punishment and ex-
pectation of material reward must be re-
placed with something better. Fear leads
to criminal cleverness. Conduct for the
sake of reward improperly interpreted con-
duces to commercialism. We shall need to
give larger place in our ethical life to the
inspiration of admiration and emulation.
True worth ultimately wins.

Religion is suffering a deplorahle slump.
The Church needs to be revitalized. There
is too much mechanism, ceremonialism and
creedalism, with the result that sanctity has
been displaced by sanctimony and supersti-
tion. Religion must become a compelling
consciousness of the desire of man to emu-
late what he has good reason to helieve is
the highest conception of God.

The prevalence of persistent peace must
be secured to the world. The insanity, fu-
tility and superfluity of war is now gener-
ally recognized. And yet the world is in-
secure with mutual suspicion. The presence
and exhibition of the naval fleet in New
York Harbor signifies that we do not con-
sider the world safe and must be prepared
for a possible outbreak of war. Accord-
ingly T am more depressed than stimulated

when I contemplate the enginery of warfare
upon which is lavished such vast expendit-
ure of scientific achievement and material
means sorely needed for other purposes in
a progressive civilization.

Nationalism has become an exclusive,
domineering insularity. It must receive a
new connotation and expression. It is be-
coming increasingly an organized selfishness
wherein, as in Germany, a spurious racialism
and the assertion of brute styength are
trampling under foot many of the most
precious attainments and achievements of
history. Nationalism must be made to con-
tribute to international humanitarianism,
Otherwise it will spell the doom of human
kind.

These and many allied problems confront
woman today with a rare opportunity and
privilege. We have too long had a man-made
civilization. It must now be supplemented
with a contribution of the world’s women,

In this situation the educated woman must
be especially active and contributive. She
is the product of a long history into which
have entered rich elements of 1deal aspira-
tion and practical achievement. This she
has reinforced with the attainments of years
of studious application under the inspiration
and direction of highly competent instruct-
ors. With this inheritance and cultural con-
quest she links the possible power of an
irresistible personal charm. But this is in-
sufficient. Educational culture and personal
charm must be supplemented and crowned
with positiveness of moral character funda-
mental to which is a compelling sense of
responsibility for a proper employment of
one’s powers in the utilization of one’s op-
portunities. In other words, the educated
woman should be practically interested in
some form of religious identification and
effort. I cire not for the name. There is
inspirat'onal dynamic value in every form



of church aspiration as long as it is sin-
cerely and seriously motivated by a desire
to conform human conduct to what our best
intelligence believes to be the noblest con-
cepion of The Supreme Being. Such a con-
struct‘on of her culture commits the edu-
cated woman to service unto the realization
of a better and happier world.

To such commitment every graduate of
our great Hunter College should feel called
and consecrated. It is not only a debt to
her Alma Mater, it is the repayment of an
obligation to the community, the country
and through these to humanity.

Abundant encouragement awaits her ef-
fort. One of the greatest contributions to
the cause of peace was made by the im-
pulse furnished by Baroness Von Suttner’s
remarkable book, “Ground Arms.” The
salvage of human life has had vast his-
toric addition from Florence Nightingale.
The realm of economics has received
substantial enrichment  from Alice Webb.
The practice of medicine has been immeas-
urably aided by the genius of Madame Cur-
ie. And in the sphere of higher social
achievement in American life what wealth
of stimulus lies in the examples of a Jane
Addams, a Frances Perkins and Mrs. Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt who might loll in the lap
of luxury but prefers even the strenuous-
ness of self-sacrificing beneficence. With
such examples of womanly capability what
might the powerful combination of culture
and character of the college graduate not
accomplish if properly applied !

According to Biblical story man’s world
found its completion through God's cre-
ation of woman who was placed at his side.
Her place is still at his side as inspirer and
as contributing helper. In cooperative cor-
bination they will hasten the oncoming of
God’s Kingdom of Righteousness in a world
of greater material and moral worth for
cach and all of God’s human children.

Copies of this pamphlet without cost upon appli-
cation to
RABBI ALEXANDER LYONS, Ph. D.
225 Lincoln Place Brooklyn, N. Y.
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