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EDF 704/ Williams 
February 15, 2005 
Tony Doyle, tdoyle@hunter.cuny.edu 
 
1. Scholarly or refereed journals.  
 
2. Identifying keywords and putting a search together.  
 
a. How significant generally is ethnic or racial identity to adolescents? 
c. Do teenagers having sexual relations do less well in school than those who generally avoid sex? 
d. How can the arts, dance, or theater promote adolescent development? 
 
2a. Combining your keywords in a search (See http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/tdoyle, General Searching 
Strategies, for a tutorial.) 
 
3. Hunter online databases: http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/webres.htm 
 
4. Databases that we will be looking at: 
Academic Search Premier (EBSCO): provides access to scholarly and non-scholarly literature across 
disciplines back to the mid 1970s; has lots of full text 
Education Full Text (Wilson): indexes scholarly and non-scholarly education literature; has some full text. 
ERIC (EBSCO): indexes scholarly and professional literature in education as well as ERIC documents; has 
some full text (Note: ERIC hasn’t been updated since late 2003) 
Psycinfo (EBSCO): indexes scholarly and professional literature in psychology; has some full text 
 
5. Access from off campus: the proxy server. I recommend that you sign up for the proxy server as soon as 
possible. This will give you complete access to the online full text that Hunter subscribes to. To sign up 
online go to http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/proxy.htm. Make sure you’ve gotten a barcode from the 
circulation desk of the third floor of the library; you’ll need it to sign up for the proxy server. (Even without 
the proxy server, you can get remote access to those databases that feature the green house. Just click on it 
and enter your library barcode.) 
 
6. Academic Search Premier: Getting in. From http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/webres.htm click on  
 

 
 
7. Suppose you’re looking for scholarly articles on topic 2b above. In the first box type adolescen* or 
teen*; in the second box type sex*; and in the third box type achiev*. (Note: you can roughly double your 
results by typing achiev* or grades in the third box.) 
 

 
  
8. Notice that you can limit your results in different ways. Check Peer Reviewed Journals below to limit 
your search to scholarly articles.   
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9. Results. Some articles offer HTML full text (generally just the text), PDF full text (the text as it actually 
appeared in the magazine or journal), or both. Note: if you need to cite the page number(s) of articles, then 
you generally need PDF. See below to determine whether or not Hunter owns a journal that isn’t available 
in full text through Academic Search Premier. 
 

 
 
10. Emailing results: Once into the article or its abstract click on E-mail. 
 

 
 
11. ERIC in EBSCO: Getting in. From http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/webres.htm click on the yellow 
rectangle to the left of ERIC - Education (EBSCO). 
 

  
 
12. Using the Thesaurus in ERIC. You consult the thesaurus to determine the vocabulary that the database 
uses for your topic. (Note: The Thesaurus functions the same way in Pyscinfo.) 
 
13. In the Browse for box type teenagers. 
 

 
 
14. If the term that you’ve chosen isn’t a Thesaurus term, ERIC will often refer you to the term that is. 
 

 
 
15. You can then use the thesaurus terms that you find for fruitful keyword searches. 
 
16. Combining Academic Search Premier, Eric, and Psycinfo. You can search any of the EBSCO databases 
jointly. The searching software is nearly the same for all databases.  
 
17. From http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/webres.htm choose 
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18. This will present you with a menu of databases from EBSCO. By default Academic Search Premier is 
selected. Scroll down and select ERIC and Psycinfo as well. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
19. Then click Continue at the bottom of your screen. 
 
20. Limiting your results to peer reviewed journals in EBSCO databases. You have to do this separately for 
ERIC and Psycinfo. Scroll down beneath the search boxes. 
 

a. For Academic Search Premier choose Peer Reviewed 
b. For ERIC, beside Journal or Document, select Journal Articles.  
c. For Psycinfo, beside Publication Type, select Peer Reviewed Journal. 

 
21. Education Full Text (Wilson). Although not nearly as comprehensive as ERIC, Education Full Text 
indexes peer-reviewed journals and non-peer-reviewed journals, a good many of which are in full text. 
From http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/webres.htm click on the yellow rectangle next to Education Full Text. 

 
 
22. Searching. Note that you can limit your search to peer reviewed journals. 
 

 
 
23. Sorting. By default the database sorts (i.e. lists) your results by relevance; the percentages to the left of 
citations indicate how relevant articles are to your search. You can also sort by date or title, author, and so 
on. The icons to the left of citations indicate what type of full text, HTML or PDF, the article comes in.  
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24. Tracking down online (electronic) articles. From http://library.hunter.cuny.edu, click on 
 on the left side of your screen. Type in the name of the magazine or journal you’re 

seeking. If Hunter owns it electronically, you will find information about holdings and links to the full text. 
 
25. Sample search. Suppose you want to know whether Hunter has electronic access to The Journal of 
Personality, August 2003. Type journal of personality in the search box. 
 

 
 
26. Finding articles not available electronically. Not everything is available electronically. When you don’t 
find what you need in Electronic Journals, you have to go into CUNY+ and do a title search under the name 
of the journal. From http://library.hunter.cuny.edu (the Hunter Library Homepage) choose CUNY+. 
 

 
 
27. Enter the journal title, journal of teacher education, in the lower box, under Browse Alphabetical List.  

 
 
28. This will give you an alphabetical list of titles; select the title you’re looking for.   
 

 
 
29. Note Format field. Serial indicates magazine, newspaper, or journal. Click on Hunter-Main to get 
information about dates that Hunter has and where the journal is kept. 
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30. Finding books in CUNY+. Bear in mind that a scholarly book is itself a kind of database, since it 
contains a bibliography. 
 
31. Searching. Suppose you’re looking for books on the moral development of adolescents. Choose Guided 
Search from the menu towards the top of your screen and enter the search that you see below.  
 

 
 
 
32. This should give you roughly 30 results. Click on that number to look at your results.  
 
33. To determine the call number click on Hunter-Main. 
 

 
34. Call number, status, and due date. 
 

 


