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English 120.81/Banks 
March 17, 2005 
Tony Doyle 
  
1. Scholarly vs. non-scholarly journals 
 
1a. Useful encyclopedia: Encyclopedia of Psychology, 8 Volumes. On the 4th floor at BF31.E52 2000. 
Contains annotated bibliographies. 
  
2. Identifying keywords. Try to pick out the keywords in the examples below. 
a. Is resilience learned or is it innate or inborn? 
b. What’s the connection between depression and lack of resilience? 
c. What measures, if any, are being taken to warn vulnerable people future tsunamis? 
 
 3. Combining keywords with and and or. (See for http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/tdoyle; General Searching 
Strategies for online version.) 
  
4. Access from home: the proxy server. I recommend that you sign up for the proxy server as soon as 
possible. This will give you complete access to the online full text that Hunter subscribes to. To sign up 
online go to http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/proxy.htm. Make sure you’ve gotten a barcode to stick on you id 
from the circulation desk of the third floor of the library; you’ll need it to sign up for the proxy server. 
  
5. EBSCO databases: Academic Search Premier and Psyc Articles. EBSCO/Academic Search Premier is a 
very extensive database for scholarly journals and popular magazines, going back to the 1970s. Roughly 
half of articles from the early 90s onward are full text; roughly 70% of articles published since the late 90s 
are full text. Psyc Articles contains the full text of 52 leading journals in psychology. Both databases are 
available from http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/webres.htm. 
(For a tutorial on ASP see http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/tdoyle; Searching Academic Search Premier) 
  
6. Searching Academic Search Premier and Psyc Articles simultaneously. From 
http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/webres.htm click on 

 
  
6a. Then choose Academic Search Premier and Psyc Articles, and click on Continue. 

 

 
 

 
7. Suppose you’re interested in topic 2b above. In the top box type resilience; in the second box type 
depress* 
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8. Sorting by relevance. By default the results in Academic Search Premier are listed, or sorted, by date. 
The drop down in the top right hand corner of the citation box will allow you to re-sort your results by 
relevance. 
  

 
  
9. Looking at results. Clicking on article’s title will get you the article’s full record (see below). Some 
articles offer HTML full text (generally just the text), PDF full text (the text as it actually appeared in the 
magazine or journal), or both. Note: if you need to cite the page number(s) of articles, then you need PDF. 
It’s also possible to email the article; click on the E-mail link at the top of the page. 
  

 
  
10. Lexis-Nexis http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/webres.htm  (For a tutorial on Lexis-Nexis see 
http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/tdoyle.) 
  
11. Finding articles from The New York Times in Lexis-Nexis. Access Lexis-Nexis from 

http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/webres.htm. 
  

12. Then choose . 
  
13. Conducting a search. There are five steps, the first three of which are mandatory. 
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14. Step one: Select General News. 
  

 
  
15. Step two: select Major Papers. 
  
16. Step three: Suppose you’re interested in finding articles that The New York Times has published over 
the last five years about why women are more likely to suffer from depression than men. In the top box 
type depress! (Note: the exclamation point functions as the truncation symbol in Lexis-Nexis.) In the 
second box type women. And in the third box type men.  
  

17. Step four: change date to Previous five years. 
  
18. Step five: type new york times (This will (more or less) limit your search to The Times.) 
  

 
  
19. Results. L-N gives you your results chronologically. Results are automatically listed (sorted) by date, 

with the most recent article first. You can re-sort by relevance by clicking on .  
  
20. Finding a database to fit your topic. From http://library.hunter.cuny.edu/webres_gateway.htm choose 
Databases by Subject. 
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21. How to determine whether Hunter has electronic access to certain journals. First, from 
http://library.hunter.cuny.edu click on  on the left side of your screen. Type in the 
name of the magazine or journal you’re seeking.  
 

 
  
22. If Hunter owns it, you will find information about holdings and links to the full text. 
 

 
  
23. Finding articles not available electronically. Not everything is available electronically. When you don’t 
find what you need in Electronic Journals, you have to go into CUNY+ and do a title search under the name 
of the journal. From http://library.hunter.cuny.edu (the Hunter Library Homepage) choose CUNY+. 
  

 
  
24. Suppose you’re looking for Harper’s magazine. In the lower box, under Browse Alphabetical List, 
enter harpers.   

 
  
25. This will give you an alphabetical list of titles; select the title you’re looking for.   
  

 
  
26. Note Format field. Serial indicates magazine, newspaper, or journal. Click on Hunter-Main to get 
information about dates that Hunter has and where the journal is kept. 
  

 
 
 
27. Searching for a book on a certain topic.  From http://library.hunter.cuny.edu (the Hunter Library 
Homepage) choose CUNY+. 
  

 
  
28. Suppose you’re interested in finding books on women and depression. In the top (keyword) box type 
women and depression.      
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29. Getting the call number. Click on Hunter-Main (or Hunter Reserve) under Holdings. 
  

 
  
30. Looking at the full record. Clicking on the title of the book will give you the full record for the book, 
including the book’s subjects (that is, what the book is about). 
  
31. Books as databases. You should remember that non-fiction books often have bibliographies. Hence they 
can be excellent places to start looking for references to articles or other books on your topic. 
  

32. Expanding your search to all of CUNY: Click on  towards the top of your 
screen. 
  
  
  
  
  
 


