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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Ruth F. Brenner was born on 20 October 1900, in New York City. Brenner graduated from Gitls
High School on 26 June 1919, and four years later received a Bachelor of Arts from Adelphi College
in 1923. Brenner continued her education by acquiring a Masters of Arts in Social Work from
Columbia University on 25 October 1964; a diploma in Social Work from the New York School of
Social Work on 19 April 1967, and finally certification as a Social Worker, from the University of the
State of New York, on 19 June 1967.

Professor Brenner worked at numerous sites as a caseworker, supervisor, and executive director.
Among the agencies that she worked for were included the Women’s Prison Association in N.Y.C,,
the St. Louis Children’s Aid Society, the Community Service Society, the Free Synagogue Child
Adoption Committee, the Newark Children’s Aid Society, and the Youth Bureau of Community
Service Society. Professor Brenner was hired as a lecturer in the Hunter College School of Social
Work and as a Field Instructor with the Family Court of the State of New York, Support and
Conciliation Term and served in these positions from 1958 to 1975.

The paucity of existing documents in this collection sheds little light on the professional and private
life of Ruth F. Brenner. However, Professor Hernandez-Delgado expects to expound on this brief
biographical sketch as new information on Professor Brenner becomes available.




SCOPE AND CONTENT NOTE

The Ruth F. Brenner Papers consists of lecture notes, correspondence, certificates and diplomas,
correspondence, publications, papers, and newspaper articles. The bulk of the collection includes
papers and publications that Brenner gathered throughout her career as a social worker and as a field
worker in the Hunter College School of Social Work. Various aspects of the social work profession
are covered in many of the papers, speeches, and periodical articles.




SERIES DESCRIPTION

Series I — Personal and Biographical Information

This series consists of certificates and diplomas that Professor Ruth F. Brenner received between the
years 1923 and 1967 and they are arranged chronologically.

Series II — Hunter College

This series consists of correspondence, notebooks, papers, presentations, and published articles. The
notebooks are from courses Brenner took at Hunter College from 1983 to 1985 and range in
coverage from Ancient Jewish History to United States Foreign Policy. Brenner’s addresses, articles,
and papers range in topics from foster homes, psychiatric Social Work, child guidance, unmarried
mothers, adoptive parents, and social work education.

Series III — Writings By Other Authors

Subseries 3.1 Articles
Subseries 3.2 Papers

Subseries 3.1 and 3.2 are works that Brenner gathered throughout her professional career. The
works range in topics from child welfare, tolerance, family, and marriage to child development,
identity, etc. The writings are arranged alphabetically by surname, article, and/or publication.

Series IV — Reports
This series consists of reports that Professor Brenner gathered from the 1940’s to the 1970’s.
Series V — Publications

This series consists of publications that Professor Brenner gathered between 1958 and 1973.




CONTAINER LIST

SERIES I - PERSONAL AND BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION

Box Folder Contents

1 Certificates and Diplomas
Girls High School Diploma, June 26, 1919

Adelphi College, Bachelor of Arts Diploma, June 14, 1923

Columbia University, Masters of Social Work Diploma,
October 25, 1964

New York School of Social Work Diploma from The
Charity Organization Society, April 19, 1967

The University of the State of New York Education
Department-Certified Social Worker, June 19, 1967

SERIES IT - HUNTER COLLEGE

Correspondence
Incoming, 1935 - 1987
Outgoing, 1965 - 1976

Notebooks
F.D.B. Seminar, July 5 - 13, 1963

American Jewish History, 1984

History of U.S. Foreign Policy, 1983
Twentieth Century American History, 1983

History of the U.S. Foreign Policy, 1984
Ancient Jewish History, 1985

Medieval and Modern Jewish History, 1985




SERIES IT - HUNTER COLLEGE
Box Folder Contents

Notebooks
Masterpieces of Ancient Hebraic Literature in Translation, 1987

Modern Jewish History, 1986

Rise of the U.S. As a World Power, 1984

Twentieth - Century U.S. history, 1983

Brenner, Ruth F. “Developing and Maintaining Foster Homes,”
November 18, 1949

---. “Development of Psychiatric Social Work in the New York State
Hospitals,” n.d.

---. A Follow-Up Study of Students Placed in the Hunter College
School of Social Work Family Court Field Unit (1961-1974),
June 23, 1976.

Addresses
Brenner, Ruth F. “Cultural Implications for a Child Guidance Clinic
in a Court Setting,” n.d.

---. “Helping the Child in the Foster Home to Develop a Sense of
Responsibility.” New Jersey Council, November 30, 1948

---. Opportunities for Graduate Social Work Education at Brooklyn
State Hospital (October 1960 - May, 1961), June 15, 1961,

Articles
Brenner, Ruth F. “Case Work Service for Unmartied Mothers.”
Reprint from the The Family: Journal of Social Case Work,
(1941): 1-16. Originally Report of a Seminar of the St.
Louis Children’s Aid Society and St. Louis Provident
Association.

---. “The Selection of Adoptive Parents: A Casework
Responsibility.” Child Welfare League of America, Inc. Bulletin,
(December, 1946): 1-6.




SERIES IT - HUNTER COLLEGE
Box Folder Contents

Articles
Brenner, Ruth F. “Student Supervision in a Child-Placing Agency.”
Reprint from The Family: Journal of Social Case Work
(February, 1941):12-17.

---. “Utilization of the Courts Subculture in Professional Training.”
Reprint from Social Casework, (March, 1959): n.p. This paper
was given at the Institute for Field Instructors, School of
Social Science, Fordham University, New York in February
1958.

Book Review
Review of Education for Social Workers in the Correctional Field by Elliot
Studt, Volume V, A Project of the Curriculum Study, Werner W.
Boehm, Director and Coordinator, New York, N.Y.: Council on
Social Work Education, 1959. (draft)

Hunter College School of Social Work Syllabus, 1974

Minority Group Candidates for Social Work Education, June 1971
Miscellaneous Materials

SERIES III — Writings By Other Authors

Subseries 3.1 Articles

4 1 Asch, Solomon E. “Opinions and Social Pressure.” Scientific American
(November, 1955): 31-35.

Balint, Enid. “Training Post-Graduate Students in Social Case Work.”
Medjcal Psychology (ca. 1959): 193 - 199.

Bradford, Leland P. “The Teaching-Learning Transaction.” Adult Education
(Spring, 1958): 135 - 145.

Briar, Scott. “The Family as an Organization: An Approach to Family
Diagnosis and Treatment.” The Social Service Review (September, 1964):
247 - 255.

Brody, Sylvia. “Self-Rocking in Infancy.” Journal of the American Psychoanalytic
Association (July, 1960): 464-491.




SERIES III — Writings By Other Authors

Subseries 3.1 Articles

Box Folder Contents

4 1 Brody, Sylvia. ““Theory and Research in Child Development: Implications for
Nursery School Teachers.” The Journal of Nursery Edncation
(Winter, 1959): n.p.

Cohen, Naomi W. “Antisemitism in the Gilded Age: The Jewish view.”
Jewish Social Studies XLI. (Summer-Fall, 1979):187 - 210.

Fizdale, Ruth. “Formalizing the Relationship Between Private Practitioners
and Social Agencies.” Reprinted from Social Casework (December,

1959): n.p.

Glasscote, Raymond M. et. al. “Fountain House, New York.” Reprinted with
Permission from Rehabilitating the Mentally 11l in the Community.”
n.d.

Holbrook, David. “R.D. Laing and the Death Circuit.” Reviews of the
Divided Self: An Existential Study in Sanity and Madness (1960) by R.D.
Laing; The Self and Others: Further Studies in Sanity and Madness (1961)
by R.D. Laing; and The Politics of Experience (1967) by R.D. Laing.
Reprinted from Encounter, n.d.

LaBarre, Maurine. “Dynamic Factors in Psychiatric Team Collaboration.”
British Journal Medicine Psychology (1960): 53 - 60.

LaBarre, Maurine B., Jessner, Lucie, and Lon Ussery. “The Significance of
Grandmothers in the Psychopathology of Children.” Presented at
the 1958 Annual Meeting.

LaBarre, Maurine. “The Strengths of the Self-Support Poor.” Reprinted from
Social Casework (October, 1968): n.p.

Labarre, Maurine. “The Worm in the Honeysuckle: A Case of A Child’s
Hysterical Blindness.” Social Casework (July, 1965): 399 - 413.

Laski, Harold J. “The Dangers of Obedience.” Harpers Magazine (June, 1929):
1-5.

Little, Ruby. “Diagnostic Recording.” Reprinted from the Journal of Social
Casework (1948): 1-7.




SERIES III — Writings By Other Authors

Subseries 3.1 Articles

Box Folder Contents

4 2 Logan. Sadye L. “Race, Identity, and Black Children: A Developmental
Perspective.” Social Casework (1981): 47- 56.

Mahler, Margaret S. “Helping Children to Accept Death.” Child Study
(Fall MCML): 1-11.

Marmor, Judd. “Dynamic Psychotherapy and Behavior Therapy: Are They
Irreconcilable” Archives of General Psychiatry. 24 (January, 1971): 22-28.

Mayer John E. and Aaron Rosenblatt. “Sources of Stress Among Student
Practitioners in Social Work: A Sociological View.” Journal of
Education For Social Work 10.3 (Fall, 1974): 56 - 60.

Milgram, Stanley. “Behavior Study of Obedience.” Reprint from The Journal of
Abnormal and Social Psychology (1963): 371-378.

Nelsen, Judith C. “Teaching Content of Early Fieldwork Conferences.”
Reprint from the Social Casework (March, 1974): 147 - 153.

Oxley, Genevieve B. “A Life-Model Approach to Change.” Reprinted from
Social Casework (December, 1971): 627-633.

Parke, Ross D. “Socialization into Child Abuse: A Social Interactional
Perspective.” Reprinted from Law, Justice and the Individual in Society:
Psychological and 1.egal Issues. Edited by June L. Tapp and Felice J.
Levine. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1977.

Red], Fritz. “The Technique of Sex Information.” Reprinted from Child
Study: A Journal of Parent Edncation (January, 1939): n.p.

Rosenblatt, Aaron and John Mayer. “Objectionable Supervisory Styles:
Students’ Views.” Reprint from Social Work (May, 1975): 184 - 189.

Rosenhan, D.L. “On Being Sane in Insane Places.” Science (January 19, 1973):
250 - 257.

Soyka, Patricia W. “Homemaker-Home Health Aide Services For
Handicapped Children.” Reprinted from Child Welfare (April, 19706):
241 - 251.

11




SERIES III — Writings By Other Authors

Subseries 3.1 Articles

Box Folder Contents

4 3 Stringer, Elizabeth A. “Homemaker Service to the Single-Parent Family.”
Reprinted from Social Casework (February, 1967): n.p.

Teicher, Morton 1. “The Culture of Concepts.” Reprinted from Socia/
Casework (December, 1961): n.p.

Tendler, Diana, and Karen Metzger. “Training in Prevention an Educational
Model for Social Work Students.” Social Work in Health Care
(Winter, 1978):221 - 231.

Wald, George. “Eye and Camera.” Reprinted from Scientific American
(August, 1950): 2 - 11.

---. “Life and Light.” Reprinted from Scientific American (October, 1959): 1-14.
---. “The Origin of Life.” Reprinted from Seentific American, (August 1954):
1-11.

Subseries 3.2 Papers

4 4 Beard, John H. and James R. Schmidt. “The Use of Support Personnel
in the Rehabilitation of the Psychiatrically Disabled.” Reprinted
with permission from Research Utilization in Rehabilitation Facilities
Proceedings of an International Conference held June 1-8, 1971 in
The United States of America of the International Association of
Rehabilitation Facilities, edited by Ralph N. Pacinelli, October 1971.

Eismann, Edward P. “Childrens’ Views of Therapeutic Gains and
Therapeutic Change Agents in Open System Community, n.d.

Fraiberg, Selma. “Some Aspects of Casework Practice with Children,”
Paper presented at the National Conference of Social Work
79% Annual Meeting, Chicago, Illinois, May 25 - 30, 1952.

Glynn, Eugene D. “Adolescence.” A Lecture Given in the Training Program
for the Children’s Aid Society Homemakers, n.d.

Gordon, Rosemary. “Student Unrest II: Students and the New Ethic,”
ca. 1973




SERIES III — Writings By Other Authors

Subseries 3.2 Papets

Box Folder Contents
4 4 “Husbands and Wives: The Mysterious Choice.” (draft)

LaBarre, Maurine. “The Case for Case Studies in Research,” Presented at the
Meeting at the Annual Meeting, AAPCC, Boston, November, 1969.

Levinger, Leah. “I Want To Know Why” or Tolerance For Ambiguity in
Education.” (n.d.): 20 - 26.

Lewis, Harold. “Persistent Issues and the Future of Social Work.”
Lecture at the Maryland School of Social Work Invitation,
December, 1976.

Lewis, Harold. “Practice Science and Professional Education: Developing a
Curriculum Responsive to New Knowledge and Values.” Paper
presented at Symposium: The Effectiveness of Social Work
Intervention; Implications for Curriculum Change, January 14 - 15,
1971, Fordham University at Lincoln Center, New York, N.Y.
January, 1971.

“Marriage Problems: An Outline of Some Recent Developments in Their
Understanding and Treatment,” n.d.

National Council for Homemaker-Home Health Aide Services, Inc. “A Child
is Born.” Paper prepared for the National Council, May 13, 1975.

The Social Engagement of Social Science Volume 1: The Socio-Dynamic
Perspective and Part 3 New Paths in Family Studies, n.d.

Shinn, Eugene B. and Michael Phillips. “Teaching Diagnosis Using an
Experimental Classification of Ecological Problems in Family and
Children’s Services.” Paper presented at Annual Program Meeting
Council on Social Work Education, March 10, 1981

Thomason, Robert A. “Educational Factors in Work Disorders.” Presented
at the Semi-Annual Convention of the American Academy of

Psychoanalysis, May 2-4, 1969

Van Ophuijsen. Dr. Van Ophuijsen’s I, 11, III, IV.




SERIES III — Writings By Other Authors

Subseries 3.2 Papets

Box Folder Contents

4 5 Weissman, Harold H. “The Psychological Underpinnings of Social Policy,”
n.d.

Wickenden, Elizabeth. “Today’s Children: Our Debt to the Future.”
Presented at the 1972 Conference of Executives Child Welfare
League of America, November 20, 1972

Zebine, Blancha B. “Joint Interviewing,” n.d.

SERIES IV - REPORTS

4 6 Bowman, Garda and J. Klopf Gordon. Auxiliary School Personnel:
Their Roles, Training, and Institutionalization, October 1966

Child Abuse-Symposium-Management, Service Delivery and Inter
Professional Communication, January 21-22, 1975

Family Service Association of America - Casebook Record I Lewisohn
F.S.A.A. Recording Kit, 1949

Report of the Executive Director to the Board of the the Free Synagogue
Child. Adoption Committee, June 11, 1947

IMS-Oxfordshire Agencies Development Program, Day Conference,
May 4, 1984

Institute of Marital Studies. The Tavistock Institute of Human Relations
April 1 1977 - March 31, 1978
April 1, 1978 - March 31, 1979

Seminar in Marital Interaction, July 8-21, 1964




SERIES V — PUBLICATIONS

Box

5

Folder

1

Contents

Newmann, Werner. ed. Bach-Motets for Mixed 1 vices, 1958

Walter E. Buszin J.S. Bach Choral works in B minor, 1958.

Sterbini, Cesare. The Barber of Seville: A Comedy Opera in Three Acts, n.d.
Bell, John E. Family Group Therapy: A Method for the Psychological Treatment of

Older Children, Adolescents, and Their Parents. Public Health Monograph,
1961.

National Council on Wlegitimacy. llegitimacy: Data and Findings for Prevention,
Treatment, and Policy Fornmlation, 1965.

Schikaneder, Emanuel. The Magic Flute. Music by W.A. Mozart. Libretto by
English version by Ruth and Thomas Martin I/egitimacy: Data and
Findings for Prevention, Treatment, and Policy Formulation, October 1965.

Parke, Ross D. Socialization into Child Abuse: A Social Interactional
Perspective in Law, Justice, and the Individual in Society: Psychological and
Legal Issues by Tapp, June L. and Felice J. Levine, 1977.

The Record, December 1954,

The Roger E. Joseph Prize, Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of
Religion, Inaugural Presentation, June 4, 1978.

Social Work Edncation Reporter, December - January, 1973.
The Society of Analytical Psychology and the C.C. Jung Clinics, n.d.

“Characteristics of the Five Disciplines as Reflected in the Practice Presented
in the Workshops,” May 30, 1985.




